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I^ETTRE • LXHI* 
A MONSIEUR. 



ty Juillet, 1792. 

XL favit, mon frere, vous donner une ide? 
d'une fcene bien fcapdaleufe. Je vous ai 
parle de certaines' proportions <qui m'ont 
ete iaites par deux partis, qui fouyent 
vptent <enfemble aux Jacobins. Ces hom- 
ines, qui fe deteftent cordialement, qui 
deja paraiflent fe mefiex !es ups des autres, 
et qui finiront par fe faire une guerre a pu- 
trance* voudroient, je ne fais pas trop 
pourquoi, me ranger fous leurs bannieres. 
Infenfible k leurs promefifes, k leurs mena- 
ces, fpurd a leurs invitations, j\ai conftamr 
jpent ref ufe fle fenrir leurs projejts* .lis 90* 
vol. uu B 
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voulu me faire peur. Une deputation de 
Taflemblee m'avait ete envoyee pour des 
objets importans. On a reufsi a compofer 
cette deputation d'hommes exaltes, de ces 
tetes mal organifees qui brufquent les con- 
venances, et qui fe croient les egaux des 
rois, et les etres libres par excellence, parce 
qu'ils ont de forts poumons, qu'ils re<jurent 
en partage le don des injures, et qu'ils ne 
favent jamais refpe&er le malheur. 

La deputation eft introduite. Un cer- 
tain Genfonne portait la parole. II parle 
bien, meme avec quelque moderation, 
dependant des tournures fingulieres, des 
exprefsions hazardees, defigurent fon dif- 
cours. J'ai repondu : j'ai fait parler le 
cceur a la place de l'efprit : j'ai oufclie que 
j'etais roi; et je me fuis exprime avec 
franchife. 

La reine etait .prefente. Un jeune 
homme a tete ardente, Fair tres etourdi, 
a pris la parole : il a gourmande la reine. 
" Ceft vqus, Madame," a-t-fl dit, " qui 
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perdpz le roi : ce font vos confeils : vous 
n'etes entouree que de royaliftes; et vous 
eloignez les patriotes." La reine a re- 
pondu avec dignite : il a haufle les 6paules, 
Je voulais appaifer le courroux de ce cen- 
feur indifcret. Il a repris la parole avec 
effronterie, et a daigne m'aflurer que j'etois 
un brave homme, mais induit en erreur 
par des traitres, dcs ennemis de la patrie. 
Que repondre, pour d^sabufer cet homme? 
Garder le filence, addrcfier la parole & 
Forateur de la deputation, voila ma con- 
duite. J'ai appenju que plufieurs des de- 
putes pr6fens partageaient le delire, ap- 
peloient cela du courage, et applaudif- 
faient ce jeune audacieux, que Ton m'af- 
fure fe nommer M * . . . n de Th . . . • r . , e. 

J'ai raconte cette anecdote U plufieurs 
membres du cote droit. lis m'otit affur& 
que le lendemain, dans une des allees du 
jardin des Feuillants, ce jeune depute 
s'etait vante de fon audace^ et qu'il s'etait 
cru le digne rival de Caton, parce qu'U 
avoit manque d'egards a une princefle. 

B 2 
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Voil& quels font les hommes qui pr£tendent 
gouverner la France. O mpn frere, plaU 
gnez moi ! — — 

Louis. 
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LETTER LXIII. 
(Tranftation. ) 

TO MONSIEUR. 

July 17, 1792. 

I MUST relate to you, my dear brother, 
a mod icandalous fccne. I mentioned to 
you that certain propofitions ' had been 
made me by two parties who often vote 
on the fame fide at the Jacobins. Thofe 
men, who cordially deleft each other, 
who have all the feelings of mutual diftruft, 
and who will end by waging among them- 
felves a war of extermination, wifh, I know 
not why, to enlift me under their banners. 
Unmoved by their promifes or threats, 
and deaf to their invitations* \ have uni- 
formly refufed to fecond their projects. 
Thcyhave endeavoured to intimidate me. 
A deputation of the aflembly was fent to 
me on important matters. They contrived 

*3 
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to form the deputation of perfons of exag- 
gerated opinions, wrong-headed men, who 
offend againft all propriety, and fancy 
themfelves the equals of kings, and fuperia- 
tively free, becaufe they are poflefled of 
ftrong lungs, are adepts in the talent of 
abufe, and know not how to refpecSl mif- 
ibrtune. 

The deputation was introduced. A 
certain Genfonne * was the orator. He 
fpeaks well, and even with fome degree 
of moderation. Some fingular turns of 
phfafeology, however, and indifcreet ex- 
prefsions, disfigured his difcoyrfe. I re- 
turned an anfwer, in which my heart 
fpoke, rather than my head : I forgot that 
I was a king, and exprefTed my feelings 
without difguife. 

The queen was prefent; and an im- 
pertinent hot-headed young man under- 
took a difcourfe, in which he repri- 
manded the queen. " It is you, Madam," 
faid he^ fi who undo the king; it is your 



LEWIS -XVI. 7 

counfellors : you are only furrounded with 
royalifts ; and you keep the patriots at a 
diftance!" The queen replied with dig- 
nity; and he fhrugged up his fhqulderS. 
I endeavoured to appeafe the wrath of 
this indifcreet cenfor : but he impudently 
refumed the difcourfe, and condefcended 
to aflure me that I was a good man, bjut 
led aftray by traitors, and enemies to the 
country. What could I anfwer, to un- 
deceive this man ? I iftade no reply, but 
addreffed myfelf to the fpeaker of the 
deputation. I perceived that feveral of 
the deputies prefent partook the delirium 
Of this daring young man, and called it 
courage. His name, I am told, is Merlin 
de Thionville. 

I related this anecdote to feveral mem- 
bers of the cote droit, who allured me 
that the next day, in one of the walks 
of the garden of the Feuillants, this young 
man boafted of his effrontery, and fancied 
himfelf the worthy rival of Cato, becaufe 
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he had been rude to a princefs. Such 
are the men who pretend to govern France. 
Oh* my brother, pity me! 

Lewis, 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE I,XHId LETTER. 

THE deputation, fent to the Tuilleries, 
was mod probably for the purpofe of in- 
fluencing the king in his choice of minif- 
ters ; thofe who had been appointed on the 
difmifsion of M. Servan and his collegues, 
having, after a month's hard and ineffec- 
tual fervice, together with Dumourier, 
given in their refignation. It appears that 
various propolitions had been made to the 
king by two parties in the afiembly — one, 
which, from his description, were the 
Girondifts, and the other the Cordeliers, 
known, afterwards in the Convention by 
the name of the Mountain. Infepfible to 
their carefTes, and defpifing their threats, 
the king boafts of holding the balance of. 
jrefufal equal between them, and takes 
offence (which was perfectly natural) at 
the ill-organifed heads of thofe, who 
think themfelves the equals of kings, an<| 



io CORRESPONDENCE OF. 

free beings par excellence, becaufe they 
have ftrong lungs, and the talent of faying 
xude things. 

At the head of this deputation was 
" one Genfonnd" who, whatever he might 
have thought of the natural equality of 
men, had certainly no ill-organifed head. 
• It appears that the king approved his 
fpeech on the whole, notwithstanding the 
lingular and hazarded expressions which 
it contained. The anfwer was in the true 
fpirit of fraternity, the flow of foul rather 
than the emanation of wit; Lewis forgot 
for a time that he was a king, and gave 
way to his generous feelings as a man. 

The moft ofFenfive part of the ftory re- 
mains to be told. The queen, it feems, 
^was prefent at this friendly conference, 
Vvhen ftie was addrefsed by Merlin de 
ThionvUle, of whofe manners and appear- 
ance the king has been by no means ex- 
travagant in the defcription. But, what- 
ever averfion might be juftly conceived 
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againft this young legiflator — an averfion 
which his fubfequent conduft but too well 
juftified — the words which he addrefled 
to the queen were not only the echo of 
general opinion, but, unfortunately for 
the country, mod fubftantial truths. Af- 
ter complimenting the queen unufed to 
iuch uncouth addreffes, Merlin conde- 
scended to inform the king that he was a 
good man, un brave homme, but led aftray 
by traitors, and enemies of the couirtrjr. 
This was alfo partly true, but fpokeH too 
rudely, and too late to make any falutary 
* imprefsion. The conclusion which the 
king drew from the converfation that he 
afterwards held on this fubjeft with mem- 
bers of the Feuillants, was not juff. It 
was not by fuch rivals of Cato that the 
aflembly meant to govern France; but the 
Feuillants, with whom, it feems, the king 
was in the habits of counfel, were too 
felfiih to undeceive him by drawing the 
true line of diftin&ion between this puny 
perfonage, and thofe who happened acci- 
dentally to be his aflbciates in a deputation 
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LEf TRE LXIV; 

A MONSrlEUR. 

27juillct, 1792. 

MON cher frere, on fe rapproche ; on 
fe divife ; on veut me feduire ; on me tend 
des pieges; pn fait les plus Granges pro- 
pofitions. Vergniaud eft venu me prefen- 
ter une declaration, qu'il dit etre franche 
et loyale. (Ces gens 1&, qui ne peuvent 
croire a la loyaute, k la franchife d'un roi, 
font toujours des propositions de ce genre.) 
Je vous avoue que fes raifons m'ont frapp6: 
il a du talent, Teloquence de Tame, de la 
facilit6, beaucoup d'energie : il m'a feduit. 
II m'a affur6 que toute la deputation de la 
Gironde avait le meme efprit, les memes 
intentions ; mais qu'elle devait ufer d'a- 
drefle et temporifer; que le parti qui kit 
etait oppof6 etait fort, tres fort; qu*ilfei- 
gnait de d6tefter les rois, mais qu'il deteftait 
encore plus la constitution qui l'eloignait 
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du pouvoir, et contre laquelle il s'etait (16- 
clar6 lorfqu'clle 6tait encore au berceau. 
II m'a parl6 des vaftes projets con<jUs par 
des etres mal-intentionn6s ; il m'a afitir6 
que les Jacobins, dans leurs ecrits, dans 
leurs clubs, ne fe contentaient pas de de- 
mander la decheance, mais qu'ils avaient 
engag6 plufieurs de leurs meneurs k la de- 
mander k la tribune du corps 16giflatif. II 
m'a confeille de flatter la Gironde, et de 
hater fa reunion avec lc cote droit, par des 
xnoyens qu'il veut m'indiquer. 

D'une autre part, quelques agens de la 
faction qui me menace me fait demander 
l'6puration du corps legiflatif; m'a pre- 
fent6, pour le miniftere, des hommes dc 
fon choix, m'invite k une reforme totale 
dans les autorit6s conftituees, et a prefent6 
quelques changemens dans laconftitution. 
S'ils obtiennent ce qu'ils defirent, ils aflli- 
rent qu'ils fe declarero'nt franchement pour 
moi; leur caufe et la mienne triompheront,^ 
et alors je ferai vraiment roi: les patriotes 
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me defendront; car alors ils defejidront 
leurs partifans et lcur ouvrage. 

La Gironde me plairait : mais le parti 
qui lui eft contraire me fait horreur. Je 
voudrais bien reunir le cote droit au cote 
gauche, la Gironde aux Feuillants: mais. 
ces deux partis ne fongent qu'& eux : ils 
oublient les Fran<jais, leur patrie, les 
exiles. Leurs propofitions ne feront point 
. acciueillies. Voyons fi 1'audace des factieux 
triomphera, et fi la fecurite des gens de 
bien fera toujours la force des medians. 

Louis. 
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LETTER LXIV. 
( TranJIation.) 

TO MONSIEUR. 

July 27, 1792. 
My dear Brother, 

THEY join together ; they feparate ; 
they lay fnares for me ; they make the; 
moft Angular propositions. Vergniaud 
came and prefented to me a declaration, 
which he calls frank and loyal. (Thofe 
men, who cannot believe in the loyalty 
or Sincerity of kings, make propositions 
of that kind continually.) I muft con- 
fefs that his reafoning made fome impref- 
fion on me : he has talents, and the elo- 
quence of the heart, facility of exprefsion, 
and great energy; he has feduced me. 
He affured me that all the deputation of 
the Gironde are animated by the fame 
fpirit, and the fame intentions ; but that 
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they muft employ addrefs, and temporife; 
that the party in oppofition was powerful, 
extremely powerful ; that they affedted to 
deteft kings, but that they detefted (till 
more the conftitution, which threw then! 
at a dift<ince from power, and againft 
which they had declared themfelves, while 
it was yet in its cradle. He fpoke to me 
of vaft projects formed by ill-intentioned 
people: he aflured me that the Jacobins, 
in their writings, and in their clubs, were 
<.not fatisfied with calling for the abdication, 
but had engaged feveral of their leaders to 
make that demand at the tribune of th? 
legislature. He advifes me to cultivate the 
good-will of the Gironde, and accelerate 
its reunion with the cote droit, by means 
which he will indicate. 

On the other hand, fome agents of the 
fadtion that menace me, demand from me 
an epuration of the legislative body. They 
jbave prefented to me men of their ovvp 
choice tp fill the ijniniftry, have invite^ 
jnfl tp jaftafce 3 general reform ip the con- 
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ftituted authorities, and pointed out iome 
changes which fliould take place in the 
conftitution. If they obtain what they 
afk, they allure me that they will declare 
themfelves for me ; '-that their caufe and 
mine (hall triumph, and I fliall then be 
really king; that the patriots Will thjen de- 
fend nie j fince, in fo doing* they will de* 
fend their partifans and their work. 

The Gironde \vould be agreeable to me 3 
but the party oppofed to theni infpires me 
with horror. I ihould wifh much to unite 
the cote droit, arid the cote gauche; the 
Gironde, and the Feuillants: but both 
parties only think of their own 'intefefr; 
they forget the French, their country, and 
'the -exiles; " * 

Their propofitions fhall not be accepted. 
Let us fee whether the boldnejfs of Ya6tkm 
will be vidtorious, and if the carelfefe fe* 
curity of good men will for eyer conftityte 
the force of tlie wicked* : ' : 

; • , hmis* •• 
* vol.. in, c 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE tXIVth LETTER. 

I 

\ 

ALTHOUGH numerous volumes have 
been publiihed on the French revolution, 
there is no point on which their authors 
feem to be more agreed, than that the 
time for writing the hiftory of this im- 
portant epocha is not yet arrived. Na 
tvent, which his taken place in the annals 
of the world, being more ftupendous than 
thttt of this mighty revolution, nor any in 
Which the feelings of men have been more 
deeply irtterefted, we muft, in. perufing 
the memorials tfanfmitted to ws even by 
thofe who have been a&ors in the fcenes 
thdy relate, guard again ft miftaking the 
pleadings of advocates, for the letter of 
th* law. Itet* even to thofe partial writers, 
thp future hiftarifcn will have great obit- 
, gbtijAtt*. the vanity of f^mcs and more re- 
prehensible motitek in others will have 
ftirmlfeed bkva with important information, 
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which might otherwife have remained tin- 
known ; and fo much more credit maybe 
given to this information, if it contain evir 
dence againft the caufe which fuch writers 
are moft anxious to defend: When wb 
perufe the Jacobin annals of thofe times, 
we guard ourfclves igainft the bitternefe 
of party-hatred, and the overflowings of 
political fury ; but when the partifans of 
the court, or the fecret mini Hers of its 
counfels, lay before the world its moft in- 
timate defigns, when confpiracy, and even 
a<5te of treafon, are vaunted, as feme great 
fecret of ftate, or ftupendous achievement 
of glory — however we may fmile at the mis- 
take, or condemn the perfidy of the nar- 
rator, we are not difpleafed at being ini/ 
tiated into his myfteries, or made ao 
qualnted with the detail of his crimes. 

Such are the ideas which neceflarily 
^>refent themfelves in perufing the Anriafe, 
or hiftory of the revolution, written by 
M. Bertrand de Moliville, for a fhort 
time mirtifter of the .marine; under Lewis 

€2 
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the . XVIth ; and, according to his own 
account, the rrioft fecret depofitary of the 
it>yal counfels, before and ' after his own 
difthifsion. It is to be hoped, for the % 
fake of the writer, that, mifled only by a 
Culpable vanity, he pleads fervices which 
he never rendered, and boafts of intima- 
cies which he never fhared : but there are 
fome points in his narrative fo prominent, 
and. which, after examining on the rules 
of king's evidence, we find corroborated 
by fuch creditable teftimony, that we 
cannot refufe our aflent. The points to 
which we more particularly refer, are the 
fecret tranfa6tions of the court of the 
Tuilleries, and its coalition with the fo- 
reign powers, on the opening of the war 
for the deftru&ion of liberty in France. 
* * 

According to M. Bertrand, v it was he 
who firft propofed to the king the fatal 
ineafure of fending Mallet du P?n to ne- 
gotiate with the foreign courts the mode 
of what was called the re^eftablifhment'.af 
order in France* U is to be pbfervcd, that, 
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•till the king^ received this treafonable 
counfcl, he talks, in his correfpondence, 
of his adherence to the conftitution as the 
rule of government, and had adopted the 
wifeft mode of inforcing the general belief 
of his upright intentions, by the election 
of patriotic miniftcrs, who, unlike their 
predeceflbrs, loved what they had fworn 
to execute. The contrarieties they after- 
wards met with from the king, and their 
final difmifsion in oppofition to the will 
of the nation (the boldnefs" of which 
meafure was equalled only by its impolicy), 
.are eafily explained, when we behold plans 
propofed, and y hopes excited, which pro* 
mifed the fubverfion of the revolution it- 
fell 7 . It appears, that, from the time whea 
thefe meafures were adopted, the court 
grew more during in its defigns. M. Mallet 
Succeeded in his negotiations only to a 
certain point. His inftru6tions went no 
farther than to befeecli the French princes 
and emigrants not to give their invafion 
the colour of a hoftile and oflfenfive war ; 
Slid tp induce the foreign powers to pub- 

C 3 
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lirtt a manifeffo which fhould fcparate the 
Jacobins from fuch of the nation aS were 
fufceptible of returning from their delu- 
sions. This was to have bech the ftyle of 
M. Mallet's manifefto, which reminds as 
of that which Mr. Burke fuppofes general 
Burgoyne to have addreflt d to the Indians, 
during the American war : — " Go, ye 
tender lions, ye gentle tigers* ye merci- 
ful wolves, ye meek and Chriftian-hearted 
hyeenas ! go ! fight the battles of the great 
king, but ftied no blood !" 

The French emigrants, and their auxi- 
liaries, the emperor, and king of Prufsia, 
difdaining this compromise with principle, 
made a 'more explicit avowal of their in- 
Mentions. To procjaim war without ho(H- 
3ity or offence, to make a diftin&ion of 
♦perfons where all were guilty, were a<5te 
of pyfillanimity, or partiality, inponfiftent 
with their valour, and their love of juftice. 
Pafsive obedience was rigoroufly enjoined ; 
the daring a<5t of felf-defence was to be 
punifhed with inftant death ; and exem- 
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plary and ever memorable vengeance was 
to be taken, by delivering up the <?ity of 
Paris «to military execution, and total fub- 
verfion. This was the famous maniiefto 
which Mr. Sheridan ftates to have mad* 
dened the brain of all France, but which, 
M* Bertrand allures us, produced a con* 
traryv effe6t. " All parties," fays he, 
44 laughed at the bravadoes of the Duke 
of Brunfwick." The effedt, therefore, of 
M. Mallet's negotiation* ferved only to 
render the royal family f impeded of intel* 
ligence with the enemy— -a fufpicion as 
natural as it was well-founded, and which 
tended as naturally to create an indifpofi* 
tion againft paying further allegiance to 
thofe, for whofe pleafure and benefit the 
menaces contained in the manifefto were 
to be put into execution. 

It was in this ftate of the public mind-*-* 
and when the external conduct of the 
court was fuch that the moft daring accu<» 
fations, wearing the appearance of deli- 
rious extravagance, gained crediWthart 
c 4 
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the party pf the Gironde made another 
attempt to rou^e the court to a fenfe of its 
danger, and avert the evils which menaced 
the jcourjtry, by a fpeedy union of fuch 
parties as had power and influence, amidft 
the prefent revolutionary ftorm, to fave 
the* ftafce. The chief of this party was 
Vergniaud, who appears, in the interview 
of which the king fpeaks, to have em* 
ployed that force of reafoning, that pa-* 
thetic eloquence, and that energy, which 
he poflefled in fo eminent a degree, as 
almoft to have perfuaded the king to be- 
come a patriot. Vergniaud, it feteras, 
portrayed to him in glowing colours the 
dark and fanguinary purpofes of the anar- 
chical fad ion 9 and uq rolled before him 
their Jbold and nefarious plans of ufurpa* 
tion, and their licentious thirft of power. 
Penetrated with horror at the idea of Ihofe 
monfters, whp foon after became his .Qwn 
nflafsins, he poured out his prophetic foul, 
and dragged up before the view of the 
•king ibme of thofe lugubrious images of 
Jtfre &ture which he afterwards dit played 
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with fo much eloquence to the affembly, 
when the evils which he predicted, were 
crowding faft upon them* 

It has been ftated by fome writers on 
the revolution, that the Gironde-party were 
republican, and therefore could have np y 
affection for a government which was royal* 
M. Bertrand de Moleville has difclofed 
their project of demonarchifing France, 
It would be rendering iviworthy fervice to 
the memory of thofe illuftrious martyrs of 
Jiberty, to offer an apology for their prin- 
ciples. I knew them well, and Relieve 
that they had for the .nioft part a predi- 
lection for republicanifm : but fuch at- 
tachment, in the pureft minds, is very 
confident with a due obedience to the will 
of the majority; and, as the voice of the 
nation had fixed the conftitution, the party 
of the Girpnde felt it their dutyto follow 
.the path chalkecl out, rather than to 
trac x e another,^ when ignorant whither it 
WQUld Jead, 
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But thofe men, it is faid, not only dif- 
covered thfmfelves to be republicans, but 
were the a6iual founders of tlje republic. 
This charge is true ; fince, when every 
effort was exhausted for maintaining the 
conftitution (and this letter bears witnefs 
of the finccrity of their efforts), when the 
court was bent on its own ruin, and the 
ruin of the party attached to its fate, what 
other refource for thofe who always felt 
that the interefts of the country were ob- 
jects of the higheft concern, than the en- 
deavour to fave it in the only manner in 
which there appeared a pofsibility of fuc- 
cefs? They created the republic; or rather, 
they wifhed to Create a republic, which, 
conducted on principles like their own, 
would have been, what a republic ought 
to be, a government of wifdom, of virtue, 
and of force : but, in this creation, they 
had to contend with elements the moft 
hoftile, and adverfe ; and as, in this con- 
left, the genii of evil prevailed, the re- 
public, at its birth, became (as might be 
expected, under fuch conductors) a def- 
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potifm more dire than any recorded in the 
annals of modern times. 

If the court perifhed, it had not to 
complain that it did not perifh in open 
day. The king was now in poflefsion of 
the fentiments of that party, which, from 
the, purity of its intentions, its probity, 
and patriotifm, had obtained the greateft 
influence over the public mind. What 
are the demands of this party ? a reunion 
with the party confefledly attached to the 
court, as well asl to the conftitution, iri 
order to prefer ve it from a faction feeking 
to devour both. Is the king pei;fuaded of 
the exiftence of this faction ? He tells his 
brother, that this fa<5tion, chara&erifing 
it as the faction which menaces him, de- 
mands reforms in the conftituted authori- 
ties, changes in the conftitution, and cpu- 
rations of th^e legiflative body, perhaps 
that of the Gironde, the party which, for 
obvious reafons, it dreaded moft. On 
yielding to their wiihes, the leaders of 
this fadion promifed their fuppcrt; the 

1 
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common caufe triumphant ; they flattened 
him .with the aifurance that " he ihould 
then he really a king." The only con- 
dition thefe tempters exa&ed for thh ex- 
hibition of the kingdoms of the earth, and 
all their glory, was that the king ihould 
fall down and worfhip them. 

After hearing the pleadings of both 
parties, Lewis the XVIth pronounces fen- 
tence. His decifion in favour of the one 
is an anfwer to the innumerable calumnies 
.which the pretended advocates of the 
court have uttered againft them ; whilft 
his opinion of the other was- foon after 
echoed by groans from every corner of 
France. u The Gironde," fays the king, 
'*' might pleafe me; but the party in op- 
pofitio\i to it fills me with horror." , Be- 
tween the Gironde and the Feuillants» 
the king would willingly have promoted 
an union ; but this defire is reprelfed, whep 
he reflects that they think only of them- 
felvcs. ." They forget," fays the king, 
*' the French, their country, the exiles; 
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their propofitions (hall not -be accepted." 
If, by the French and their country, the 
king meant , France and its inhabitants, 
the remark istoo trivial to merit obferva- 
tion ; but if, as the context fuppofes, he 
meant the French and a country without 
the frontiers, it was true that the Feuillants 
and Girond\rts bore no fymptoms of fa- 
vourable remembrance towards either; and 
no propofitions could be made by the one, 
which would be welcomed by the other. 

When we reflect that this important 
conference took place only a fortnight 
before that event which hurled Lewis the 
XVIth from the throne, that the coalition 
between thofe parties, one of which was 
devoted to the king, and the other to the 
coftiiitution, would have at leaft fufpended 
the. fate of the prince, and faved the 
cauntry from that miferable anarchy to 
NvJbich it became a pr/ey ; that fuch coali- 
tion would have reprefled the audacity of 
the faction feeking to ere6t its own power 
on the ruins of the monarchy, would have 
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difsipated that horde of confpirators at* 
tempting to raife defpotifm on the ruins 
of liberty, and, by leading the king to 
jufter fentiments of his true honour and 
intereft, would have fheathed the {word 
of the foreign powers which was now, 
drawn on the frontiers in' his defence, and 
fpared tjie lives of millions — when we re- 
flect that fuch would have been the refult 
of the counfels Vergniaud gave, and of 
the plans which he recommended, who 
can avoid regretting that they were not 
accompliihed ? % But it was Vergniaud *s 
fate to be the Caflandra of the revolution. 
His prophetic eloquence commanded thq 
admiration of die king and the people \ 
but the warnings he gave to both wer^ 
fuffered to remain unheeded. The court, 
buoyed up by falfe hopes, perifhed the 
vi&im of its own delufions ; and Vergniaud 
foon after fell, in combating the face 
tion, from the effects of whofe crimes 
he had in vain endeavoured to refcuc his 
country. 
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LETTRE LXV. 

A M. BE MONTMORIN. 

Paris, ter Aout, 1792. 

- VOUS voulez me confoler, ranimer mon 
courage, et me faire envifager tin doux 
«fpoir . . .. . Nen, il m'eft impofsible de 
croire a un avenir heureux. J f avais tout 
fait pour Fefperer. Mes ennemis avaient 
pour eux i'audace du crime; ils ont jufqu* 
& prefent j6ufsi. Ils n'ont plus qu'une 
tentative k faire ; ils reufsiront .... Ma 
pofition eft d'autant plus cruelle, que je 
fuis trahi par tous ceux qui fe difent mes 
amis, qui devraient m'etre attaches,. et que 
}'ai,appeles aux fondtions publiques. Je 
les vois tous les jours me parler de leur 
attachement, me'jurer qu'ils font pretsde 
fefacrifierpourmoi; le moment arrive ; et 
je les trouve de glace pour mon fervice, 
ou ils fe rangent du cote de mes ennemis. 
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....... Vous me parlez de quelques 

raflemblemens de royaliftes, de quelques 
amis qui m'offrent leur fortune et leurs 
bras: ce n'eft plus k moi d'exiger des fa- 
orifices. Un roi malheureux craint d'oo 
cafionnfer la £>erte de fes amis. Remerciez 
pour moi ces fideles fujets : mais voyez 
rites ennemis* ceux qui peuvent etre gagnes 
par Tinteret ou par des promefles. Agiflez, 
s'il en eft tems encore : je m'abandonne & 
vous. 

Louis* 
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LETTER LXV. 

(Tranjlation*) 
i 

TO M. DE MONTMORIN. 

Paris, Auguft i, 1792. 

YOU endeavour to give me fome con* 
folation, to re-animate my courage, and 
make me feel the pleafure of Toothing 
hope • . . . No, it is impofslble for me to 
believe that the future will be happy. I 
have done all in tfiy power to dfeferve it. 
But my enemies have on theif fide the 
boldnefs of crimes, and have hitherto fuc- 
ceeded. They have but otfe 6ffort more 
to make, and their fuccefs i£ certain . . . ♦ 
My fituation is fo much the more cruel, 
as I am betrayed by all thofe who term 
thfemfelves my friends, who ought to be^ 
attached to me, and whojxi I have called 
to fill public offices. They make continual 
proteftations of attachment to my pcifon, 

* VOL. III. D 
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and fwear that they aYe ready to facrifice 
their lives for my fervice; and yet, when 
the moment arrives, I find them colder 
than ice towards me, or ranging them- 
felves under the banners of my enemies. 



You have mentioned ^to 

me fome meetings 6f royalifts, Tome friends 
iyho offer me their lives and fortunes'; but 
I am no longer entitled to exafl facrifices. 
An unfortunate king fears to ruin his 
friends. Return thanks for me to my 
faithful fubje&s: but fee alfo my enemies, 
and fuch of them efpecially a6 are fuf- 
ceptible of being won oyer by gold or pro- 
mifes. Do fomething, if it be not too late : 
I commit myfelf entirely to you. 

Lewis. 
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. OBSERVATIONS ON THE LXVtk LETTER. 

THE whole of this cofrefpondence may 
be called the fecret hiftory of the forrows 
of Lewis the XVlth. Almoft every letter 
exhibits the mind of the king weighed 
dpwn by fome new ftroke of misfortune, 
or engaged in a cruel ftruggle between his 
affe&ions and his duties. We are now 
haftening to the cataftrophe of this me* 
lancholy drama : its fubje6t is. one of the 
moft tragical which imagination can cdh* 
ceive ; and it is attended with thofe iiici* 
dents which heighten the intereft, as we 
draw nearer to the clofe. 

Thefe letters have hitherto prefented u$- 
with pi6>ures of doubt, difcouragement, 
fear, and difmay ; we now fee images of 
defolation and defpair. The minifter who 
appears the moft fiocercly attached to the 
fortunes of the king, endeavpurs to Supply 
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confolation which he does not participate, 
and infpire courage which he does not 
feel. Montinorin, like. Lewis, has a pre- 
fentiment of his fate. " The king is loft, 
my friend," fayshetohiscollegue; " and 
fo are we all. You mocked me, when I 
told you, fix months ago, that we fhould 
go on to a republic : you will find I am 
not deceived. I do not tell you that the 
paffage will be long; I do not believe it; 
that will depend much on the king's fate. 
If he be aflafsinated, the republic will not 
laft: if he be tried, and confequently 
condemned, you will not foon have a mo- 
narchical government; certainly I fhall 
never fee.it." — M. de Montmorin outlived- 
his prophecy but a month. He fell in the 
maflacres of the firft days of September. 

• 
This converfation appears to have taken 
place on a proposition which had been 
made for the efcape of the king into Nor- 
mandy, but which plan was laid afide, on 
obfervations from the queen that fuch an 
efcape would throw them into the power 
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of the conftitut,iona!s, and ftill more from 
the calculation that the Prufsi&ns, unop- 
pofed, would foon make their triumphant 
entry into Paris. The king had not laid 
this flattering untfion to his foul; he was 
not mifled by thefe delufions: on the 
contrary, he feems to view the danger 
which menaced him in its full extent, and 
to have wrought up his mind to the mag- 
nitude of the evil. But what affc#s him 
moft fenfibly, is not the machination of 
his enemies, but the prudence of his 
friends., He has now difcovered, when 
too late, that thofe who decorated them- 
felves with this title, thofe whom grati- 
tude ought to have bound to his fortunes, 
thofe who in the hour of his profperity 
had been called by him to fill public 
fun6liqns, who had fworn the moft iled- 
faft attachment, who were even ready to 
facrifice themfelves in his defence, had 
abandoned him in the hour of his cala- 
mity: — the fine glowing fentiments of loy- 
alty and affection, which expanded them- 
felves in the funfhine of court-favor, the 

D 3 
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moment the cold feafon of adverfity ar- 
rives, fhut themfelves up from the blaft. 
" I find thefe men," fays the king, " ice 
for my fervice, or ranging themfelves on 
the fide of my enemies." 

\ 
From thofe friends the king turns for 

fupport to his foes. Thefe were now in- 
deed a formidable band ; it was a whole 
nation, that, feeling itfelf .betrayed, was 
rifing in infurre<5tion againft him. At thisr 
moment, the conftituted authorities were 
crowding to the bar of the legiflature, to 
demand his difmifsion ; and the line of 
demarcation was drawn between the court 
and the people, as if they were two hof- 
tile powers, each prepared for attack. 
But even now it was not perhaps too late. 
Saved from his friends, of whofe attach- 
ment he appears at prefent tq have felt 
the worth, had the king once more thrown 
liimfelf on the generofity of the nation, 
had he for a while difembarrafled his 
court, in the perfon of the queen, of all 
hopes of aid from Coblentz, had he fol- 
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lowed the advice given him by Vergniaud, 
recalled the minifters who loved the con- 
ftitution he had fworn to defend, he would 
have found a much more fafe and honora- 
ble way of gaining thofe whom he calls 
his enemies, than by the mode of corrup- 
tion he recommends to his jminifter ; and 
inftead of feeing the monarchy perifh be- 
fore him, might once more have been 
hailed the reftorer of French freedom, 
and the father of his country. 



d 4 
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LETTRE LXVI. 

A W. VERGNIAUD. 

1 1 Aout, 1792, 10 Heures du Matin. 

Monfieur le Pr6fident, 
DANS ]e tumulte d'une f6ance aiifsi 
orageufe, fi dechir&nte pour ma fenfibi lite, 
fi outrageante pour la dignite de la rc- 
prefentation nationale, je penfe q\ie le 
corps legiflatif s'occupera des moyens de 
calmer Teffervefcence populaire. Je ne 
demande point juftice du grand attentat 
qui m'a force de venir avec ma famille 
me placer avec confiance fous Tegide des 
delegues du peuple. II y aurait trop de 
coupables apunir pour penfer qu'un grand 
exemple intimidat les pervers. Que le 
mal qui ci\ fait foit oublie ; que la paix 
renaifle des cendres du palais de mes peres ! 
Je ne croirai pas encore que le facrifice 
egale la douleur profonde que je reiTens 
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de la violation des lolx, et de la fubverfion 
de Fordre public. 

Les travaux de Taflemblee exigent qu'oa. 
me choififle un afile ou je puifle trouyer 
la furet6 de ma famille, et jouir moi- 
meme d'un bien que PuniverfalitG des 
Fran9ais attendent de votre follicitude. 

Louis. 
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LETTER LXVI. 
(Tranjlation.) 

TO M. VERGNIAUD. 

Auguft ii, 1792, Ten in the Morning. 

Mr. Prefident, 

AMIDST the diforder of a fitting fo tu- 
multuous, fo cruel for my feelings, and 
fuch an outrage on the dignity of the 
national reprefentation, the legiflative body 
will,- I fuppofe, employ means to calm 
the popular effervefcence. I do not de- 
mand juftice for the magnitude of that 
crime which has forced me to come with 
my family, and place myfelf with confi- 
dence under the aegis of the delegates of 
the people. There would be too many 
culprits to punifli, to have hopes that a 
ftriking example might intimidate the 
wicked. May the evil already perpetrated 
1 
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be buried in oblivion ; may peace arife 
from the afhcs of the palace of my fathers! 
I ihall not think the pain of any facrifice 
equal to the profound grief I feel at the ' 
violation of public order. 

The labours of ihe aflembly require that 
an afylum fhould be chofen for me, where 
I may find fecurity for my family, and 
enjoy myfelf a benefit which the univer- 
sality of Frenchmen expe6i from your 
folicitude, 

Lewis. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LXVItli LETTER. 

THE knell of the monarchy had found- 
ed; and the unfortunate Lewis theXVIth 
was now a prifoner in the hall of the 
aflembly, compelled, as a meafure of per- 
gonal fafety, to drink the cup of humilia- 
tion to the very dregs. Seated 'with his 
family in a fmall grated room, near the 
chair of the prefident, and oppofite to the 
bar of the houfe, his ear was continually 
tortured with the cries of fucceeding pe- 
titioners, and laftly of the commune of 
Paris, prefenting tbemfelves before the 
aflembly, and demanding, in no meafured 
language, the law which fhould precipi- 
tate him from the throne. The com- 
mifsion to whom the aflembly had dele- 
gated extraordinary powers, were employed 
in preparing this law ; and Lewis beheld 
Vergniaud, who but a few days before 
had predicted to him thefe events, which 
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he implored him with fo much eloquence 
to avert, now afcend the tribune, to pro- 
pofe that law, which, adopted without 
difcufsion or dillent, fufpended him from 
the royal authority, and convoked a con- 
vention to decide on his fate. 

But Lewis does not yet appear, or at 
leaft affe&s not, to feel the extent of the 
calamity into which he was plunged. He 
writes the following morning toVergniaud,' 
from his temporary pl&ce of confinement, 
in a ftyle of dignified complaint, and re- 
membered authority. He demahds not 
juftice for the crimes which have forced 
him to^feek an afylum from hifrhome, 
becaufe there would be too many to punifti: 
but he trufts that the aflembly will calm 
the efFervefcence of the people. He con- 
fen ts that the evil, which has already 
been done, ihould be buried in oblivion, 
and with pathetic eloquence prays, ." that 
peace may arife from the allies of the 
palace of his fathers!" This letter, which 
the king writes to the prefident, if couched 
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not in a ftyle of authority, had the ap- 
pearance of an appeal againft the decifion 
of the preceding day. Vergniaiid a£ted 
wifely and humanely in not laying it be- 
fore the affembly ; fince, though it con- 
tained exprefsions which merited indul- 
gence, the effervefcence was fo great, 
even in the affembly, that thofe expref- 
(ions would, no doubt, have led to more 
violent recriminations. 
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LETTRE LXVII. 

A MADAME LA DUCHESSE DE GRAMMONT. 

Au fein dc TAffemblee Nationale, 
le 1 1 Aout. 

NOUS acceptons, madame, vos offres 
genereux : Phorreur de notre pofition nous 
en fak fentir tout le prix. Nous ne pou- 
vons jamais reconnaitre tant de loyaute, 
que par la duree de nos plus tendres 
fentimens. 

Louis. 
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LETTER LXVIL 
(Tranflatim.) 

to tR& DUCHESS OF GRA^fMONT. 

At tlic National Aflcmbly, 
Auguftu. 

WE accept, madam, your generous 
offers : the horror of our fituation makes 
us feel all their value. The only manner 
in which we can acknowledge fo much 
loyalty, is by the duration of our molt 
tender fentiments. 

Lewis* 
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LETTRE LXVIH. 



A MONSIEUR. 



ii A out, 1792. ' 

Dps le fein dc rAflemblee Nationalc. 

LE fang et le feu ont tour-a-to.ur fignale * 
TafFreufe journee d'hier, mon cher frere. 
Contraint de quitter mon palais avec ma 
famille, de chercher un afile au milieu de 
mes plus cruels ennemis, c'eft fous leurs , 
yeux merae que je vous trace,^ peut-etre 
pour la derniere fois, mon affreufe pofition. 
Francois premier, dans une circonftance 
perilleufe, ecrivit, " tout eft perdu, hoys 
1'honneur:" moi, je n'ai plus d'autre ef- 
poir que dans la juftice de Dieu, dans la 
puret6 des intentions bienfaifantes que je 
n'ai jamais cefle d'avoir pour les Fran9ais. 
Si je fuccombe, comme tout porte a le 
croire, fouvenez-vous d'imiter Henry IV, 
pendant le fiege de Paris, et Louis XII. 
lorfqu'il monta fur le trone. * 

VOL, in. S 
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Adieu! mon coeur eft opprefla : tout ce 
qqe je vois, tout ce que j'entends, eft fait 
pour m'affiigen JPignore quand et cpifl* 
jjjenl; je ppurrai deformais ^ous ecrire, 

J-Piris, 
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LETTRE LXVHI. 
(Tramjlatm.) 

TO MONSIEUR. 

AuguH II, 1792. 
At the National AflemMy. 

CARNAGE and flames fignalifed in 
their turn, my dear brother, the horrible 
hours of yefterday. Forced to abandon 
my palace with all my family/ to feek an 
afylum in the midft of my moft cruel 
enemies, it is under their very eyes that I 
paint to you, perhaps for the laft time, 
my dreadful fituatioo, 

Francis I, in perilous circumftances, 
wrote, ** all is loft but honor :" for me, I 
have no longer any hope but in the juftice 
of God, and in the purity of thofe bene* 
voleqt intentions which I have peverceafed 
to cherifh for the French, If I ihould 
fidl f which every thing leads me to be-- 

% 3 



j* CORRESPONDENCE OF 

lieve, remember and imitate Henry IV. 
during the fiege of, Paris, and Lewis .XII. 
when he afcended the throne: 

Adieu! My heart is.oppreffed: all I 
fee, and all I hear, affli&s me. 5 I am ig- 
norant when, and how y I can henceforth 
write to you, ; 

Lewis, 






i * 
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LETTRELXIX.' 

Billet adrefTe k Monf- de *****, blefie, 
lelOAoftt, auCh&teau* (Louis XVI, 
igtiorait eet 6Vc1nerftenk) 

[Ce billet fat refhis par te rei dans on ihorceau de 
pain a M. de L* # *», nn de ceux qui ne voulurent 
abandonner le monarque apres le iz Aout, qu'a 
1'inftant on la commune de Park eat force \h corpl 
legiflatif a livrer LohM XVI. it fa famille entre let 
maihs du general Santerre. En confiant ce papier, 
Louis laiffa echapper quelques larmes. « £'t& uit 
eternel adiea," dhil, k€ qUe j'adreffea'nloa frfcrt. 
VottSj Monfieur, rendee-mei le fervke iignalf de 
remettre ce billet a fon adrefTe." Le perfonnage 
charge de~ ce foin ne put reuflir. Le billet fut in* 
tercepte fur la frontiere : la commune s'enempara, 
le fit depofer aux archive*, dont il fut tire par 
M. C** ## d, apres la journee du 9 Thermidor.] 

Paris, ce 12 Aout, 1792, .7 heures dn matin. 

" MON frere, je ne fuis phiaroi. Le cri 
public vous fera connaitre la plus cruelle 
cataftrophe . . . . Je fuis le plus infortune 
des epoux et des peres ! . » • • Je fuis vidime 

sS 
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de ma bonte, de la crainte, de l'efperance. 
Ceft un myftere inconcevable d'iniquite* 
On m'a tout ravi; on a mafiacre mes 
fideles fujets. On m'a entrahi6 par rufe loin 
de mon palais ; et Ton m'accufe ! Me voila 
captif ; ori trie trafne en prifon. La reine* 
raesenfans, Madame EKfal>eth, partagent 
mon trifte fort, Je n'en puis plus douter! 
je fuis un objet odieux aux yeux des Fran- 
<jais prevenus .... Voila le coup le plus 
criffel a f upporter. Mon frere, bientot je 
ne ferai plus. Songez a venger ma me- 
moire, en publiant combien j'aimais ce 
peuple ingrat. Un jour rappelez lui fes 
torts, et dites lui que je lui ai pardonne. 
Adieu, mon itbxe f pour la derniere foisl 

Louis* 
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LETTER LXIJfc 

, - ' " (Tranjlation.) 

Billet addreffecl to M. de *****% wounded 
on the 10th of Auguft, at theCMteau j 
(of which circumftance Lewis XVI# 
was ignorant.) 

(ThU billet wstff Slivered by Lewis XVi. in a tit erf 
bread, to M. de L #### , one of thofe who would 
fcot abandon the monarch after the ioth of Auguft* 
until the moment when the commune of Paris 
compelled the legtflative body to deliver the king, 
and his family, into the hands of General Santerre. 
Lewis XVI. in confiding this paper to ftl de L # * # *, 
ihed tears. " This/' faid he, " is an eternal adieu 
which I (end my brother. You will render me a 
fignal fervice, Sir, by remitting this billet where 
it is addrefied,'* The perfon who undertook this 
xaik did not fuCceed. The billet wa* intercepted 
6a the frontier; feifed upon by the commune, and 
depofited among its archives, from which it wa* 
withdrawn by M* t>»«*d, after the 9th Tter- 
miiCft.] 

E 4 
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Paris, Aagaft 12, 1792, 
* Seven in the morning. 

" My brother, • 

" I AM no longer king ! The public 
voice wilf make known to you the moil 
cruel ^cataftrophe .... I am the' mod un- 
fortunate of hufbands, and of fathers ! • • . . 
J am the victim of my own goodnefs, of 
fear, of hope .... It is an impenetrable 
myffcry of iniquity ! They have bereaved 
me of .every thing: they have maflac red 
my faithful fubje6ts; I have been decoyed 
by ftratagem far from my palace ; and . 
they now accufe me J I am a captive: 
they drag me to prifon; and the queen, 
my children, and Madame Elizabeth, fhare 
my fad fate, 

M 

" I cjm no longer doubt that I am ah 
object odious in the eyes of the French, / 
led aftray by prejudice ... .This is the 
ftroke which is mod infupportable. My 
brother, but a little \y hi le, and I fhall ex- 
ift no longer. Remember to avenge my 
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memory by publishing how much I Jpved 
this ungrateful people. Recall one day 
to their remembrance the wrongs they 
have done me, and tell them I forgave 
them. Aclieu, my" brother, for the laft 
time ! 

Lewis* 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LXVHIth AND LXIXtfc 
LETTERS. 



THESE letters, in Which the unhappy ; 
king traces, with the pencil of defpairy 
the horrors of his titration* form a melan^ 
choly clofe to his correfpondence with his 
brothers. Occupied beyond the frontiers 
ki mar/hailing their hofts* and overlook- 
ing, with an eye of contemptuous confi- 
dence, the interval which feparated them 
from Paris, they little conjedtured that the 
blow was now ttruck which cruftied every 
hope, and that the monarch whom they 
were affured of reftoring to more than his 
priftine power, and whofe triumph they 
were deftined to partake, had then been 
driven, ," to feek an afylum in the midft 
of his mod cruel enemies.'* Every fad 
predi&ion which darkened the king's 
former letters, was now fulfilled. In that 
whicih he wrote after his return from Va- 
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rtnnes, he laments that he " was a pri- 
foher in his palace, and had not even the 
right to complain;" and, two .months pre- 
vious to the 10th Auguft, he tells his 
brother that he receives information from 
every quarter that the epocha of a tragedy 
was at hand, the denouement of which 
would be the fall of the monarchy, and his 
own death. From the continued repeti- 
tion of thefe melancholy prefages, there 
is no doubt that he regarded them as events 
that were inevitable : and yet we find him 
purfuing the fyftem which led to this ca- 
tafirophe, notwithstanding the warnings 
he received, and the conviction lie had of 
their truth. 

But the certainty of evil is no correc- 
tive of felf-delufion. The king flattered 
himfelf with hope, againft hope; and, as 
he was of a difpofition to yield without 
great refinance to the opinions of thofe in 
whom he had , confidence, particularly 
thofe of his family, he had.furrendered his 
own judgement to the pafsions of others. 
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' The king Complains in thefe letters, 
that he is the vt<Slim of his gooddefs, of 
fear, and of hope; that the myftery of 
feiqutty wa* ^inconceivable; that he had 
h*eli dragged afway from his palace by 
firatagem. He feems to have difcoyered 
ilfo for thQ firft thne, that he was become 
tin obje& odious to the nation, prejudiced 
again!) him ; which he regards as the moft 
dreadful of the calamities he had to fuffer. 
Thefe obfervations lead to numberlefs re- 
flections, which will readily prefent them- 
felves to thofe who compare them with 
the documents already given of the hif- 
tory of this eventful day, 

u My brother, fays Lewis, " I am no 
longer king . . . I am the moft unfortunate 
of huibands, and of fathers."-—* The mod 
unfortunate of hufbands, and of fathers! 
--.Unhappy monarch ! amidft i.he lofs of 
empire, of all the world calls greattiefs, 
the objects of his tendernefs twine around 
his heart, and infl*6l its deepeft anguifh. 
Fallen from his high eftate, pierced by 
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the fharpefi arrows of calamity i it is here 
that the iron enters into his foul!— When- 
ever • we have pccafion to contemplate * 
Lewis the XVIth in a domeftic point of 
view, we feel every fentimpnt of. Sympathy 
awakened in his favor; and lament that a 
mind, fufceptible of the beft affections of 
our nature, (hould have become the vic- 
tim 6f thofe very affections, which, in 
other circumftances, * would 1iave been vir- 
tues, but which, in his fituaf ion, produced 
the effect of crimes. His coiijpgai at- 
tachment led him into the moil fatal errors, 
which terminated in the mod bitter cala- 
mities. That . fentiment, by its cruel fe- 
du&iori, deftined him to fufFer the pangs 
of remorfe, almoft without the confciouf- 
nefs of guilt; fince his mind feems to have 
been penetrated with the fenfe 'of every 
duty winch he negle6ted, and with the 
facrednefs of every obligation he violated. 
He loved the people he betrayed, and dif- 
approved the projects of their enemies, 
with whom he irrevocably linked his fate. 
Unfortunate, and mifguided prince ! while 
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abhorrent at the idea of ihedding one drop 
of human blood, he condemned himfelf to 
call upon the coalefced powers of Europe 
to arm againft his country; and millions 
have periihed in its defence : and while 
he feeras to have appreciated power and 
greatnefs at their true value, and to have 
felt the worth of being loved, he fuffered 
himfelf to be dragged from jhe. throne to 
the fcaffold, rather than renounce defpo* 
tic empire, and be hailed the father of 
his people. 
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LETTRELXX. 

Hettre de Malesherbes, au Prefideot dc 
la Convention Nationale, i l'Epoque 
du Jugement de Louis XVI. 

J'IGNORE, Citoyen-Prefident, fi la 
convention donnera k Louis XVI. un con- 
feil pour Je defendre* et fi elle luv en * 
lajifTera le chpix. Dans ce cas 1& je defire 
que Louis XVI. fache que, s'ilme choifit 
pdur cette fon6iion, je fuis pret kme d6- 
vouer. Je ne yous demande pas de faire 
part k la convention de mon offre ; car je 
fuis bien 61oign6 de me croire un perfon- 
page afle? important pour qu'elle s'occupe 
de moi, J'ai 6t6 appele deux fois au 
confeil de celui qui fut mon maitre, dans 
Je temps que cette fop&ion 6tait ambi- 
tionp6e par tout le mpnde : je lui dois le 
pieme feryice aujoujxTfiui, que c'eft une 
fop&ion que 4 bien des gens trouvent dan- 
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geretife. Si je connaiffais un moyen pof- 
fible pour lui faire connaitre mes difpofi- 
tions, je ne prendrais pas la liberte de 
m'adreffer k vous. Je penfe que, dans la 
place que vous occupez; vous avez plus de 
moyehs que perfonne de lui faire pafler " 
cette lettre. 

Lamoignon &f alesherbes. 
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LETTER LXX, 

(Tranjlation.) 

Letter of M. de Malesherbes, to the 
Prefident of the National Convention, 
at the Epocha of the Trial of Lewis 
XVI. 

I AM ignorant, Citizen Prefident, if the 
convention will allow Lewis XVI. a coun- 
fel to defend his caufe, and whether they 
will leave him the choice. If that be the 
cafe, I wifti he ftiould be informed, that, 
if he appoints me to that office, I am 
ready to devote my f elf to his fervice. I 
do not a(k that you fhould impart my 
propofition to the convention, being far 
from thinking myfelf a perfonage of fuf- 
ficient importance to occupy its thoughts: 
but I was twice admitted' into the council 
of him who was then my matter, at a 

VOL. III. F 
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time wheathat fun&ion was coveted by-all 
the world ; and I owe him the fame fer* 
vice at prefent, when it is become a 
function, which many v confider as dan- 
gerous. Had I known any pofsible me- 
thod of making him acquainted with my 
wifhes, I fhould not have taken the liberty 
of addrefsing myfelf to you. I fuppofe, 
. that, in the place you fill, you have 4 
greater facility than any other perfon of 
Communicating to him this letter. 

Lamoignon Malesherbes, 



1 
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LETTRE LXXI. 
A M. DE MALESHERBES* 

Du Temple, 

JE n'ai point de termes, mon cher 
Malefherbes, pour vous exprimer ma fen- 
iibilite pour votre fublime devouement. 
Vous avez ete au devant de mes voeux : 
votre main o6togenaire s'eft eteadue vers 
moi pour me repoufler de Techafaud ; et, 
fi j'avais encore mon trone, je devrais le 
partager ayee vous, pour me rend re digne 
de la moitie qui m'en refterait. Mais je 
n'ai que des chaines, que vous rendez plus 
Jegeres en les foulevant. Je vous renvoye 
au ciel et a votre propre coeur, pour vous 
ienir lieu de tecompenfe. 

Je ne jne fais pas illufion fur mon fort,. 
Les ingrats qui m'oat detron6 ne s'arrete- 
ront pas au milieu de leur carriere ; ils 
auraient trop a rougir de voir fans cefle fpus 

F 2 
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leurs yeiix leur vidtime. Je fubirai le fort 
de Charles Premier ; et mon fang coulera, 
pour me punir de n'en avoir jamais verffe. 

Mais ne ferait-il pas pofsible d'ennoblir 
mes derniers m omens ? L'aflembl6e natio~ 
nale renferme dans fon fein les d£vaftateurs 
de ma monarchic, mes denonciateurs, mes 
juges, et probablement mes bourreaux! 
(!>n n'eclaire pas de pareils hommfes ; on 
ne les rend pas juftes ; on peut encore 
moins les attendrir: ne vaudrait-t-il pas 
mieux mettre quelque nerf dans ma d6- 
fenfe, dont la faiblefle meme ne me fau vera 
pas? J'imagine qu'il faudrait Tadrefler, 
non k la convention, mais a la France 
entiere, qui jugerait mes juges, et me 
rendrait, dans le coeur de mes peuples, 
une place que je n'ai jamais merite de 
perdre. Alors mon role a moi fe borne- 
rait k ne point reconnaitre la competence 
du tribunal ou la force me ferait compa- 
raitre. Je garderais un filence plein de 
dignite; et, en me condamnant, les hom* 
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mes qui fe difent mes juges, ne feraient 
plus que mes afiafsins. 

Au refte, vous etes, mon cher Males- 
herbes, ainfi que Tronchet qui partage 
votre devouement, plus 6clair6 que moi : 
pefez dans votfc; fagefle mes raifonS et les 
v&tres : je fouscris aveugl6ment &, tout ce 
que vous ferez. Si vous-aflurez cettevie* 
je la conferverai pour vous faire reflbuvenir 
de votre bienfait : fi on nous la rttvit, nous 
nous retrouverons avec plus de charmes 
encore au f6jour de rimmortalit6. 

Sign6, Loiris. 



FIN J>E LA CORRESPONDANCE. 
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LETTER LXXI. 

(TranJUtion.) 

TO M. DE MALESHERBES, 

At the Tempfe. 

I HAVE no terms, my dear Males- 
herbes, in which to exprefs howfenfiblyl 
am affe<5ted by your fublime devoted nefs. 
You have anticipated my wiflies: your 
aged hand is flretched forth towards me, 
and would pufh me from the fcaffolcL 
Were I ftill in poffefsion of my throne, I 
ought to fhare it with you, in order to 
render myfelf more worthy of the re- 
maining half. But I have only chains, 
which you render lighter by holding them 
up. I refer you to heaven and your own 
heart, for your reward. 

I do not cherifti illufions relative to my 
fate. Ingratitude, which has dethroned 

5 
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me, will not paufe in the midft of its 
career. They would have too much caufe 
to blu fh, if tlfey were continually to fup- 
port the fight of their vi6tim. I fhall 
undergo the fate of Charles the Firft ; and 
my blood will flow, to punifh me for 
having never fhed any. 

But would it not be pofsible to ennoble 
my laft moments ? The national aflembly 
contains the deftroyers of my monarchy, 
myaccufers, my judges, and probably my 
executioners. Nothing can enlighten fuch 
men: they are not to be rendered juft; 
and they are ftill lefs to be foftened. 
Would it not be better to give fome 
energy to my defence, fince its weaknefs 
will never fave me ? It ought, I think, to 
be addrefled, not to the national conven- 
tion, but to the whole of France, who 
would judge my judges, and would re- 
ftore me a place in the hearts of the people, 
which I have never deferved to lofe. Jn 
that fuppofition, the part I fhould have 
to a6t would confift in not acknowledging 
f 4 
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the competence of the tribunal before 
which I fhould be forced to appear. I 
would obferve a dignified filence ; and, in 
condemning me, the men who call them- 
felves my judges, would become my af- 
falsins. 

Upon the whole, you, mydearMales- 
herbes, and Tronchet who fhares your 
devotednefs, are more enlightened than I. 
Weigh, in your wifdom, my reafons and 
your own. I will acquiefce, without he- 
sitation, in all you propofe. If you fecure 
my life, I will preferve it in order to re- 
mind you of the benefit : and, if we are 
bereaved of it, we (hall meet again, with 
ftill greater delight, in the abodes of im- 
mortality. 

Lewis. 



END OF THE CORRESPONDENCE* 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LXXth AND LXXIft 
LETTERS. 



IN his laft, letter to M. de Montmorin, 
written on the firft of Auguft, the kiqg 
complains that thofe whom his former 
bounty "had fed, who called themfelves' 
his friends, who had fworn not to deny 
him, had deferted him in the hour of his 
need, and even thrown themfelves into 
the ranks of his foes. Such is the hiftory 
of life ; misfortune, which is the touch- 
ftone of tjie juft, is the ftumbling-block of 
felfifh and ordinary minds. This perfidious 
defertion was a natural confequerice of a 
principle of a6Hon, which the king ought 
to have divined. Such friends fwear only* 
to flatter power : this is their profefsion of 
faith, whoever is the mafter : they feel no 
chivalrous fympathy with fufFering ; they 
form no alliancq with diftrefs, and enter* 
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tain an inftin&ive antipathy, a falutary 
abhorrence of every fymptom of danger. 

But with what a glow of tranfport, 
what a feeling of triumph in favour of the 
dignity of our nature, do we turn away 
from thefe moral deformities, to the con- 
templation of that conftancy of friendftiip, 
that purity of attachment, that elevation 
of fentiment, that devotednefs of foul, 
which diflinguifhed, in the laft moments 
of this unfortunate prince, the condu6t of 
of the illuftrious Malelherbes ! " I want 
words," fays the unhappy Lewis, " to 
exprefs to you my fenfibilrty for your fub- 
lime devotednefs." — Generous martyr to 
fidelity and friendftiip ! if ever the apothe- 
ofis of thofe virtues be made on earth, it is 
thy venerable form which will ftand fore- 
moft in the facred temple ! Who can view 
without emotion this afFe6ling pi6hire, 
traced by the pen of the unhappy mo- 
narch? "Your aged hand is ftretched out 
towards me, to pufti me from the fcaffold. 
Were I to become again poffeffor of my 
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throne, you (hould fhare it, to make me 
worthy of the other half. But I wear only 
chains, which you render lighter by hold- 
ing them up. I refer you to heaven, and 
your own heart, to itand you in the Head ' 
of reward." 

Imagination can fcarcely paint a more 
interefting or more melancholy fcene than 
the meeting which took place between 
this venerable ex-minifter and the king, 
in the prifon of theTemple. v How diffe- 
rent the duty which Maleiherbes had now 
- to difcharge, from that by which he was 
occupied in the firft days of his intercourfe 
with the monarch ! Twenty years ago he 
had pleaded for the abatement of the 
miferies, for the alleviation of the chains, 
which weighed on the people ; and he 
pleaded before a judge partial to the caufe 
which he had to defend. The monarch, 
in his turn, was now dragged before the 
tribunal of the people ; and his minister 
had now to clear him from the accufation 
of crimes, before judges, who were ill dif- 
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pofed to feelings of the fame indulgence 
towards him. The multitude is a tyrant 
that never hefitates or blufhes; and, know- 
ing the temper of his judges, the king 
did not diflemble to himfelf the dangers 
which awaited him. He was aware* that* 
for a dethroned prince, the onlypaflage 
from the prifon was to the tomb: but, 
no dotibt, the recollection of his inten- 
tions in the earlier periods of his life 
fwelted his heart in writing to Malefherbes, 
who had been the witnefs of his bene- 
volence ; and the charge of ingratitude 
againft his accufers may be permitted to 
Lewis, confidering himfelf as the vidtim 
of his own ill-timed beneficence and 
mercy* " I fhall undergo," fays he, 
" the fate of Charles the Firft ; and my 
blood will be fhed, to punifh me for never 
having fhed that of others." 

Feeling, from the tenor of his exami- 
nation at the bar of the afTembly, how 
ufelefs would be the effort either to win 
advocates to his caufe, or excite fympathy 
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for his fufferings, the king appears to have 
made up his mind to meet death with 
firmnefs. He is folicitous only to give 
dignity to his laft moments, and confults 
M. de Malefherbes on the means of con- 
ducing, his defence. He had ftudied the 
hiftory of Charles the Firft, and had found 
that thi? prince intrenched himfelf be- 
hind the incompetency of the tribunal 
that judged him. But Lewis, by fub- 
mitting to a previous examination, had 
recognifed in fome meafure the validity 
of his tribunal. His ulterior filence, there- 
fore, would not have deftroyed the right 
he had already acknowledged. Although 
the king had thus virtually recognifed the 
competency, we may reafonably doubt of 
the jufiice, of that tribunal, where the 
accufers, the bqafted enemies of the ac- 
cufed, and againft whom no challenge 
could exift, fat as the judges of his fate. 
But it is not here that we can enter into 
the examination of the validity of the 
court, or the juftice of the fentence. 
We fhall pnly obferve that the ignoble 
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and barbarous tyrants who feifed the reins 
of power after determining the fate of 
the monarch, contrived to make all other 
abufes, all other confpiracies and treafons, 
as diift in the balance, compared with 
their own* If Lewis betrayed the caufe 
of liberty, they covered it with difhonour: 
if he endangered its exiftence, they ren- 
dered, it odious. By dragging the king 
to the fcaffold, they contrived to ennoble 
what it was their intereft to degrade : 
they performed a cruel tragedy, of which 
they made their convi6t the*hero. Inftead 
of rendering the king an obje6l of indiffe- 
rence or contempt, they interefted every 
feeling of our nature in his behalf. The 
impolicy of their meafures was equalled 
only by the cruelty of their fentence; 
fince, while they compel us to weep over 
the misfortunes of the prince, they leave 
us no wiih to examine his condudt ; nor 
can we feparate from the remembrance 
of the faults he may have committed, 
that of their fanguinary expiation. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TETTERS, 

IN the preface to the intended French 
edition, it is ftated that the letters pre- 
sented to the public were a fele&ion from 
a larger number in the poflefsion of the 
editors. The feledtion, it may be reafon* 
ably prefumed, was fuch as appeared mod 
favourable to the $nd propofed, namely the 
complete juftification'of Lewis the XVIth. 
How far this end has been attained in the 
proofs which have been brought forward, 
the public will judge ; but as, in a procefs 
of this nature, the commentator is bound 
to prefent whatever matter fhall tend to 
elucidate the queftion, it may not be irre- 
levant to fubjoin to this collection a few 
other letters, which perhaps are not in the 
Original collection, but which may tend 
to throw light on certain points left in ob* 
fcurity, and giye confirmation to opinions 
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which have been only hypothetically 
Hated. 



The queftion to be refolved is not 
whether Lewis XVI. merits an apotheofis, 
but whether, notwithftanding his repeated 
declarations and oaths to fupport the prin- 
ciples of the revolution and the conftitu- 
tiori, he was guilty of the charge imputed 
to him — that of labouring for the fubver- 
, fion of both. This hoftile difpofition may 
be prefumed from various paflages in the 
kingV Jetters ; and it is doubtful whether 
the French editors wifh him to be cleared 
from this imputation, if the letters hitherto 
prefented are the belt evidence they can 
produce in his favour. But, if thofe letters 
contain no pofitive evidence on which we 
can decide peremptorily and without the 
pofsibili'ty of appeal, there is yet fufficient 
proof to warrant a very ftrong fufpicion 
that fuch were the king's intentions. This 
intention is, however, fo clearly explained 
in the letters which I am now about to 
offer to the public, and which have been 
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confided to me by authority the mod in-- 
difpu table, that the queftion remains alto* 
gether decided; and fome other ground of 
defence muft be taken by thofe who are 
anxious for the j unification of this unfor- 
tunate prince. 

Thefe letters are three in number — one 
from the king to the baron of Breteuil, 
another to the king of Prufsia, and a thirds 
from the king's brothers to the above-men- 
tioned baron. .We (hall fubjoin a few ob- 
fervations to each, as in the preceding part 
of pur collection, 
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A M. LB BAHON DE BRETEUII,* 

Novcmbrc, 1790, 

M. LE BARON, copnaiflant tout votre 
jB^le et votre fid6lil£ f et voulant youi 
donner une preuve de ma cpnfiance, je 
yoys a* choifi pour vous confier ]es intereU 
d$ ml couronpe, Les circonftances ne 
pie perjhettent pas de yous donner des in-* 
flru&ions fur tel ou tel objet, et d'avoir 
3vec vous une correfpondence fuivie: je 
vous envoie la prefente, pour vous fervir 
de plein pouvoir et d'autorifation vis-k-vis 
des differentes puilfances avec lesquelles 
vous pourrez avoir k trailer pour moi, 
Vous connai(T<?z mes intentions ; et je Jaifle 
£ votre prudence a en faire Tufage que 
vous jugerez peceffaire pour Je bien de mon 
fervice. J'approuve tout ce que vous 
fere?? pour arriver au but que je me pro- 
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pofe, qui eft le retabliflement de mon au- 
tarky legitime, et le bonheur de mes 
peuples, Sur ce, je prie Dieu, &c. 

Louis, 



G2 
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(Tranflation.) 
TO THE BARON DE BRETEUIL. 

November, 1790, 
M. le baron, - 
Knowing all your zeal and fidelity, 
and defirous of giving you a proof of my 
confidence, X have chofen you, in order 
to entnjft to you the interefts of my crown. 
The circumftances in which I am placed 
not permitting me to give you inftru6tions 
in detail, or to hold a regular correfpon* 
dence, I fend you the prefent, to ferve 
you as a full power and authorifation to 
the different foyereigns with, whom you 
jnay have to treat in my name, You 
know my intentions ; apd I leave the reft 
to your prudence; you will aft as you 
judge bed for my fervice. I 'fhall approve 
all you do towards accomplishing the 
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great end I have in view, which is the 
re-eftablifhment of my lawful authority, 
and the happinefs of my people, I pray 
God, &c* 

Lewis. 



\ 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE KING'S LETTER TO 
THE BARON DE BRETEUIL. 



THE baron de Breteuil was fecret agent 
at the court of Vienna at the time . of 
writing this letter; and, from the intimate 
knowledge which he poflefled of the in* 
tentions of Lewis the XVIth, was chofen 
to conduct the negotiation with the foreign 
powers for the re-eftablifhment of the 
king's legitimate authority. If we may 
be allowed to give credit to M. Bertrand 
de Moleville's narrative, a counter-revo- 
lutionary project had been formed at this 
time by M. de Bouille. It was propofed 
in this plan to place the king at the head 
of the army affemtled on the northern 
frontiers to repel a feigned aggrefsion on 
the part of the emperor ; and that, when 
the king fhould be thus placed, he ftiould 
take meafures to bring the nation to reafon. 
This plan, according to the annalift, was 
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to be promoted by addrefles from the ad- 
miniftrators of fuch departments as M. 
Bouill6 had under his orders { and, as the 
king's prefence was judged neceflary " to 
reprefs the fpirit of indifcipline and infur- 
region which reigned among the troops,** 
this refractory army, deftined to bring the 
people to order, were to petition the king 
to come and reftore -order among them- 
felves. ' Such a project might not discredit 
the judgement of M. de Bouiil6 : but it' 
feems lingular that a ftatefman of M. Ber- 
trand's penetration fhould have approved, 
efpecially after the late experience of .the 
court "on the perfonal affection of th& 
foldiery, an expedition of this importance, 
the danger of which enterprife was to be 
equalled only by its folly* 

According to the fame writer, the ba* 
ron de Breteuil had formed another plan 
of counter-revolution, which was that of 
leading the king to efcape from Paris to 
the frontiers; a project which was after* 
wards adopted, and would have f ucceeded, 
64 
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fo far as refpe6ts the efcape, had the exe*» 
cution not been confided to M. de Bobill6. 
It appears from M. Bert rand, that thefe 
courtly agents were each tenacious of their 
refpe&ive plans, and that the mediation 
of the bifhop of Pamiers was neceffary to 
bring the general to fubmifsion. As this 
plan was unfuccefsful, M. Bert^and .pru- 
dently paffes upon it his fentence of con- 
demnation. The moft reprehensible part 
of fuch a plan feems to have been that of 
entrusting to M. de Bouille the execution 
of a projedt formed by M. de Breteuil. 
Thefe were not the only rivalries, of which 
the king was fated to be the vi6tim/ 

But whatever may be the credit due to 
the narrative of M. Bertrand de Moleville 
in this part of his hiftory, it appears that 
the baron of Breteuil was the perfon whom 
the king chofe, as the fpeciil depofitary of 
the interefts of his crown, to whom, on the 
knowledge which the baron had of his in- 
tentions, he gave full power and authority 
to treat with the different fovereigns, and 
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on whofe prudence he relied for the at- 
tainment of the object he had in view, 
" the re-eftablifhment of his legitimate 
authority," by which mull neceflarily be 
underfloud the deftru&ion of whatever 
had been effected fince the meeting of the 
ftates-general, or, in other words, a full 
and complete counter-revolution. 
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AV ROt DE PRUSSK, 

3 Dec. 179N 

MONSIEUR mon frere, j'ai appris, par 
M. Dumoutier, Tinteret que votre ma- 
jefte m'avait temoigne, non feulement pour 
ma perfonne, mais encore pour le bien de 
mon royaume: les difpofitions de votre 
majefte a m*en donner des temoigna£s, 
dans tous les cas ou cet interet pourrait etre 
utile pour le bien de mon peuple, ont excit6 
vivement ma fenfibilite* Je le reclame 
avec confiance dans cet inftant, ou, malgre 
Tacceptation que j'ai faite de la conftitu* 
tion, les factieux montrent ouvertement le 
projet de detruire entierement le refte de 
la monarch ie. Je viens de m'adrefler k 
Tempereur, &PimperatricedeRufsie, aux 
rois d'Efpagne et de Suede; et je leur 
prefente Tid6e d'un congres des principales 
puiflances de TEurope, appuie d'une force 
armee, corame la meilleure mefure pour 
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arreter ici les fadlieux, donner les moyens 
d'etablir un ordre de chofes plus dcfirable, et 
empecher que le mal qui nous travaille 
puifle gagner les autres etats de PEurope. 
J'efpere que votre majeft6 approuyera mes 
idees, et qu'elle me gardera le fecret le 
plus abfolu fur la demarche que je fais 
aupres d'elle. Elle fentira aifement que 
les circonftances ou je me trouve m'obli- 
gent a la plus grande circonfpe6iion : c'eft 
ce qui fait qu'il n'y a que le baron de 
Breteuil qui foit inftruit de mon fecret; et 
votre majeite peut lui faire pafler ce qu'elle 
voudra. 

Je faifis cette occafion de remercier votre 
majefte des bontes qu'elle a eues pour la 
S. Hegman ; et je goute une veritable fa- 
tisfa&ion k donner k votre majefle les af- 
furances d'eftime et d'affe&ion avec lefquek 
je fuis M. mon frere, de votre majefte 1# 
bon frere, 

Louis. 
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(Tranflatfon.) 
TO THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 

^ December 3, 179^ 

My brother, 
I AM informed by M. Dumoutier of 
the intereft your majefty lias exprefied, 
not only for my perfon, but for the wel- 
fare of my kingdom* The difpofition your 
majefty teftifies in the proofs you give me 
of your fympathy in my concerns on qvery 
occafion which can contribute to the good 
of my people, excites my warmeft fenfi- 
bility. I afk it with confidence at this 
moment, when, notwithftanding the fanc- 
tion I have given to the conftitution, the 
factious betray openly their defign of de- 
ftroying altogether the remains of the 
monarchy. I have juft addrefled myfelf 
to the emperor, to the emprefs of Rufsia, 
to the kings of Spain and of Sweden; and 
I prefent them with the idea of a congrefs 
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of the principal powers of Europe, fup* 
ported by an armed force, as the moil ef- 
fectual meafure to arreft the fa&ious here, 
to afford the means of eftablifhing a more 
de/irablq order of things, and prevent the 
evil under which we labour from gaining 
the other ftates of Europe; I hope that 
your majefty will approve my ideas, and 
that you will keep the moft abfolute fe- 
crecy with refpedl to the Hep I now take. 
You will readily perceive that the circum- 
fiances in which I am placed force me to 
the greateft circumfpe&ion ; and it is on 
this' account that there is none entrufled 
with my fecret but the baron de Breteuil, 
to whom your majefty may communicate 
whatever you fhall think proper. 

J take this opportunity to thank your 
majefty for the kindnefs you have fhewn 
M. Hegman ; arid I feel a real fatisfa$ion 
in giving your majefty the aflurances of 
efteem and affedlion with which I am, my 
brother, your majefty's good brother, 

kEWJS f „ 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LETTER TO THE KING 
OF PRUSSIA. 

THIS letter, addrefled to the king of 
prufsia, appears to have been the counter^ 
part of other letters addrefled to various 
other powers of Europe, in order to in* 
duce them to form a kind of armed con* 
grefs, to Hop the progrefs of what the 
Englifli minifter afterwards ftyled " armed 
opinions." The king had now accepted 
the conftitution j and it would feem, from 
letters inferted in the preceding collection, 
that he had at times an intention of eon* 
forming himfelf to its obfervance: but 
this letter proves that he had no fuch in- 
tention ; and the excufe which he alleges 
for his conduct, is, that the factious dif* 
covered opqn difpofitions of deftroying aU 
together the remains of the monarchy. 

Whatever might have been the purpofe 
of the faftious, under which vague deno- 
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initiation is included every friend to the 
revolution, the king's intention cannot be 
more clearly evinced. But the motives 
for this interference are not altogether in* 
terefted. The meafure was intended, pot 
only to eftablifh a more defirable order of 
things in France, but to prevent the evils 
under which that country laboured, from 
gaining other dates of Europe. This was, 
however, a fecret which wa6 breathed con* 
fidentially into the ear of his Prufsiaa, 
majefty, fuice its difclofure would have 
been attended with the mod dangerous 
confequences ; ?nd it appears from this 
letter, that the only perfon to whom it 
had been intrufted was the baron de Bre* 
teuM, to \Vhom the Icing had heretofore 
given full power and authority, and which, 
on fending thefe letters to the king of 
Prufsia and the other fovereigns of Europe, 
be renewed, or rather continued. 

There is a long hiftory in M. Bertr&nd's 
Annals, in which this writer pretends that 
the baron de Breteuil had changed the 

I 
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date of this letter from 1790, to 1791, 
with an infinuation that he had committed 
forgery or treafon for the purpofe of con- 
tinuing his power. The reafons which 
M. Bertrand brings as proofs of this charge, 
are too defpicable for animadversion. M. 
Bertrand concluded from the filence of M. 
deBreteuil, that he had nothing to anfwer ; ' 
but the baron very wifely confulted his 
dignity in making no reply to fo abfurd 
an accufation : and he muft be a very 
candid reader, or as much awake to po- 
etical fenfibility as the author of the Poem 
called Pitie', who' fliould prcfume, that, 
from the perufal of M. de Bertrand's 
Annals, he has gained any very exa6l or 
precife knowledge of the hiftory of the 
revolution*. 

M. Bertrand pretends, in the prefent 
jnftance, that the baron acted without the 

• " Cettc hiftoire de la revolution eft la plus complete 
'ct la plus exafte que nous ayons eue jufqu'a prefent.** 

Notes on the 3d Book of the Poem, called Pitie. 

Traqflatiov. That hiftory of the revolution is the mod 
complete and accurate that We have hitherto had. 



tE WIS XVI. ~ $) 

kihg^ orders, fince they were not in Unfc 
fon with the projects of the king's brothers. 
It may as readily be prefumed (what In* 
deed appears clearly ip thofe letters) that 
the brothers a6ted Withbht the king's orders^ 
fince they Wei*e not in unifon with thofe 
of the baron ; and the paflage of the letted 
from *M • de Breteuil to marfhal Caftries, 
cited by Bertrand, confirms this opinion. 
" It does not follow," fays the baron 9 
" that it Was the king's intention, that, 
though the princes fhould concert with, 
me every meafure which they were 16 
take, I ought to concert with them rny 
meafures, or that there might not be cer* 
tain objects, refpe&ing which I might re- 
ceive inftru&ions and orders which ought 
not to be cdnfided to them." The truth 
is, that, at this epocha, Lewis the XVIth* 
extremely diHatisfied with the council o£ 
Coblentz, fent M. de Viomeriil, to notify . 
to his brothers that he would pay no further 
attention to the follies of this Council, and 
that, if they had any communications to 
taake him, they fhould, inftcad of em- 

VOL. Ill* H 



4» CORRESPONDENCE OF 

ploying fo many indifcreet intermediaries, 
addrefs themfelves to the baron de Bre- 
teuil ; but that, as he was on no good 
terms with their followers, they might 
apply to marftial de Caiiries, and give 
information of their proceedings to the 
baron de Breteuil. 

\. 

M. Viomenil returned back to Paris with 

the letter of fubmifsion to thofe condi- 
tions, which the pripces were folicitous to 
conceal from their 'council at Cobientz, 
He was bearer alfo of a copy of the follow- 
ing letter, which the king's brothers wrote 
to the baron de Breteuil. 
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Lettre deS Fferes de Lot/is Xvt f k Mon- 
fienr de Breteuil. 

icr Janvier, 179^ 

M. ,le baron de Viomenil a du vous 
6crire, Monfieur, pour vous rendre compte 
de la conversation qu'U a eue avec nous J 
et M. le marechal de Caftries a du vous 
faire part aufsi de la lettre que nous lui 
avons ecrite : mais nous avons voulu aufsi 
Vous £crire nous-memes* pour vous dire 
que nous avons confenti au defir qu€ le 
roi nous a tetnoigne* que nous comihuni* 
quions avec lui, par votre moyeti, de fa 
part ; et M. le marechal de Caftries* de la 
uotre, Vous pouvez etre bien certain que 
nous n f y fliettron* aucune referve % et nous 
tte doutons pas que vous n'y mettiez- la 
mime ouyertute. Cette franchise natu* 
relle eft ce qui peut le mieux qonveair *tU 
bonne caufe* 

«2 
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(Transition*) 

Letter from the King's Brothers, to M. de 
Breteuil. 

January i, 1792. 

M. le baron de Viomenil has written to 
you, Sir, to give you an account of the 
conversation which he has had with us ; 
and marfhal de Caftries has alfo imparted* 
to you the letter which we have written 
him: but we have been defirous alfo to 
write to you ourfelves, to inform you that 
we have confented to the defire which the 
king has manifefted to us that we Ihould 
communicate with him, through your mi- 
mftry on his pari, and through that of 
marfhal de Caftries on ours. You may be 
well aiTured that we will act with no re- 
ferve ; ahd we do not doubt bat you will 
hkve the fame franknefs. .. This natural 
franknefs is what can beft promote the 
common caufe. 



LEWIS XVI. tot 



OBSERVATIONS. * 

THE concealment of this order from 
the bifhop of Arras and the council of 
Coblentz, it is obferved, led to a variety 
t>f confufion in the arrangement of their v 
fubfequent plans. Rol, the agent at Ber- 
lin, difavovved this concert, and oppofed 
the idea of a congrefs ; Efterhazy did the 
fame at Peterfburg ; Efcars at Stockholm, 
&c. ; nor was it any longer pofsible to 
comprehend the line of politics, of which 
Thugut by thefe means took the whole 
direction, in gaining over Bifchoffwerder. 
But, although Lewis the XVlth placed 
hirnfelf as it were at the head of the coa- 
lition of fovereign princes, it may ftill be 
objected that there is no evidence that he 
was difpofed to introduce foreign enemies 
into France, or that he attempted the re- 
covery of his former power otherwife than 
by menaces, of which thefe fovereigns 
H3. 
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were to be inftruments. The council of 
Coblentz and the court of the Tuilleriea 
had 1 the fame ultimate object in view, but 
differed with refpe<St to the means. The 
former had loft every thing; biit to the 
latter there yet regained much to lbfe t 
The king wjfhed for ail the ,effe#s of a 
fuccefefui war on the part of the cpalefced 
powers, but appears always to fhripk from 
the price at which it was to be attained. 
Much has been iiaid and written, to prove 
that the king 'continued averfe to hoftile 
xneafures, and gave his cpnfent-at laft with 
great reludance. M.TVIallet duPan, the 
annalift who fpeaks the mpft confidently 
jan t|i is point, aflu res us that the king was 
{o repugnant to the war, that he reqpired 
the iignatures of his mjnifters, at the t|me^ 
{o their decifioi) an this fubjedh If the 
king was reajly fo avferfe tp this war, who 
were the real prompters ? M. Mallet di| 
Pan affects that the war originated in the 
ambition of the Girqndq ixumf]ry. Inftead 
pf offering further pbfertfations op this 
pQJbtf I ttjall fubjoin the e^tra&of a.Jettef 
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written, at the time, by general Servan; 
minifter of Lewis the XVUh, and who 
probably is as well a9quainted with the 
hiftory of that tranfa&ion as M. Mallet 
du Pan* 

" J'ai re<ju hier, dans mes montagnes, 
une note d'un ouvrage attribu6 k M. 
Mallet du Pan. Elle eft dans la page 69 , 
fous la lettre D* On a cm, fans doute, 
me la faire connaitre, parce qu'il y eft 
queftion du miniftere (pr6tendu forme par 
Briflbt), et de la guerre qui afflige le monde 
depuis cinq ans, et k laquelle, on accufe 
ce miniftere d'avoir forc6 le roi de con~ 
fentir.. 

" Xa guerre etait decidee, et decretee, 
lorfque j'entrai au miniftere : mais ft j'ai 
quelque raifon pour juger de ce qui s'eifc 
pafte au coofeil, lors de ce d6cret, par ce; 
que j'ai vu dans le peu de tems que j f y av 
afsifte, je jne croirdis eh droit de n'aj outer 
aucuhe foi aux aflertions de M. Mallet du 
Pan, r61ativement k cet. avis ftgn6 de la 

h 4 
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part des mini (Ires par ordre du roi, hif 
leur voeu pQur la guerre, contraire au-fien, 
Tout le mondefait que le parti s'oppofant 
3 I.a guerre, auxJ[acobins, et k Taflemblee, 
etait voue'a la cour, ou paye par elle; et 
on peut prefumer qu'il s'oppofait a la 
guerre pour micux trpmper le pajti cen- 
traire. On fait aufsi, que, fi Ton fit une 
faute alofs, ce ne fut pas d'ayoir traite cette 
<jueftibn, et fait decider la guerre; maf$ 
bien de l'avoir fait decreter, avant de s'etre 
afliire fi la France etait en elat d'attaquer 
fes ennemis, dej&bien copnus, biencoali-? 
f£s, et bien decides a dicker desloijs, et 
a raraener l'ancien regime. Le parti de 
J'oppofition clans l'aflemblee avait ajout6 
foi, trop logeremcnt, k tputes les aflertiops 
de M. de Narbonnc ; et n'etant point de- 
ti:ompc par M. Degrave, miniftre {le la 
guerre, ni parM. DumQurier, qui le diri- 
geait, il crut recllement, fur la parole de 
ce dernier, la France en etat de porter 
tput de fuite la guerre dans h Belgiquc, 
d'en fairc la coflquete, de s'empar.er dij 
Jfolaiinat, et d.e pafler enfuite le pjijn^ 
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pour s'emparer du Brifgau, avant que les 
arm6es Prufsiennes, Imp6riales, et Autri- 
chiennes, pufTent s'y oppofer. Mais rien 
n'etait pret, ui fur le point de Tetre ; et 

nosennemis en furent exadlement inftruits, 

i 

En principe done, il parait incon tellable, 
que la guerre devait etre declaree ; mais il 
fallait travailler fans relftche a mettre le 
miiitaire Francais en 6tat hoftile, et at- 
tendre qu'il y fut, pour ofer difcuter, (i 
i)ous devions, oui ou nori, faire la guerre, 
afin que, Ip jour du decret pour raffirma- 
tive, on put voir nos armeesdans le milieu 
de la Belgique et du Palatinat, La cour 
etait bien oppofee a la guerre, felon M. 
Mallet ; et cependant M. Dumourier, dans 
£es memoires, fe "vante de lni en avoir 
prouve" la necefsite; et Ton ne pent plus 
douter aehiellement, que ce miniftre ne 
fut bien vu par la cour. On fait toutes les 
fautesqu'il fit commettre au i\>i: on con- 
tfait'fon ambition, ettout ce qu'il a fait k 
h tete des armees pour retablir cette meme 
cour, ou il efperait bien jouer le premier 
fple, Cette pretend ue trifteife du roi,,dont 
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parle M. Mallet du Pan, ces larmes, n'e- 
taient-elles pas feintes? et la cour, ne de- 
vait-elle pas meme beaucoupefp6rerd'une^ 
guerre coipmenc6e fans moyen, avec la 
pi u part des g6neraux a fa devotion, contre 
les deux puiflances de TEurope les plus 
formidable* par Finftru6tion et le nombre 
de leurs trouptes ? 

" D'un autre c&t6, je peux aflurer que 
je n'ai jamais vu le roi c6der k fon confeil, 
dans les chofes meme dont il paraiflait que 
fes miniftrcs lui avaient prouv6 la necefsit6 
et les avantages pour lui, lorfque fes con- 
feils particuliers, la reine, et madame 
Elizabeth, lui avaient auparavant d6fendu 
de rien accord er fans les avoir confult6es* 
Je pourrais citer vingt preuves de ce que 
j'avance, Plufieurs fois j'ai vu le roi (avec 
un efprit droit, et, je crois, de la bonne 
volonte) t6moigner fon embarras fur la 
conviction ou il paraiflait etre de ce que lui 
difaient fes miniftres, rompre le confcil, 
« ne fach^nt que leur repondre, et ne vou- 
Jant ni trahir fa conscience, ni manquer a 
J 
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ft parole donn6e avant d'entrer au confeij, 
J'ai vu traiter lea quatre grandes affaires, 
qui, j'ofe le croire, ont amen6 la perte du 
roi, et de fa famille^la fupprefsion de fa 
garde ; Je d6cret centre les 6roigr6s ; celui 
contre lea pretres in ferment^ \ et celui 
pour un camp proche Paris. Le roi con- 
fentit k Ja fupprefsion de fa garde : maia 
de quelle maniere ex6cuta-t-il ce decret ? 
Celte garde fut en effetcpnferv&e, *foldee t 
cat£chif6e, documentee, &c. et Ton peut 
trouyer daqs cette conduite les raifonsdo 
Ja condefcendance du roi. Le decret fur 
Jes 6mjgr&s ne plaifait nullement k la reinej 
celui fur Jes pretres deplaifait a madams 
Elizabeth, et au Pere TEnfaqt; et pelui 
fur le camp prp'che Paris dophait de trop 
grands nioyens d'augmentcr fyps fecoufle, 
et de la maniere la plus prpmpte, no$ 
armees. II aflurait, fans jnjuftice, de« 
Jipmmes yetus, 6quip6s, armes de bonne 
vqlpnt6, jeupes, robijftes, &c. 'pe ne de- 
¥jit pas etre le yqeu <le Ja cour, bien moins 
, fcelui de Ja reine, ni des perfonnes qui 
fl'ayaient ponfeptj k la guerre, que daps 
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Tefp^rance k peu pres certaine, que, faute 
de moyens, nous ferions battus, et verrions 
Jcs coalifes donner des Joix a la France. 
Aufsi M. Dumourier s'oppofa-t-il a ce 
camp, efe profita-t-il de cette circonftance, 
pour faire renvoyer trois de fes collegues 
qui commencaient a le trop bien connaitre* 
et pour s'emparer du miniftere de la 
guerre* 

- u D'apres cet cxpofe ties fimple de cc 
dont j'ai et6 le temoin, ne fus-je.pas en 
droit de croire, 1°; Que le roi n'exigea 
pas de fes miniftres de figner leur avis fur 
la guerre (je xi'en ai jamais entendu pafler 
aucun d'eux : Madame Roland, ni M; Du- 
mourier, n'en difent rien dans leurs me- 
moires ; le fait 6tait cependant aflez im- 
portant); 2\ Que-ii le roi n'avait pas ete 
aulorife par fes confeils particuliers 'k 
confentir aij decret, il ne Taiirait pas fait ; 
3°. Que la cour dut marqucr de la repu- 
gnance en public pour cette guerre, mais 
cnetre bien aife en reaKte? N'etait ce pas 
en effct le feul moyen de s'aflurer de 
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puillans fecours au dehors, et beaucoup 
plus de partifans au dedans ? 

" Mais qui done a veritkblement necef- 
iite cette guerre fi defaftreufe, dont fe plaint 
M. Mallet du Pan? Demandons le lui : il 
aura peut-etre d'autant moins de peine a 
nous Tapprendre, qu'apres avoir 6te initi6 
dans tous ces fecrcts, il a 6t6 de fon aveu 
Tagent, ties a£tif des puiflances coalifees. 
N'eft ce pas le cabinet d'Angleterre, Fin- 
fatiable ambition, de cette cour devorante, 
les folles efp6rances des princes combines 
fe foumettant aux alliances les plus mon- 
ftrueufes dans la vue de fe partager la 
France, et de bouleverfer le fyfieme poli- 
tique de TEurope, k Tavantage de l'An- 
gleterre, de TAutriche, et de la Rufsie ? 
car toutes les autres puiflances de la coali- 
tion auraient ete infailliblement traitees 
comme les animaux le furent par le 
lion. . . . . 

" II prit la-deffus, 
" Ou bicn, s'il ne prit tout, il n'en demcura gucre." 
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• The. points which this fupplementary 
correfpondence fecms to eftabliih are, that 
the king was decidedly averfe to every 
meafure that was taken in Frarfce, from 
the formation of the ftates-general, to the 
fall of the throne : but, unable to contend 
with the whole nation, he was defirous \o£ 
calling in foreign powers, to aid or at leafi 
to menace; that his temporifing meafures 
were thwarted or oppofed at firft by his 
brothers, and always fyy their followers, 
whofe only " gain was ruin, havoc, and 
{poll" Whatever might have been the 
plans of the court to fubdufe the " fa6tious" 
by the menaces of foreign powers, the de-. 
claratidn of war, which afterwards took 
place, deranged the whole of the fyftem ; 
and thofe inftruments of the court and the 
emigrant princes appeared on the frontiers 
only to experience how futile are all pro- 
jects, when oppofed to the will and force 
of a people Struggling for its independance 
and liberty. 



J 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



IT was at this part of theCorrefpondence 
that the divifion in the intended French 
edition took place. The firft part was 
considered by the editors as a kind of 
moral gallery of paintings, more or lefs 
pathetic, which retraced the character of 
the king, under every form, and in va- 
rious colourings. This fecond division con- 
tained the analyfis of the manufcripts of 
Lewis the XVI th, which the French edi- 
tors fuppofed might one day become the 
manual of hereditary or elective princes ; 
who, facrificing their pride to the love 
of order, and their reafons of ft ate to the 
logic of principles, would try to forget 
that they were kings, and remember that 
they were men. — The editors have, we 
fear, indulged themfelves in a delufion. 
Maxims are concentrated leffons of human 
wifdom : but it is not always he who reads 
or reafons wifely, that is wife. Without 
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participating in the. fond hopes of thcf 
French Editors, I have, however, inferted 
all the papers in roy poflefsion, of Lewis 
the XVIth, which have not yet appeared, 
and refer to the table of contents, for 
fuch papers as are already known, and 
have therefore been omitted*. 
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• rfeTTRE A MONSIEUR L*AB8& * * * *. 

Paris, it Mars, 1791?. 

• MONSIEUR l'abbe, vous me demandez 
«tes inftru&ions propresl dinger I'edoca* 
tjonde M. le Dauphin dans cet age tendre 
©u les paf^ions; n*ont point encbre parley 
ou la raifon cependant laifle k i'enfant la 
velont6-et le pouvoir d'appceridre. 

Ces inflations me paraiffeijt d'autant 
plus utiles, qu*il exifle peu d'ouvrages qui 
puiflfent guider les inftituteurs, et leur 
Jaifter Tefprit de dinger Tenfance avec 
quelque fruit. Voici les reflexions qui 
iri'ont ete fugg6rees par la ledlure des bons 
£crivains, et que j'ai eflay6 de tracer avec 
jfcoute la clarte pofsible. *Je Fai fait avec 
•C6 zele que dilient la tcndrefle d f iin pere, 
ct lie fentiment d'un homme vivement 
-|>en6tr& des dtevoirs qu'infpire le rang ou 
-fopn fils eft appele par la naiflance, 

VOL* HI. I 



i|* CORRESPONDENCE of 

Vous avez k former le copur, Vefprit, et 

le corps d'un enfant, \ 

. L%«empl«^ de fagcs confeils* Acs iau~ 
anges accordees t avec art, et des r6prU 
fittndcg toujourifaites avec douceur, feront 
tiaitre ddns le coeur de Votre jeune fcteve 
la dduae fenfibilite^ la honte de Ja faute, 
I'&mfe $e bien faifre v une Jouable 6mvrtav 
tfon, et ledeflr de piaire & fon inftituteur* 

Peu de Hvres, mais bien choifis: des 
livres el£mentaires, clairs, pr6cjs, et m6i- 
thodiquej, une qimable occupation, qui 
tee fetigM* point Ja ff*6nkoire, qui excite 
ia curiofittfy donne le goiit de J'&ude et 
j*amour du travail, doivent former bjeptAt 
a^tefprit cPup enfant bien prganife, dooile, 
$t ftudieux. 

u Das xijitraitel. fouvent r6pet6s, la prome* 
.paid?, des travaux* champetres dont fin- 
^ituteur 'doit partager \bs fatigues et las 
.pl^fira, et qui) peuyent fe borner &la cuU 
ture d'ua petit jard in, t quelquos jeiix avep 



.li! 



4*£ eftfe?* du mfoie Sge 5 mhisla:.pt£fcnfc« 
4? ' maitre— voila ? les moytfns; anfefllibles 
pQ^rxonferverlai£arrk6der^fant^ chipmer 
fes ennuis, et fortifier foh corps* i 

Ymw devez fixer* d'une mapiefe com- 
Af ode pour vous ct utile pour l'-enfant, les 
heures de vos&ufles, deroB> promenades, 
et de vx>s travaux manuels. 

Je me referverai certains momens pour 
apprendre k mon. fils la rgeograph*e : hien- 
tot les premiers Siemens de Thiftoire lui 
fcront developpes: txous deroulerons de* 
vant lui les annates des peuples anciens et 
modernes. 

■ Je ne ferai pas ftch& que mon fils s'oc* 
cupe d'un 6tat mechaniquc dans leg mo* 
mens de laifir, ou pendant le$ recreations. 
Je fair bien que certaines gens me biament, 
qti'ils trouvtnt plaifant de me voir joindre 
k& inftrumens de la ferrurerie au fceptrt 
<te& jrois* Je tiens ce go&t de ma ayeux ; 
un de nos fagefc philofophes par excellence 
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a fait daos fes livres mon apologie ; et c f «ft 
peut-etre tout ce que j f ai trouv6 de bon 
dans fan Emile, ou ce qui m'a paru digue 
d'etre excufe. 

Que les principesdes connaiflances foient 
graves dans la memoire de mon fils. Je 
jneprife les hommes fuperficiels : ce font 
des ignorans prefomptueux, plus fujets k 
Terreur que les autres. 

Que l'adulation n'annonce jamais let 
caprices de votre 61eve: mon fils n'ap- 
prendra que trop tot qu'il fera libre un 
jour de fatisfaire les fiens. 

Exaltez & fes yeux les vertus qui font les 
bona rois ; et que vos lemons foient proper- 
tionn&es & fon intelligence* Helas! il ne 
fera.qiie trop tent6 d'imiter un jourceux 
de fes ancetres qui ne furent recommanda- 
bles que par des* exploits guerriers. La 
gloire militaire tourne la tete. Eh ! quelle 
gloire, que celle qui regarde des flots de 
fang humain^ et ravage l'univers! 
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Apprenez lui avec F£nelon que les princei 
pacifiques font les feuls dont les peuples 
confervent un r61igieux fouvenir. I* 
premier devoir d'un prince eft de rendre 
fon peuple heureux : s*il fait etre rol, ii 
faura toujours bien defendre ce peuple et 
fa couronne. * 

II faut le familiarifet avec nos bons au- 
te'urs Fran^ais, afin de developper dans les, 
facultes intelle6tuelles cette purete d'ex- 
prefsion que doit avoir dans fes paroles et 
fes Merits un prince que tous les fujets 
auront droit un jour de juger. 

- Apprenez " lui de bonne heure & fa voir 
pardoriner Tinjure, k oublier Firijuftice, & 
r6compenfer les anions louables, a refpec- 
ter les mceurs, a etre bon, & reconnaitre les 
fervices qui lui ont ete rend us, 

Parlez lui fouvent de la *gloire de fes 

ayeux; et offitez lui, pour modelede con* 

duite, Louis IX, prince religieux, avec des 

naofcurs et de la verit6; Louis XII, qui ne 

i 3 
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yeut point ptttfir l£s conjures du diic <TQr- 
J6fliHt et qui wj^oit dps Fran^ais le litre de 
p£re .du : peuple; du grand. Henri* qui 
noqrrtt b'ftUe de; Paris qui l'outrage, et 
lui fq.it 1& guerre; de Louis XIV, noi> 
lorfqu'ij. donn? des loijc & l'Eqrope, maia 
lorfqu'il pacifie Tunivers, et.qu'ij eft 1$ 
protedleur des talens, des fciences, et de* 
beaux a)ts. ; ' !• 

Mettez un irein & fes pafsions, ;et neder 
guifez jamais les ftiblefles de votre elevq. 
Que le calme des vertus privees maitrife 
fes fens: il.fera dou)t, p^cifique, digue 
d'Stre aim6. Alors vous ferez fur de votre 
ouvragfe: on vous ^pplaudira ; et vous par- 
tagere? la recpnnaiflance que les peuplep 
doivent a $eux qui ont 6cout6 la. fagefjfe 
v d<? ?en61on >; dans les fondtions qyi fo«£ 
immortalife, 

Ce n'cft point des exploit* d' Alexandre, 
111 de Charles ?m» dont. i\ fctti entreteinr 
votre 61eve : cea prince font des m£t&>rs* 
qui ont d£*aft4 fa tcrre.* P^rle? Jyi, MA& 
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bonne heure, de$ phnc^qoioht ^rotigc 
le commerce, agrahdi la fphfcre idea arts; 
enfin des rois tela qu'il ies faut aua ^euples* 
et non tels que Tfriftoire fe plait ^lcdlouei^ 

Vous connaiflez les bons livres, lee bon- 
nes methodes: vous m'arfez paru avoif 
profite de voe lediures, des premiers lemons 
de la jeuneffe : vous etes inftruit : t&chez 
de faire pour mon fils ce qui a ite fait 
pour vops. Mais ne vous preflfez pas de 
jouir du fruit de yds travaux: ne redoutetf 
pas la lenteuf : foyez bien conv^incu que* 
Votre eieve fent, quand voite voulez lui 
apprendre encore : ne deguifez jamais $ fefc 
qu'il ne paraiiTe pas plus favaht qu'il ne 
I'eften effet : il eft honteux k un prince 
de h'avoir que des demi-qoiinaiflancetf : foil 
inftituteur doit lui £vite? cette honte* 

F^ignez d'apprendre axfecvotfe &eve$ 
ft excitez fan 6ftiulation en piquapt fa 
Varrite: on rauffeit qudquefois par ce pro- 
o&d&l il. fait la gloire du-maitre^ et les de* 
lices de i'eleve. 

i 4 
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Parlez lui quelquefois, et toujours avec 
refpecft, d^ Dieu, de fes attributs, et«de 
fon culte. Prouvez lui que l'autorite des 
rois vient de Dieu, et que, s*il ne croit 
pas a la puiflance du maitre des rois, II 
fera bientot la vidHme de ces hommes qui 
ne croient rien, meprifent Fautorit6, et 
s'imaginen t etre lesegaux des rois. 

Qu'il apprenne des a prefent que la re- 
ligion eft digne de tous fes bommages et 
de toils fes refpe&s ; que Tincr6du lite et 
la faufle philofophie minent fourdement 
les trones* et que Tautel eft le rempart 
des rois religieux. 

Dans un fiecle aufsi eclair^, aufsi inftruit 
que le notre, il faut que votre 61e.ve foit 
aflez verf6 dans la connaiflance des fcicnces, 
^exa&es, pour appr6cier les-d6couvertes 
uti es. II ferait un jour tres facheux pour 
lui, qu'il ne fat pas difcuter, dans certain^* 
circonftances, des matieres qui d6c£leraient 
ion ignorance.: Des qu'il aurait donne fa 
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mefure, comme le dit Montagne, il ne 
ferait plus roi que de nom. 

En attendant que votre jeune eleve ap* 
prenne Tart de r^gner, faites refl&chir fur 
iui le miroir de la v6rit6, fur tout ce qui 
peut lui rappeler qu'il n'efl au-deflus des 
autres hommes que pour les rendre heureux, 

Souvepez*vous de lui enfeigner que c'eft 
lorfqu'on peut tout, qu'il faut etre tres "* 
fobre de fon autorit&. Les loix font les 
colonnes du trone : fi on les viole, les 
peuples fe croient delies de leurs engage* 
mens. Les guerres oiviles nous ont appris 
que c'eft prefque toujours ceux qui gou* 
vernent, qui par leurs fautes ont fait re- 
pandre le fang humain : le roi jufte eft le 
bon roi* 

* Apprenez a votre eleve que les vices et 
les exces deahonopent egalement ceux qui 
doivent un jour, fl'etre cites que comme 
des modeless fuivtc. 
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Montre^" lui, combieh la douceur, la 
bonte, la moderation,, ont de charmes* 
Reprimez les rnouvemens impetueux de 
la nature : n'obeiflez jamais an caprice ; 
cherchez l'amiti& de votre 6ieve, non par 
une dangereufe complaifance, mais. pat 
line confiance raifonnce, par les carfcfles 
pures de Tattach6ment r et par un6 com- 
plaifance bien appliquee. 

Ne fatiguez point inutilement fa ito6+ 
moire :, mais que tous les momens de fort 
exiftence foient occupes; que Ie travail et 
le plaifir rempliflent bien tous ks iftftaiu 
qu'il paffe pres de vous* Faites tout votre 
pofsible pour q.u'il difire Vouq toir^ 6tre 
avec Tous, et qifil fcit malheurfcux de 
jrotre abfence. . >....: .... 

J'avais, pour feu M. le Dauphin mon 
fUs, ecrit un tpes grand if ombre d'id^tf iiir 
reducatioft: qudques eweurs, emprunt^eb 
de la philofophie modeme, *'£taientglf flees 
dans mon recueil : c'efr Tekp6rience qui 
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ftk% inftrui t* Je crais vous avoir fait pafler 
tine copie de mon» traite : faites un crioix ; 
mais m£fiez-vous de tons ces principes cr* 
ron&y enfants perdus de la nouveaut6, de 
Tefprit du fiecle, et du poifen de i'incr&» 
dulit£. O 

Loin de lui tous les ouvrages de la phi* 
lofophie qui pretend juger Dieu, fon culte, 
ion eglife, et fa loi divine. Les pafsions 
ne lui infpireront que trop un jour le defir 
de fecouer le joug de la religion ; et les 
flatteurs fauront bien profiter de ce mo- 
ment. Faites lui refpe6ter les chofe^ 
faintes, et devoilez & fes yeux la faufle 
philofophie. 

J'aurais bien des chofes a vous dire que 
me di&ent ma tendreffe pour mon fils, et 
le d&ir de former fon coeur et fon efprit : 
mais je crains de prendre trop le ton fen- 
tentieux, et d'avoir Fair de. di<fter des loix 
k fon. inftituteur. J*ai toute confiance en 
vous, M. Tabbe : que ma lettre foit quel- 
quefois confultee par vous, mais ne foit 
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pas l'unique regie de votre conduite. J*ai ' 
befoin de vous voir quelquefois : venez a vec 
votre eleve.. Au milieu des chagriris qui 
d£chjreni moname, mctn unique confola- 
tion eft dans mon tfijs t ejt je, jji$ complais 
en voyant les progres qu'il fait touaiies 
jours, et qu'il doit & vos foins et a votre 
amitie pour lui. /•..'•. 

, . ." ' Lqujs* 
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(TranJUtiw.) 


Xjetter of Lewis the XVIth to the 


Abbe'. ****. 



Paris, March u, 1791. 

You aft: me, Sir, far fuch inftru&ions 
&s may be fitted to diredt the education 
of the Dauphin, at that tender age when 
ih? pafsions ar? yet dormant, but when 
xeafon furnifties the child with the dif- 
position and the means of improvement* 

Thefe inftru6lions appear to me the more 
jieceflary, as there are but few works ex- 
tant, proper to ferve as guides for pre* 
ceptors, and to train up a child with ufe- 
fulnefe. I fend you a feries of reflections 
which have been fuggefted to me by the 
ftudy of good writers, and which I have 
endeavoured to Amplify as njuch as pof- 
fible, 1 have performed this talk with the 
zeal dictated by a father's tendernefs, and 
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the feelings of a man deeply penetrated 
with the duties which belong to that rank 
which my fon is called to fill by his birth. 

You have tfy foiyn the heart, yid ppr- 
fe& the moral aad physical faculties of a 
child. 

Example, feafonable advice, pratfe 'be- 
llowed- with addr6fs, aftd reproof tempgred 
By mildnefs, will awaken in tltelieart iff 
your young pupil a tender ferifibilitj% <he 
dread of doing wrong, the defire of ttSKrtg 
well, a laudable fcmulatfon, zmd thte ; wiflt 
of pleafing his preceptor* 

~ Few books, but thofe well chofeny ele* 
meintary worka, clear, cofcci fey arid me* 
thodicali . 'agreeable { occupation^, whTch, 
without: burdening'- the . memfofy, excites 
curiofity,' infpires a Aaftef for ftuely*, : and 
the leve -of lab&ur, will foon .form the 
tnincT*>f a well organifed, dociley and ftu* 
dioils j ctiild. '■/' " : 
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Extracts often repeated, walks, and rub- 
ral labours, the toils and pleafures of 
which the preceptor ihduld partake, and 
which may be limited to the cultivation 
4>f a fnrall garden ; a few fports with chil- 
dren of his ewn age in the prefence of the 
mailer 7 fuch are the infallible means of 
ftfeferving the child*s health, of f&ving 
Jiimr from the languor of idlenefs, and of 
ftrengthening his conftitutidn. 

You ought to fix the hours of your 
ihidies* your walks, and your manual oc- 
cupations, fo as to render them commo- 
dious to yourfelf, and ufeful to the child 

I will fet apart fome moments to in» 
0rudt my fon in geography: the firft ele- 
ments of hiftory will be unfolded to him; 
and we will lay before his young mind the 
annals of antient and modern nations. 

I fhonld not be difpieafed that my fon 
made himfelf acquainted with fome me- 
thanical aft, in the moments of leifuro or 
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recreation* I am ivell aware that people 
blame me, and make it the fubjedt of 
pleafantry, that I handle the tools of the 
fmith, whilft I wield the fceptre of kingsr. 
This tafte I inherit from my anceftors. 
One of our fuperlatively^fage philosophers 
has made an apology for me in his writings; 
and this perhaps is all I found good in his 
JEmile, all at leaft that appeared 'to me 
worthy of being excufed. 

. Let the principles of the different 
•branches of knowledge be engraven oil 
•my fon's memory: I defpife "fuperficial 
minds; .they are ignorant, prefumptuous, 
and more liable to error than other men. 

- Never encourage by adulation* the. car 
prices of your pupil : .my fon will Jearn but 
too foon that the time approaches when 
he will be at liberty to indulge them. M 

Magnify in his eyes \ the virtues that 
-conftitute ft good king, and let your lef* 
4pi)$..h9« adapted to his; comprehenfioa. 



L 
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Alas! he will be one day but too ftrongly 
tempted to imitate fuch of his anceftors as 
were diftingulfhed only by their warlike 
exploits. Military glory dizzies the brain ; 
and what fpecies of glory is that which 
rolls its eye over ftreams of human blood, 
and defolates the univerfe?. 

Teach him, with Fenelon, that pacific 
princes alone are hejd by the people in 
religious remembrance* The firft duty of 
a prince is to render his people happy : if 
he knows what it is to be a king, he will 
always know how to defend .his people, 
and his crown. 

He muft be made familiar with our beft 
French authors, in order to unfold, in his 
intelle&ual faculties, that purity of ex* 
prefsion which ought to belong to the 
language and writings of a prince, whona 
all his fubje&s will have a right to judge. 



Teach him early to know how to pardon L 
injuries, forget injuftice, and reward lauda- 

VOL. III. K 
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i 

ble a<Slions ; to refpedt morality, to be 
good, and to acknowledge the fervices 
which are rendered to him. 

Speak to him often of the glory of his 
anceftors, and prefent to him, as a model 
for his condu6V, Lewis the IXth, a reli- 
gious prince, and a friend to m6ralityand 
truth ; Lewis the Xllth, who would not 
punifh the confpirators againft the duke 
of Orleans, and on whom the French con- 
ferred- the title of father of his people. 
Point but to him alfo Henry the Great, 
who fed the city of Paris while it infulted 
and made war again (I him ; and Lewis the 
XlVth, not while he gives laws to Europe, 
but when he pacifies the world, and be- 
comes the prote6tor of talents, of the 
fciences, and the fine arts. 

Curb the pafsions, and never conceal 
the foibles, of your pupil. Let the calm 
of private virtues regulate his defires ; and 
he will become mild, pacific,* and worthy 
of being beloved. You will then have 
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cfafured the fuccefs of your undertaking : 
you will be applauded, and will partake 
of that gratitude which nations owe to 
thofe who have imitated the wifdom of 
Fenelbn, while he was employed in the 
difcharge of thofe duties which have raifed 
him to immortality. 

It is not on the exploits of Alexander, 
or Charles the Xllth, that you ought to 
dwell with your pupil — thofe princes who 
have'devafted the earth. Difcourfe with 
him, and that often, of fuch princes as 
have protected commerce, enlarged the 
fphere of knowledge — in ihort, of fuch 
kings as have been really ufeful to their 
people, and not of thofe on whom hiftory 
has been too lavifh of praife. 

You are acquainted with' the beft au- 
thors, and the proper methods of inftruc* 
tion ; and you appear to me to have bene- 
fited from your ftudies, and the firft lef- 
fons of you Hi : you poffefs knowledge. 
Endeavour to do for my fon as much, as 

k2 



i 3 2 CORRESPONDENCE OF 

was done for yourfelf. But do not be too 
eager to enjoy the fruits of your labours, 
or fear proceeding too (lowly ; and be con- 
vinced that your pupil underftands your 
preceding leilbns, before you widen the 
limjts of inftrudtion. Never diflemble 
with him, or fufFer him to appear more 
learned than he really is: it is fhameful 
for a prince to poffcfs only fuperficial 
knowledge ; and his preceptor (hould fpare 
him that difgrace. 

Pretend to ftudy with your pupil, and 
thus excite his emulation by awakening 
his vanity. This method is fometimes 
fuccefsful, and is honourable to the mailer, 
while it is delightful to the pupil. 

Speak to him fometimes, and ever with 
refpe<5t, of God, his attributes, and his 
. worfhip. t Prove to him that the authority 
of kings proceeds from God, and that, 
unlefs he believes in the power of the 
Mailer of kings, he will foon become the 
vidtim of thofe men who believe in no- 
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' thing, defpife authority, and imagine them- 
felves to be the equals of kings. * 

Let him be taught from his earlieft 
years, that religion is worthy of all his 
homage, and all his admiration ; that in* 
credulity and falfe philofophy undermine 
imperceptibly the throne, anc^ that the 
altar is the rampart of religious kings. * 

In an age fo enlightened as our own, 
your pupil muft be fufficiently verfed in 
the knowledge of experimental philofo- 
phy, to be able to appreciate ufeful dif* 
x:overies. It would be very humiliating 
for him not to know how to difcufs cer^ 
tain fubje&s, which, in that cafe, would 
only ferve to difcover his ignorance* 
" When he had given his meagre," to ufe 
an exprefsion of Montagne, he would be 
only a king in name. ^ 

While your young pupil is acquiring 
the art of governing, let fome rays of 
Jight be reflected on him from the mirror 
K3 
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of truth ; above all, be careful to imprefs 
thofe truths which may remind him that 
he is placed above other men, only to 
render them happy. Remember to teach 
him, that, when every thing is in our 
power, we muft be extremely fober in the 
ufe of our authority. Laws are the pillars 
of the throne : if they be violated, the 
people think themfelves abfolved from 
their engagements. Civil wars have taught 
\is, that it is almoft always thofe who 
govern, who have caufed, by their errors, 
the efFufion of human blood f The juft 
Jung ts the good. 

f Teach your pupil that vices and ex* 
cdTes diihonour thofe who ought one day 
to.be cited only as models for imitation, 

Difplay to him the charms of meeknefs, 
goodnefs, and moderatiqn. Reprefs the 
impetuous feelings of his nature; nevey 
be the flave of his caprice ; and feek the 
friepdfhip of your pupil, not by a danger- 
QU$ complajfance ? but by rational confU 
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dence, by the pure careffes of affe6llon r 
and well-dire&ed aflability. 

Do not fuperfluoufly fatigue his me- 
mory ; but let every moment of his exif- 
tence be occupied. Let alternate labour 
and recreation fill up the moments which 
are pafied with you. Ufe all your efforts 
to lead him to wifh to fee you, to be with 
you, and to regret your abfence. 

I had tranfcribed, for the ufe of my 
fon, the late Dauphin, a great number of 
ideas upon education : fome errors, bor- 
rowed from qjodern philofophy, had glided 
themfelves into my work. Experience has 
taught me better. I think I have fent 
you at copy of my treatife: make a choice 
from it; but beware of all thofe erroneous 
principles which are the offspring of no- 
• velty, of the fpirit of the age, and of the 
poifon of incredulity. 

Far be from him all thofe works, or 
that philofophy which pretends to judge 
&4 
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God, his worfhip, his church, and his di- 
vine law. The pafsions will one day but 
too powerfully incline your pppil to ftiake 
off the yoke of religion ; and flatterers will 
avail themfelves of that moment. Teach 
him to refpedl holy things ; and unveil 
before him falfe philofophy, 

I fliould have many things to fay to you, 
which my tenderneft for my fon would 
dictate, and my wifh to form his heart and 
mind ; but I fear taking too fententious a 
tone, and having the air of giving laws to 
hip preceptor. I have perfeft confidence, 
Sir, that my letter will fometimes be con- 
fqltedjby you : but I do not defire that it 
ihould be the only rule of your conduct I 
jTUift fee you frqm time to time; come» 
and fee me, with your pupiL Amidft the 
griefs that rend my foul, my confolatibq 
n in my fon ; and I pbferve, with comr 
placency, the progrpfs \\e daily n^kes, 
pnd which he owes to your care, and your 
friendship, 
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OBSERVATION? ON THE LETTER OF LEWIS THE 
X Vlth TO THE ABBE' • • •. 



VARIOUS have been the treatifes pa 
education written for the ufe of thofe who 
are deftined to govern* Confcious that - 
on the virtues, and more efpecially on the 
inftru#ion of the great, depend the hap-> 
pinefs of mifery of nations, and judging 
with the poet how rarely a king* born on 
the throne, is worthy of filling it, generous 
minds have been anxious to inftil into the 
bread of princes fuch maxims as might 
render more light to the governed, the 
quantity of evil they were legally deftined 
to bear. In ordinary times, the educa- 
tion of princes is fafhjoned by the cuftom 
of courts, and partakes of the nature of 
- the government they are born to regulate; 
it is in times of civil difcord, that the 
people gain fooie chances in their favour, 
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by teaching fuch as command, that thofe 
alfo have fome rights who obey. 

But, although exhortations of this kind 
have been frequent on the part of fubjedls, 
it is feldom that the world has been fa- 
Toured with fuch manuals of inftru<5iion 
by kings, Lewis the XVIth, having un- 
dergone one of thofe falutary leflbns, in 
which the people mingle as tutors, was 
qualified to become fo himfelf ; and we 
find, in* his precepts to the preceptor of 
his fon, many wife • obfervations, which 
do him honour as a man, mingled with 
others lefs laudable, which appertain to 
ftis profefsion as a prince. 

The pbyfical, moral, intellectual, and 
even mechanical qualities, which he re- 
commends as proper to inftil into his fon, 
are in general jurt. Thofe who blamed 
Kim for mis-fpending his own time in 
hammering the anvil or turning a fcrew, 
Wight fHll lefs readily exenfe him for 
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teaching his fon the art of a mechanic : 
yet this faftidioufnefs is perhaps too re- 
fined. Had it not been an hereditary tafte^ 
which is a fufficient anfwer to gainfayers, 
it was at leaft a profefsion acquired* He 
has the example of J. J. Roufleau alfo to 
plead for this favourite part of education, 
which, it is obferved, is the only good 
thing the king found in this whimfical 
writer. It is certainly a wife thing, in 
an age of revolutions, to inftru6l the great 
in the knowledge of the ufeful and liberal 
arts. Had Denys of Syracufe been as ig-> 
xjorant as he was princely, he might have 
been the fervant, inftead of the roafter, 
of a fchool at Corinth, 

Still more praife- worthy and important 
is the counfel which Lewis the XVIth 
gives with refpedt to the inculcating re* 
Jigious opinions on the mind of his fon. 
He had himfelf ftrong devotional feelings : 
unhappily it was devotion built on igno- 
rance; and, as the ftrongeft affections, 
when ill directed, prove molt injurious, 
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he fell the vi&im of his errors. He had 
fo far mifunderftood the nature of religion * 
as to fuppofe it a term fynQnymous with 
power. " Prove to him," fays Lewis, 
%c that the authority of kings comes fromt 
God." The preceptor would have been 
ftrangely puzzled to have made out this 
' demonstration. 

His exhortations againft infidelity, falfe- 
ly called philofophy, are alfo good in the 
abftraft ; but we may doubt the folidity of 
his axiom, that the altar is the rampart 
of religious kings. The altar, we have 
been aflbred, is fometimes the ally of de- 
fpotifm, and claims, like the authority of 
Icings, divine original. But on thefe dog- 
mas the world has Jong fince decided; 
and Lewis the XVIth himfelf was in this 
point an involuntary fceptic. 

" Laws," he obferves in the fame letter, 
* c are the pillars of the throne : if the laws 
be violated, the people think themfelves 
gbfolved from their allegiance. The hiftory 
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of civil .wars teaches us that it is almoft 
always governor who have been the caufes 
of the effufion of human blood." If re- 
finance to power be juftified by kings, 
and the foundation of royal authority be 
the opinion or will of the people, the 
altar, which demands implicit fubitiifsion 
to its decrees, and abhors all laical intru- 
Hon, muft be lefs an ally than an incum- 
brance to the fiate. 

It appears alfo from this letter, that 
the king, in the early part of his feign, * 
had wandered into the mazes of modern 
philofophy, and had entertained opinions 
as heretical with refpett to religion, as he 
now feems difpofed to admit with refpedl 
to' politics. He here cautions the pre- 
ceptor to beware of thofe erroneous prin- 
ciples, which are tfye offspring of novelty, 
of the fpirit of the age, and of infidelity • 
This caution is commendable: but the 
application, made by the king, is perhaps 
as erroneous as tHe principles he condemns* , 
Between the fubmifsion which fhrxnks from 
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enquiry, and the prefumption which de- 
cides without proof, there is a middle 
term, avowed both by religion a,nd true 
philofophy. It is not the inveftigation of 
the evidences for the being or attributes 
of God, the mode of homage due to him, 
the true conftitution of a Chriftian church, 
or the nature and extent of the divine 
law, which is irreligious : religion invites 
this examination, nor fears even the at- 
tacks of falfe philofophy. Thefe attacks 
may have been occafionally rude, and ir- 
reverent : but our enemies are fometimer 
our helpers ; and religion, difencumbered 
of its abufes, rifes only more glorious from 
the conteft. This error belongs, however, 
to the fyftem ; and the king may be par- 
doned miftakes in judgement, into which 
men more enlightened, and aspiouflydif- 
pofed as himfelf, have fallen. But while 
we note thefe blemiihes in his letter, the 
offspring of a well-difpofed mind, lqt us 
honour his memory for thofe excellent 
qualities which belong to other parts of 
his character. We have had occafion to 
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notice more than once, in the courfe of 
this correfpondence, the habitual horror 
of the king at the idea of fhedding human 
blood :* this falutary abhorrence he is ftre* 
nuous to imprefs on his fon. Knowing 
how difficult it is for thofe who poflfefs 
power not to abufe it, he forewarns the 
preceptor that his pupil will be one day 
but too ftrongly tempted to imitate fuch 
of his anceftors as were diftinguifhed only 
by their warlike exploits. It is not the 
biography of heroes, whom he reprefents 
as dangerous meteors laying wafte the 
earth, which Lewis the XVIth conjures 
him to fele6t for the ftudies of his fori ; 
but the lives of princes who have pro- 
tected commerce, enlarged the fphere of 
knowledge, who have amended mankind 
by their example, enriched them by pro- 
jects of general ufefulnefs, and fecured 
to them the blefsings of peace. 

Vpon the whole, if there be fome of 
thofe maxims which' bear the (lamp of 
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profefsional prejudice, the greater num- 
ber, and fuch as the king is moft ear- 
ned to inculcate, wear the forms of un- 
affe&ed philanthropy, and enlarged bene- 
volence. 



N. f 



fcEWIS XVI* M% 



QuelqveiMaximes, 6crites de la Main de 
LotrisXVL 



1. 

1L ne depend pas toujours du roi de 
fettdre fes fujets heureux; mais il depend 
dfe lui de s'en fervir utilement, en les 
employaftt at ce qu'ils favent faire* 

Faire du bien, entendre dire du mal de 
foi patiefflment, ce font Ik des vertus de 
roi. ' . 

3. 

Faire du bieri aux autres, c*efi en te+ 
cevoir foi-ttiSme. . 

. " ' ' 4. 
La theilleiirfe maniere de fe veilger eft 
de ne point reffembler k celui qui nous 
fait jnj ure* 

VOL. Hit tf 
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5. 

Celui qui refufe d'ob&r a la raifon uni- 
verfelle et politique, c*eft k dire a la Pro- 
Vidchbe, ! reflemble'i *un efclave fugitift 
celui qui ne la voit pas eftaveugle. 

\, % -& 

..,; 11 ne faut ; pasrecevojr les\opinions| de- 
pos peres comme des enfa«3, c'eft Jldire 
par Ja feule,,raifon que^ nos pejcp Ipq ont 
eues, etjDous les ont' laiflees ; mais, il faut 
les examiner, et fuivre la v6rit6. 

■ 7, ' ■ . . 

, Etr^ heureinc, c'eft if faire unc bonne 
fortune a foi-meme ; et la bonne fortune 
ce font les bonnes difpofitions de Tame, 
les bons mouvemens, et les bonnes a£iion$. 

8. •' '. ' : ;' 
II faut recevoir les bienfaits de fes amis 
£uis ingratitude et fans baflefle. 

'» • . 9. 

Unc franchife affedtee eft un poignarcf 
cache* *- .:..', 



t)oniions k tout le monde^ £hi9 lib&rale* 
ttient aux gens de bien, mais fans refufer * 
le n6ceflaire ^perfonne, pasmeme knotre 
ennemi : citr ce n'eft pa9 aiix ltt&urs que 
nous donn6ns, ni au cara&hib) -teais i 
1'homme que nous dorinonsV ' '•■ : ■•- 

li. 

C'eft une gfande reflburce, que le t6« 
moignage d'une bonne confciehce; : \ 

12. 

La religion eft la mere de9 vertus : le 
culte que P09 doit a Dieudoit etre pr£fer6 
k tout. 

13. 
Pour aimer, il faiit cbnnattre: poui* 
coniraitre, il faut eprouver. Je ne donne 
moti amitie qu'avec une extreme pre* 
caution* 

Les mauvais muficiexis, les maiivais po* 
etes, font infupportables k ceux qui leg 

l 2 
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6coutent : mais la nature les a mis en pof* 
fefsiob d'etre enchantes d'eux-memes. 

15- * 

Applaudir aux injures, gouter le plaifir 
de la m^difance quoiqu'on n'en fafle pas 
foi-meme les frais, c'eft devenir coupable* 

16. 

Les querelles de parti ne font que des 
6tincelles paffageres, quand le fouverain 
ne s'en mele pas: elles deviennent des 
incendies et des meurtres > lorfqu'il leur 
donne du poids. 

17. 

Les fauffes marques d'eftime etd f amiti6 
femblent permifes en politique ; mais elles 
ne le font jamais en morale : et, & le bien 
examiner, la reputation de fojurbe eft aufsi 
fletrifTante pour un prince, que nuifible k 
fes interets. 

18. 
Un prince avare eft, pour fespeuples, 
fcomrfie un medecin qui laifle 6touffer uri 
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malade dans fon fang: , le prodigue eft 
eomme-celui qui le tue, a force de faigner. 

19. 

Quiconque yeut aflujettir fes 6gaux eft 
toujours fanguinaire ou fourbe. 

20. 

La mauvaife fortune eft le thermometre 

qui indique en meme terns le refroidifTe- 

ment de fes amis* 

» 
21. 

Ceft dans T&me de Marc-Aur^le, bien 
plus que dans fes maximes, qu'il faut juger 
Fhomme et le monarque* 

22. 

Un ouvrage 6crit fans liberty ne peut 
etre que mediocre et mauvais. 

25. 
Une chofe ne m6rite d'etre ecrite qu'au* 
tant quelle m£rite d^etre reconnue. 



\ 
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• : L*inrtUutioi! d*i foldat eft pour la de-* 
fence de 1^ patrie : les louer a d'autres, 
c'eft pervertir a la fois le but du n6goce 
it de la gufeite. S'il n'eft pas permis de 
vendfe les chofes fafatefc, eh! qil'y a-t-ij 
de plus facr6 que le fang des hommes? 

'.•',■ 1,. : • 25.:, 

" En politique; on devrait faire up r^cueil 
de toutes les fautes que les princes ont 
faites par precipitation, pour l'ufage de 
ceux qui vculcnt faire des trait6s et des 
alManees, Le terns ' qu'iL'leur faudrait. 
pour 16s lire, Jeuf donncfrait celui de fain© 
des reflexions, qui x\e faifraient que leiip 

ptre falutaif-es, 

\ ■■ 

2^: 

11 faut diftinguer, la flatterie de la lour 
ange, Trajan etait encourag6 a la vertij 
par le Panegyrique de Plfne, Tibere 6tait 
ponfirpne dans Je vice par les flatteries 
(Jes fenatetjrs, » '...;•'• ' 



27. 

Les fleaux celcftes ne durent qu'un 
terns ; ils ne ravagent que quelques con- 
trees; et les pertes, quoiqiie douloureufes, 
fe reparent. Mais les crimes des rois font 
foufFrir long-tems des peuples entiers. 

28. 

Les princes de Machiavel font comme 
les dieux d'Homere, que Ton depeignait 
robuftes et puitfans, mais jamais equitable?. 
Louis Sforce avait raifon de n'etre que 
guerrier, parce qu'il n'etait qu'un ufur* 
pateur. 

29. 

II ferait k fouhaiter, pour le bonheur 
du monde, que les rois f'ufient bons, fand 
etre cependant trop indulgens, afinque la 
bonte fut en eux toujours une vertu, et 
jamais une faiblefle. 

30, 
Un roi, qui regne par la juftice, a toute 
la terre pour fon temple, et toua les gens 
de bien pour miniftres. N 

l 4 



ts* ' CORRESPONDENCE OF 



(Tranjlation.) 

Maxims, written by the Hand of Lewis 
the XVIth. 

-1, 

IT does not always depend upon a king 
\d render his fubje6ts happy; but it. is ia 
his power to make a profitable ufe of their 
talents, by giving them employments pf 
which they are capable. 

To dp good, and hear yourfelf evil 
fpoken of w}th patience, are the virtues 
pf a king. 

To popfer benefits on others is to receive 
them youtfelf, 

4. 

The beft manner of avenging ourfelves is 
by not ref^mbling him who has injured us. 
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5. 
, He who refufes to obey univerfa! and 
political reafon, that is, Providence, re- 
fembles a fugitive (lave : he who does not 
fee it, is blind. 

6. 
We muft not adopt the opinions of our 
fathers like children, that is, only becaufe 
our fathers have entertained thofe opinions, 
and have bequeathed them to us ; but we 
ftiould examine them, and follow truth, 

7. 
To be happy is to make our own for- 
tune; and that fortune confifts in good 
difpofitions of mind, good propenfities, 
and good a6tions f 

8, . . - 

Wfe ought to receive benefits from our 
friends without ingratitude, and without 
jneannfefs. 

9. 
Affefted franknefs is an hidden poignard. 
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10. 

Let us give to all the world, more libe- 
rally to the good, but without refuting to 
fatisfy the nccefsities bf any perfon, riot 
even of our enemy; fince we. do not give 
to morals, or to character ; we give to man. 

II. 

What a mighty refource is the teftimony 
of a good confcience ! 

• '/ ' lit. ' : 

Religion is the mother of the virtues i 
the worfhip we owe to. God (hould be 
preferred to all things. 

, 13. 

To love, we muft know : to know, we 
xmift put to a trial, I never confer my 
friendship but with the utmoft precaution. 
• «... 

■ U. '.-• -.. . 

Bad muficians, and bad poets, are in- 

fupportabje to thofe who liften ; but fixture 
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, has given them the privilege of being de«? 
lighted with themfelves. 

15. 

To applaud injuries, to relifti calumny 
although not of our invention, is to be* 
come guilty, 

16. 
Party-quarrels are only fiying fparks, 
when the fovereign takes no fi$ei but 
they' become conflagrations, when he 
throws his weight into either fcale, 

17- 
Falfe demonftratioos of efteem and 
friendship feem to be allowed in politics, 
but never in morality; and, on examina^ 
tion, we may perceive that the reputation 
of deceit is as ignominious for a prince, 
as it is hurtful to his interests. 

.18. 
An avaricious prince is, with i£fpe& to 
the people, like a phyfician who iuflerj 
I 



15* CORRESPONDENCE OF 

the patient to be ftifled by his own blood ; 
and a prodigal prince is like a phyfician 
who kills by too much bleeding. 

He who wifhes to reduce his equal to 
fubje6lioq, is always fanguinary or de- 
ceitfqU 

20. 

^ligfortune is the thermometer that 
marks the coldnefs of our friends, 

« 

21. 

It is more from the mind of Marcus 
Aurelius, than from his maxims, that we 
jnuft judge the man f and the monarch. 

22. 

A wprk, written without freedom, muft 
be without intereft^ and without merit* - 

23, 

-It i? only what merits being known, 
that merits beipg written. 
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Soldiers are instituted for the defence 
of the country; to let them out to other 
ftates, is to pervert at the fame time the 
end of coriimerce and of war. . It is not 
permitted to traffic with holy things ; and 
what is more facred than the blood of inen? 

25. 
A collection (hould be made of all the 
faults which princes have committed from 
precipitation in politics, for the ufe of 
thofe who defire to form treaties and al- 
liances. The time they mu ft employ in 
reading them over would lead to falutary 
reflexions. 

. 26. 

We rauft diftinguifli between flattery 
and praife. Trajan was encouraged to 
virtue by the Panegyric of Pliriy : Tiberius 
became obftinate in vice from the flattery 
of the'fenators. 

27. 
A fcourge from heaven lafts but £ cer* 
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tain time, ravages but a few countries i 
and the lofies which it occafions, however 
terrible, can bq repaired : but the crimes 
of kings expofe whole nations to long 
fufFerings. 

28. s 

The princes of Machiavel are like the 
gods of Homer, who were defcribed a& 
robuft and powerful, but never juft. Lewis 
Sforza was in the right to be only a warrior, 
fince he was only an ufurper. 

29. 
It were to be wiftied, for the happinefs 
of the world, that kings were always good, 
without being, however, too indulgent J 
in order that goodnefs in them might al- 
ways be a virtue, and never a weaknefs. 

SO. 
A king, who reigns by juftice, has the 
whole earth for his temple, and all good 
men for his minifters. 
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■■■. !•• •■ '...• ;o ,-..'.." 

• Penfeeis de Lovis .^CVI. .fur certaiite, 
Apteurs ancte&s el modernes* 

.• h • ' : -v !■ j ;-..•;.■ 

j En parlant de Serieque, il difaitr 

° JPkiftierais cet auteur, s*il : avait pra- 
tique fes principes : • rtiais fa vie contraftait 
avec fes preceptes: c'eft un fourbe phi- 
lofophe." 

• '• / • y;.. •• \ • 

II difait de.Tite Live : 
. " Je ne puivpie peffu^der qu€ fe9 
harangue? ayent jamais ete pronoricees k 
la tete des armees : dies font trop longues* ,f 

II obfervait que Tacite avait ete bien 
ofe, — " Je Taiine* et je Fadmire." 



" Raynal," difait-il, "• eft uri pedant, 
qui veut regenter l'univers: c'eft Foppofe 
de Pataglofs; tout eft mal felon lui." 
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" Sv Roufieau, avec fon cara&ere atnt* 
bilaire, eut foup£onn6 le mal que produi- 
ront un jour fes ecrits, je fuis perfuad£ 
qu'il ne les aurait jamais mis au jour. II 
eft en cela contraire & Voltaire, qui aurait 
emis fa penfee, quand rrieme il eut 6te 
aflur6 qu'elle aurait bouleverf6 un etat- 
C'eft un homme qui avait encore plus 
d'orgueii que d'efprit." 



Ne devons nous pas PEneide de^Virgile 
k la protection d'Augufte? Quels motifs 
determinerent Virgile kvouloir detruire ce 
poeme? II me parait qu'il exifte dans le 
caradtere. de ce poete quelques traits tuen 
dignes d'etre examines. 



Lewis xvi. i6 ( 



(Tranjlation.) 

Thoughts of Lewis the XVIth, pn fome 
Authors,' antient and modern* 

Speaking of Seneca, he faid, " I fhould 
love that author, if he had put his princi- 
ples into practice : but his life was in con- 
tradiction with his precepts; he was a 
philofophlcal deceiver/* 



Speaking of 4 Livy, " t cantiot perfuade 
myfelf that his harangues were ever pro- 
nounced at the head of armies : they are 
too long/* 



He observed that Tacitus was very daring* 
lf 1 love," faid he, " and admire him/* 

Vol. lift At 
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" Raynal," faid he, " is a pedant, who 
would govern the univerfe : he is the anti- 
pode of Panglofs ; according to him, all 
is evil." 



" If Rouffeau, with his atrabilarious 
character, had fufpe&ed the evils of which 
his writings would one day be the fource, 
I am perfuaded that he would never have 
fuffer^d them to fee the light. On this 
point, he forms a coritraft with Voltaire, 
who would have ufhered forth his thoughts, 
even had he been certain that they would 
overthrow a ftate. He was a man who 
bad ftill more pride than wit." 



" Do we not owe the jEneid to the pro- 
tection of Auguftus? What motives led 
Virgil to wifti to deftroy his poem ? There 
appear fome points in the character of thi# 
poet well worthy of invfeftigation/' 



LEWtSJCVt; • ti} 

r 

. At the ehd df thefe makiriis is the fol- 
lowing note of the French editor. 

" The Gironde had returned to moderate 
fentiments t they were anxious to fave the 
king, to declare his forfeiture of the 
throne, and decide on his fate* The mi- 
nifter Roland commifsioned the editor td 
compofe the juftification of the monarchy 
and, with this view, pfermitted Jiim to 
examine certain papers of Lewis the X Vlth* 
Which were in depdi at the minifter's hotel; 
Among thefe papers^ was a fmall manu- 
fcript of the king's, very badly written : 
it was a collection of maxims* and thoughts* 
Extracts have been made of fuch of thefe 
maxims as fcould be deciphered^ Some or 
them feem to have been parodied from 
bther works. Madame Roland had, among 
her papers, a copy af thofe joaaxims, which 
jftie alked from us;" 



it* 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRECEDING MAXIMS 
AND THOUGHTS. 



OF thefe maxims written by Lewis the 
XVIth, fotne are common, others inge- 
nious and lingular; and a few are even 
fublime. In the fixth, where he advifes 
inquiry into the triith of opinions, he 
fwerves from the rule he has elfewherd 
laid down; but this maxim was penned 
perhaps in his philofophical days. If he 
had duly ftudied the feventeenth &t cer- 
tain periods of the revolution, he might 
have avoided fome of the fatal errors into 
which he fell. Whom, in thfe nineteenth, 
does he mean by equals ? the fentiment is 
juft in the abftra6l ; but it is difficult to 
guefs at the application. The obfervation 
refpedling Marcus Aurelius is juft: the 
Soman emperor may however lofe by this 
mode of eftimation. The twenty-fecond 
4 is the fentiment of a king worthy of free- 
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dom ; and the twenty-fourth prefents us 
with a prominent excellence in the cha- 
racter of Lewis the XVIth. The twenty- 
fixth and the following maxim?, to the 
clofe, are equally ingenious, and juft. 

In his obfervations on the antieat and 
modern writers, thofe which refpedt Seneca 
and Livy are generally admitted. His ad- 
miration and love of Tacitus do honour to 
his underftanding and his heart. He was 
right with regard to Raynal, who, it is 
generally admitted, did not deferve the 
reputation he has acquired. It is doubtful 
whether the king be not too candid in his 
opinion refpe&ing Rqufieau : ftill more to 
be fufpe6ted is the accuracy of his judge— 
ment with refpeft to the refult of Rouf- 
feau's philofophic writings. His opinion 
of Voltaire is fevere, but feems to be better 
founded. The obfervations refpe&ingVirgii 
have nothing novel to recommend them. 
If we do not entirely owe the JEneid to 
Auguftus, this emperor had certainly a 
considerable influence in its formation. 
M 3 
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Virgil's motives for wiftii'ng to deftfoy thfa 
mpnumeqt are lefs obvious; and there are, 
no doubt, fome points \n the poet's cha r 
rafter apd conduct, which merit inveftir 
gation. . May it be permitted to dwell for 
a moment on this fubje<5t ? 

Of the various ftri&ures which have 
been m^de on this prince of poets, none 
perhaps are more fevere than thofe of the 
illuftrious tragedian pf Italy. " It is not 
'enough," fays Alfieri, " for the writer 
' who has the intimate convi&ion of having 
(difcovered truth, to feel the difppfition to 
propound, it with energy, and exprefs ij; 
with eloquence : to infure fuccefs, it is 
jndifpcnfable that he enjoy a previous 
competency, or be content with little; 
ptherwife he mud neccflafily fail in his 
efforts/* Alfieri is apprehenfiye pf pafsing 
for a retailer pf paradoxes, while he ftates 
propositions that are perfectly juft ancj 
reasonable. That the reward of virtue is 
not bread, is a proverbial truth. " Write 
a volume," fays Voltaire, ? c in praife of 
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monfeigneur Superbus Fad us : pen fonnets 
to his miftrefs's eye-brows, and dedicate a 
work to his porter ; you are fure of being 
well received, and recommended. In- 
ftru& the world ; and make up your ac- 
count for neglecft, and perhaps obloquy." 
This was the cafe in the days of Voltaire ; 
and philosophers have obferved, that, in 
certain things, mankind are given flowly 
to change. 

' The fervility of Virgil is the example 
which Alfieri produces to juftify his opi- 
nion. He pays the Roman poet the tri- 
bute nvhich he thinks Is fo juftly his due 
for his various excellencies, fuch as majefty 
of elocution, force of colouring, and imi* 
tative harmony: " but what,", adds he, 
*' forms the principal part of a writing, 
and what ought to enter for half at leaft 
into a work — the ufeful, mingled with the 
agreeable — this divine portion, which has 
for its foundation vigour of thought, and 
the feeling of truth, all this is totally 
Wanting in Virgil." 

M4 
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To have placed Auguftus the iirft in 
order of time, in the review made by 
Anchifes of the great men that were to 
illuftrate Rome, and render her miftrefs 
of the world, excites the animadverfion 
of Alfieri againft the poet as a chronolb- 
giiF; but the profufion of praife which 
Virgil beftows on his patron, while the 
S.cipios, the Regulus, the Fabricius, and 
the Fabius, are pafled haftily by with the 
fcanty tribute of a few flender verfes, raifes 
in him ftrong emotiQns of anger. " Not 
fatisfied with that," continues he, "Virgil 
puts himfelf to the expenfe of nineteen 
excellent and moft pathetic lines in praife 
of one Marcellus, the nephew of Auguftus, 
w\)o died in his youth, and who would 
have remained absolutely unknown, but 
for the bafe fublimity of thefe verfes : 
while, for Cato, Virgil has deemed half a 
line Sufficient ; three lines for Junius Bru- 
tus, and of Marcus Brutus not a word." 
There are omifsions alfo for which Alfieri 
cannot pardon the poet : but his indigna-? 
% t|on fwells into rage when he finds Cicero, 
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not indeed forgotten, but recorded in a 

difgraceful verfe in which the poet gives 

the palm to the Grecian orators, only "to 

tear it from Cicero *• " Penetrated with 

juft indignation," addsAlfieri, "the reader 

pAufes at fuch paflages, and feels himfelf 

impelled to exclaim, Here is the bread of 

Augufllis! this is the benefit which the 

protection of princes holds out to letters ! 

here is the bafenefs and fervility which are 

inseparable between the patron and th(} 

protected/ 1 - 

O anima eortefe Mantovana, 

Di cuila fama ancor nel mondo dura, 

£ durera, quanto'l moto lontana! 

Dantb, 

ever gentle fhade from Mantua fprung! 
Whofe fame unfading' as the world fhall laft, * 
£s long as earth in ambient air is hung. 

Hayley, 

With what mournful reluctance are the 
friends of liberty, admirers of thy infinite 

* " Let others ...... plead better at the bar." JEneid, 

PpfikVL 
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excellence, compelled to fubfcribe to this 
fevere fcntence, which thy tuneful pofte- 
rity, feeling the degradation pf genius, 
bring againft thee ! Thefe fentiraents, 
which the poet of modern Italy indulges 
againft the fervility of his countryman, 
and which Ariofto before him had gaily 
expreffed*, have been felt by the poets of 
other countries, jealous, like himfelf, of 
refcuing their auguft profefsion from dif- 
grace. 

* *' Non fu fi Canto ne benigno Augufto, « 
f Come la tuba di Virgilio fuona. 
" L'avcre avuto in poena buon gufto, 
" La prqfcrizione iniqua gli perdona." 

The poet adds, 

u Neflun fapria, fc Neron fbfle ingiufto, ^ 

. " Ne fua fama faria men fprfe buona, 

u Avefie avuto e tern e ciel nemico, 

*' Se gli fcrittor fepea tenerfi; amlci," 

Canto 35^ 

** Deem not Auguftus* life fo free from blame 
" As Virgil's trump delivers him to fame. 
*' His fkiil in verfe, and love to bards difplay'd, 
M The dire prescription veils in friendly (hade. 
" Not one might now on Nero's guilt exclaim, 
" Nor infamy perchance attend a name 
" By gods and men abhorr'd, had he enfur'd 
fl The pen «f writers, and the mufe fectfr'd.** 

Hqol*, 
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A poet of my country, in numbers not 
unworthy of the Mantuan bard, Had pre* 
ceded Alfieri ; and the fentiments of both 
pre" fo co-incident, that it would feem as 
if the elegant regrets of the Englifti poet 
had ferved for the bafis of the energetic 
indignation of the Italian. 

." O! had thy mufe, whofe decorating fkill 

f Could fpreaci rich foliage o'er the leaflefs hill ; 

*' HaqJ. flie, who knew with niceft hand to frame 

*f The fweet unperifhable wreaths of Fame; 

f € Had (he, exalted by a happier fate, 

?' Virtue's free herald, and no flave of ftate,» 

•* Decked worthier fhrines with her unfading flower, 

" And given to Freedom, what (he gave to Power; 

«* Then with more keen delight, and warmer praife, 

** The world had liftened to thy bolder lays ; 

f* Perchance had owed to thee (a mighty debt) 

" Verle where Perfection her bright feal had fee, 

f Where Art could nothing blame, and Nature nought 

regret." 

H a y l e r , May on Epic poetry. 

Hqwever great may haye been the poe- 
tical crimes of Virgil, whajtever effect they 
pight have had in hjlling his cpuntrymen 
into fervitude, y/e ihould perhaps feel fome 
indulgence for the poet, fince his offences, 
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in provoking chaflifement, have given birth 
to fuch glowing fentiments in favour of 
freedom. It would indeed be difficult to 
clear him from the charges which thefe 
accusing fpirits bring againft him : but 
might not fomething be urged in allevia- 
tion of the fe verity of the fentence? The 
fa&s ftand on eternal record : but can no- 
thing be fuggefted in favour of the inten- 
tion? Are we fure that the poet, while 
he was confummating his crime againft 
liberty, felt no concern for the fnare he 
was fpreading for his country ? Did he caft ' 
no lengthened looks into future ages, fol- 
lowing in his fancy that track in the infi- 
nite ocean of time, along which his repu- 
tation was deftined to fail ? On this fub- 
je(ft, an idea' fuggefts itfelf, which, though 
it prefents little in juftification of the of- 
fence, offers a plea in mitigation of the 
punifliment, 

*' The ivory-gate," fays Mr. Gibbon in 
his critical obfervations on the fixth book , 
of the JEneid, " puzzles every commeiv 
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lator, and grieves every lover of Virgil : 
yet it affords no advantages to the bifhop 
of Gloucefter." But, though Mr. Gibbon 
has demolilhed the irory-gate, as well as 
every other part of the Warburtonian hy- 
pothefis, are we fure that he has dif- 
covered its ufes, or the meaning of Virgil, 
better than preceding commentators ? The 
explanation by which he attempts to " fave 
Virgil's judgement and religion," may be 
ingenious ; but he admits that it is at the 
expenfe of uncommon harfhnefs and am- 
biguity of exprefsion. Dr. Jortin has ob- 
ferved, that Virgil, after having fhone out 
with full fplendour through the fixth book, 
fets at laft in a cloud ; and acquiefces in 
the common opinion* that, by fix unlucky 
lines, Virgil deftroyed the beautiful fyftem 
which x it coft him eight hundred to raije. 

Had Mr. Gibbon been as folicitous for 
the political as ibr the religious reputation 
of the poet, he might perhaps, while he 
was framing hypothefes, have hazarded 
other conjectures to unfold this aenigma. 
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Throughout his critical obfervations* Mr* 
Gibbon does not appear to have ftumblcd 
on any of thofe formidable objections which 
our lynx-eyed poets have brought again ft 
Virgil. On the contrary, he enumerates* 
among the moft ftriking beauties of this 
fixth book, the poet's representation of 
the happinefs enjoyed by the patriot who 
died for his country. 

Is it pofsible that the offences charged 
on the poet either efcaped the notice, or, 
confidcring the political character of the 
critic, were not judged by him to be of- 
fences? Dr. Jortin has afsigned what Mr* 
Gibbon calls a rcafon new ^nd ingenious 
for Virgil's having explained away his 
hero's defcent into an idle dream; but this 
reafon the critic finds alfa untenable* 
" The prepofterous conduct," which is 
explained by the poet's epicufifm, and 
which is fuppofed to be the refult of de* 
fign by the one, is attributed to hafte and 
indifcretion by the other* 
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In a work fo finifhed, it is Scarcely to 
be SuppoSed that Virgil could have a&ed 
without fome defign ; riiuch leSs* that, in 
the moft exquifite parts of his poem, he 
could have been guilty of hafte and indif- 
crqtion. Notwithftanding the devotednefs 
of the poet to Auguftus, may it not be 
prefumed that he could not eradicate from 
his mind the remembrance of thofe virtues 
which illustrated his country, thofe prin- 
ciples which it were impdfsible to be a 
Roman and a poet and not feel ? M*ay it 
not be conjedtured that Virgil felt at times 
the indignity he had committed towards 
the facrednefs of his profession, in the 
perverfion of the moral leffon which he 
might have held up to the world ? May 
not compunction have wrung his heart, 
when he reflected on the difhonourable 
offering which he made to power, of that 
incenfe which he fhould have coniecrated 
to the manes of the laft defenders of the 
republic ? Did he feel no remorfe in careSs- 
ing thus inglorioufly the hand that fed 
him ? he, who Sometimes threw put hk 
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republican foul athwart tbecuirafled bre&ft-* 
plate of the courtier, reprefenting, on th£ 
ihield of -his hero, the facred fpirft of Cato 
difpenfing laws to the happy fhades around 
him, and who could fo feelingly paint the 
country court of the poor Evarider, and 
thus panegyrife mediocrity : 

" Dare to be poor 

and emulate a god/ 1 

. Did no druggies arife in favour of virtue* 
in which the poet contrafted the fublimity 
of his chara&er, and the fervility of his 
lituation ? Did he contrive no mode of 
efcape from the reproaches with which 
elevated minds, among his own country- 
men and pofterity, might overwhelm him? 
Here the " idle dream'* finds »a neceflary 
appendage in the ivory-gate, through 
which the patriot might hope to glide, 
though the poet were torn to tatters in the 

* paflage. 

To quit the luxuries of a court, to 
make the furrender of his elegant villas in 
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.Campania and Sicily, 'and retire to his 
native mar/hes, as Alfieri fuggefts, were 
Sacrifices which probably required more 
iirehgth of mind than Virgil poflefled* 
JSut to enjoy the reward of fervility, and 
mourn the price at which it is obtained* 
are not incongruous feelings. All ienti^ 
ment of republican virtue was not yet ex- 
tinct in the foui of Virgil. If it were not 
a moral feeling of this kind which urged 
the facrifice of his reputation as <a poet* 
what motives could have led him, at the 
clofe of life, to order this precious monu- 
ment, this work of eleven years, to be 
committed to the flames? The faftidious* 
nefs of genius leads fometimes to extrava- 
gancies. Djfiatisfa&ion is the cahftant at- 
tendant of extraordinary talents; . But Vir- 
gil law nothing around him that could bear 
the flighteft point of cbmpetition : he had 
hti rival : he had ftruggled fuccefsfully 
again ft his divine original* and had per* 
haps equalled, if he had not, as Scaligef 
pretends, butftript him. May it nbt thett 
be conjectured, that this lift aft of th* 
vol. in* if 
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poet's life, the ordet for burning tbc 
jEneid, was the facrifice of genius to prin- 
ciple? Unwilling to perpetuate the injury 
he had done his country, or that thefe 
records of " bafe fublimity" Ihould furvive 
him ; fearful that this aenigma of the 
ivory gate might, like his other aenigmas, 
remain unrefolved, and'forefeeing the ac- 
cufations which might be brought againft 
him, he was anxious to complete the facri- 
fice while the fureft means of repairing 
the mifchief remained in his power.' But 
thefe intentions were fruftrated, and hap- 
, pily for the world ; which, though, with 
Ariofto, Alfieri, and Hayley, it may re- 
probate the cowardice of the republican, 
and the fervility of the courtier, will, as 
long as " this globe lhall be hung in am- 
bient air," bow in refpe6tful admiration 
before the poet. 
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Penfees manufcrites de la Main de Louis 
XVI, efc, puitees dans les Ouvrages tie 
Staniflas Lecziniky, Roi de Pologne, 
fon Ayeul *. 

QITUN roi fage, qui connait fes devoirs, 
qui les aime et les pratique, qui, par fa 
bont6 et fon humanit6, s'attire tous'lea 
jours des hommages que fa dignite meme 

# The/e flcetchesare prefented to the public, not sis ori- 
ginal thoughts of Lewis the XVIth, but as opinions which 
he adopted from the writings of his great-grandfather the 
king of Poland, and which were found copied in his hand-* 
writing. There are, certainly a great number of excellent 
maxims contained in this feledtion; and Lewis the XVIth 
having carefully ciaiTed them, they have been deemed 
worthy of publication, as difplaying the temper and dif- 
pofition of his own mind* The fentiments which we take 
the trouble of tranferibing are generally fuch as we find 
congenial to our own ; and which we wifh to imprefs on 
the memory by retracing them with the pen, and acquiring 
in this manner a fort of property in the feelings and ideas 
to which the heart is in fympathy. Thefe maxims are the 
productions of a king who appears to have merited the 
tide wjuch has been given Kim, that of a (age. 
N2 
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n'eft pas en droit d'exiger, — qu'un roi rami 
des hommes, et Thomme de fes fujets, ne 
. goute ni ne piaffe gouter un bonheur pur 
et folide, c'eft ce qui doit furprendre, et 
qui eft pourtant vrai en effet* ^ II ne voit 
autour de lui que des gens faux et inte- 
refies, k qui fes vertus d[6plaifent, lors 
meme qu'ils afferent le plus de les louer ; 
que des coeiirs bas dans leurs befoins, fiers 
et hautains dans la faveur, ingrats, quand 
lift n'ont plus rien k pretendre; que des 
hommes, enfin, qui, toujours divif^s de 
pafsions et d'int6ret, et toujours fe heurtant 
les uiis les autres, ne fe reuniflent que 
pour alt^rer fes fentimens, affalblir fon 
pouvoir, et, fous les dehors d'une fou- 
toifsion appret6e, s'acqu6rir fa confianee, 
et la trahir. Malgre fes talens, fes bonnes 
intentions, fa probite meme, les medians 
lui fuppofent des vices, les honnetes gens 
des d6fauts, les coupables de la durete, les 
innocens trop d'indulgence. 

II n'eft, pour les fouverains, de con- 
tentement veritable et folide, que celui 
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que leur donne une r6ciprocite de ten- 
drefle, toujours conftaftiment 6tablie centre 
eux et leurs fujets. Heureux doncie fou- 
verain qui, pour s'attirer Tamour de (esr 
peuples, ne neglige rien de tout ce qui 
peut le lui m6riter. 

Conquerir des coeurs, c'eft r6gner fur 
eux ; et ce regne n'eft-il pas pr6f6rable k 
celui qui ne fie foutient que par la force et 
la puiflance? puifque la puiflance et la 
force ne fe mantiennent, le plus fouvent,- 
elles memes, que par Tamour des peuples 
qui font obliges d'ob&r. Un h6ros n'eft 
fait que pour fubjuguer et detruire ; un roi 
ne doit s'6tudier qu*& rendre fes fujets bons 
et heureux. II faut n£ceflairement des 
ennemis k Tun pour fe faire un nom; 
l'autre n'a befoin, pour fa gloire, que 
d'etre aim6 de fes peuples,: un roi peul 
aifement devenir un grand hornme ; un 
heros ne Feft pas toujours, t 

• L'autorite des loix eft le fondement de 
Tautoritfe d'un fouverain : leur accomplif* 

N 3 
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fement fait fo furete : il y trouve fa gloire, 
gloire bien f up6rieure k celle que recher- 
chent commun6ment par les armes les 
princes qui> fous les fp^cieux pr6textes de 
bienfeances et d'utilite, 'et par le feul 
motif d'etendre leur limites ou de fignaler 
leqr valeur, ne refpirent que la guerre. 
VeritaHement cette efpece de gloire peut 
•augmenter leur puiflance ou leur reputa- 
tion : mais elle coute trop cher sU'liuma- 
x jiite, dont elle r6pand le fang. Les fou- 
verains ne font-ils done les chefs, les pro- 
te£ieurs, les peres des autres hommes, 
que pour les facrifier a leurs pafsions ? et 
ne doiventdls pas fr6rair de les y con- 
traindre, dans les occasions meme ou Texige 
indifpenfablement la conservation de T6tat I 

La liberte d'un fouverain n'eft pas dif- 
ferente de celle de fes peuples : il ne Jui 
eft pas permis de vouloir tout ce qu'il peutr 
il eft oblig£, comm6 eux, kne vouloir que 
ce qu'il doit. , Dans cette difpofition, il 
xi*a rien a craindre de fes fujets; et fes fu- 
jets Taiment plus qu'ils ne le craignent. 
3 
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Exempt de toute inquietude^ il vit au 
milieu d'eux avec confiance : tout le bon- 
heur qu'on reflent dans l'etat, on le lui 
attribue; toutesles punitionsqu'il ordonne, 
on les met fur le compte dea loix. Per^ 
fuade que ce qui regie fon pouvoir, Taffer* 
xnit, il ne penfe jamais k 1'etendre. 

II ne fuffit pas k un fouverain de refli6- 
dier aux abus de fon fiecle : il doit prepa- 
rer des remedes aux maux k venir. Ce 
n'eft pas pour le feul terns de fa vie, que 
la deftin6e de fes etats lui eft confine ; il 
_doit, par fes loix et par fes exemples, y 
regner meme apres fa mort. 

Un fouverain ne faurait rien faire de 
plus utile, que d'infpirer k fa nation une 
jjrande id6e d'elle meme. • II faut qu'un 
peuple s'attache k fa patrie, meme par 
orgueil. 

I/homme de g6nie ne faurait gouverner 
un 6tat fans fermet6 ; et e'eft pr6cif6ment 
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eette fermet6 qui foit ie malheurd'un &&% 
gouvern6 par un homjme fans g6nie. 

Un prijicc peut bien, par bonte, fe des* 
faifir de fa puifiance : mais il doit fe h&ter 
fie la feprendre au moindre foup9on qu'on 
put ep ^ufer t 

I) n'eft rien de plus dangereux dans un 
prince, que de mollir apres un grand 6clat 
jae fermet£. 

La difsimulation d/un roi ne doit alter 
qufe jufqu'au filence. 

Qu*qn prince eft heureux* quand il peu| 
fe repofer de Fadminiftration de fes finanfces 
fur un homme aufsi fage qu^clair^, aufsl 
d6fintere(T6 que fidele ! Un intendant hon* 
nete homme eft un tr6for plus pr6_cieux, 
que ne |p font tous le§ trGfijrs qu'on.lui 
eonfie ? 
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(Tranjlation.) 

Thoughts in manufcript, traiifcribed by 
Lewis the XVIth, ahd collected from 
the Works W Staniflaus Leczinlky, King 
of Poland, his Great-grandfather. 

THAT a wife king, who knows his du- 
ties, which he Joves and pra£iifes, who, 
by his goodpefs and humanity, calls forth 
that homage which his dignity would give 
Jiim no right to exa<ft, — that a king, the 
friend of men, and the man of his fubje6ls, 
ihould not tafte, or be capable of tailing 
pure and folid happinefs, may appear for- 
prifing, and yet is true. He fees none 
around him but falfe and iriterefted perfons, 
whom his virtues difpleafe even at the very 
moment when they affect mod to applaud 
them ; he meets only with hearts fervile 
in their wants, infolent and haughty when 
|(i favour, ungraceful when they have qq 
I 
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longer any thing to expert — men, in fhort, 
who, always fluctuating between pafsion 
and intereft, and always clafhing, never 
unite but for the purpofe of perverting his 
fentiments, weakening his power, and who, 
under the appearance of fubmifsiori, gain 
his confidence, which they betray. Not- 
withftanding his talents, his good inten- 
tions, .and even his probity, the wicked 
fuppofe him to be vicious, the good faulty, 
the culpable harfh, and the innocent too 
indulgent. 

There exifts no true fatisfa6tion for fo- 
vereigns, but fuch as is derived from reci- 
procal affedtion permanently eftablifhed 
between them and their fubje&s. Happy 
then the fovereign who, in order to win 
the love of his people * negle&s nothing by 
which he may deferve it. 

To win hearts is to reign over them ; 
and is not this dominion preferable to that 
which is only maintained by force and 
power ? fince force and power are ufually 
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fupported only by the love of the people, 
who are obliged to ' obey. An hero is 
formed only to conquer and deftroy; a 
king ihould ftudy only to render his fub- 
jedts good and happy. The one mull ne- 
ceflarily have enemies, in order to obtain 
renown ; the other ftands in need,, for his 
glory, only of being belqved by his people* 
A king may eafily become a great man ; 
an hero is not always fo. 
* 
The authority of the laws is the founda* 
, tion of the authority of a fovereign : their 
observance conftitutes his fafety ; and he 
finds in it his glory — a glory far fuperiour 
to that of arms, which is ufually fought 
by princes, who, under fpecious pretexts 
of dignity and utility, arid from the fole 
motive of extending their limits or figna- 
lifing their valour, breathe nothingbut war. 
This fpecies of glory may indeed augment 
their reputation or their power; but it 
cods too dear to humanity, fince its price 
is blood. Are Sovereigns then the chiefs, 
the prote&ors, the fathers of other men, 
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only to facrifice them to their pafsions? 
And ought they not to fliudder at com- 
pelling them to make this facrifice, even 
Ivhen it becomes indifpenfably requifite for 
the preformation of the date ? 

The liberty of a fovereign does not differ 
from that of his people ; he is not per- 
mitted to will all that he can do: he is 
obliged, like them, only to will what he 
ought. With fuch difpofitions, he has 
Jiothing to fear from his fubjefts; and his 
fubje6ls love more than they fear him. 
Exempt from all inquietude, he lives 
iamidft them with confidenyp: all the 
happinefs enjoyed in the ftate is attributed 
to him; and all the punifhments he 
orders are confidered as the refult of the 
laws. Perfiraded that whatever regulates, 
\ilrengthens his power, he never wifhes it 
to be increafed. 

It is not enough for a fovereign to remedy 
the abufes of his own age : he ought alfo 
tp prepare remedies for evils to come* It 
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is not merely for the timeof his own life 
that the deftiny of his ilates is confided 
to him : he ought, by his Jaws and his 
example, to reign even after death. 

A fovereign can do nothing more ufeful 
than to infpire a nation with a great idea 
of itfelf. It is neceflary that men fhould 
be attached to their own country, even 
by a feeling of pride. 

A man of genius cannot govern a ftate 
without firmnefs; and it is precifely that 
firmnefs, which renders a ftate unhappy 
when it is governed by a man of no 
genius. 

A prince may fbmetimes flacken the 
reins of power: but he muft haften to 
feife them again, on the flighted fufpicioa 
that his goodnefs may be abufed. v 

The difsimulation of a king ought to 
extend no further than to filence. 
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Happy the prince who can rely, for 
the admin iftration of his finances, on a 
man equallywife and enlightened, difin- 
terefted and faithful. A treafurer who isr 
an honed man, is himfelf a treafure, more 
precious than all thofe which are confided 
to this care. 
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DES GRANDS. 

QUE font les grands aux yeux de la 
faifon meme la moins f6vere ? lis ne diffe- 
rent des autres hommes, que par la bafe 
qui les 61eve; et cette bafe ne tenant 
point a leur etre, elle ne les rend ni plus 
/ages ni plus heureux. 

Rien n'eft grand ici bas, que par com- 
paraifon : c'eft toujours le malheur d f une 
portion des hommes qui rehaufle et fait 
6clater le bonheur de Tautre. Nous ne 
paraiffons riches, puiflans, refpedtables, que 
par Findigence, la £aiblefle, raviliflement 
des autres. Nous leur devons, pour ainfi 
dire, toute notre grandeur; ct nous ne 
ferions prefque rien, s'ils n*6taient au def- 

fous de ce que nous fommes* 

■ 

Je voudrais qu'il y eut moins de diftance 
entre les peuples et les grands. Le peuple 
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ne cfoirait pas les grands plus grands qu'ifc 
lie font } et il les craindrait moins : et led 
grands he s'imagineraient pas le peuple 
plus petit et plus miserable qu'il ne«l'eft i 
et ils le craindraient d'avantage* 
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} -• „ (Tranjlation.) 

h 

OF THE GREAT. 

WIJAT are the great in the eye of 
reafon, even 'the leaft fevere ? They only 
differ from other men by the pedeftal on 
which they are raifed ; and this bafts, not 
making any part of themfelves, renders 
them neither more wife nor more happy. 

Nothing here below is great but by com- 
parifon : it is the misfortunes of one por- 
tion of mankind which ferve to give fplen- 
dour and effedt to the happinefs of theu 
other. We. on4y appear rich, powerful, 
refpedtable, becaufe others are indigent, 
weak, or degraded. We owe to them, 
in fome fort, all our greatnefs; and we- 
fhould b& almcfft nothing, if they were not 

beneath us. 

i ■* 
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I wifh there were lefs diftance between 
the people and the great : the people 
would not imagine the great to be greater 
than they are, and would fear them lefs ; 
and the great would not imagine that the 
people are more miferable and infignificant 
JLhan they really ajre, jMid would therefore 
##? them more, 
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DE LA POLITIQUE. 

LA finefie avilit la politique, comme 
rhypocrifie degrade la d6votion. L'une 
et 1'autre ne peuvent f uppl6er k ce qu'elles 
voudraient contrefaire. 

La vraie politique doit etre fond6e fur 
requite la plus fcrupuleufe ; fur rint6grit6 
la plus exa6te, fur une aflurancs reciproque 
de protection et de fervice, fur un en* 
chainement inalienable de fecours mutuels 
entre les princes et les fujets. Non feule- 
ment le devoir, mais Tint6ret particulier 
des uns et des autres, Pexige ; et le bon^ 
heur commun en depend. f . . Si cette bar* 
monie, qui dans Tordre moral a des lone 
aufsi immuables que celles dii monde phy* 
fique, venait k etre d6truite, le gouvftne- 
ment monarchique d£g£h6rerait en com* 
mandement arbitraire, et Tobdiffance fe 
tpurnerait en fervitude: 

o3 
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Malgreles loix les plus fages, 1'inftabU 
Jit6 eft le propre des etats : c'eft pour eux T 
comme pour toutes les chofes d'ici bas, 
durer beaucoup que de changer peu. 

Tout 6tat eft cpmpofe de la partie qui 
'gouverne, et de celle qui eft gouvernee* 
Vpbjet de la politique eft de maintenir un 
parfait accord entre ces deux parties, pour 
que la premiere, n'abufant point de fon 
autorite, p'opprime pas la fecoode, et 
pour qufe Tobeiflance de cette derniere, 
conforme aux loix, produife le bien general 
de la foci6te. 

Je compare le bien public a uri enfant 
Gh6ri,/qu'pn ne doit jamais perdre devue, 
fi Ton ne veut Texpofer a toiitc forte 
d'accidens. 

De tous les maux qui peuvent arriver 
a une nation, il n'en eft point auxquels 
Tattentign k les prevoir ne puifle fervir de 
remede. Prefque tous defefperes des leur 
£ ommencementj ils jrie cedent qu'aux pre? 
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~ t&iitions qui les preyiennent : mais il faut 
de la pen6tration, et une efpece d'adrefle, 
pour les predentin car il eh eft de ces, 
maux, felon un fameuX politique, comme 
des maladies de langueur et de confomp- 
tion, d'abord aif6es k guerir, et difficiles k 
connaitre, et, dans leurs progr&s, fort aifees 
k connaitre, et tres difficiles a gu£rir. Il 
n'eft pas douteux qu'une prudente fagacit^, 
qui voit de loin les millheurs de l'6tat, ne 
puiffe aifement les empecher d'ecldfe : 
mais du moment que, n'ayant point eter 
appercus, ils viennent a 6clater, et qit'on 
n'en peut denaeler la caufe et la nature, il 
n'eft prefque pofsible d'en arr6ter le cours. 

, Il en eft des monarchies comme de ces 
machines dont la fimplicit6 fait la perfec- 
tion. Plus de reflbrts ^t de mouvemens 
paraitraient leur donner plus de jeu, et ne 
.ferviraient qu'k en diminuer la jufteffe et 
la force* 
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(TranJIathm.) 



OF POLITICS. 



DISSIMULATION debafes politics, as 
hypocrify degrades devotion; neither can 
fupply the want of what they attempt to 
counterfeit., 

True policy fhould be founded on th* 
moft fcrupulous equity, the moft rigid in* 
tegrity, a reciprocal confidence of protec- 
tion and of fervice, and an uninterrupted 
continuation of mutual fuccour between 
the prince and his fubje&s. Not merely 
the duties, but the particular interefts of 
both, make this requisite ; and on this theif 
mutual happinefs depends. — If that har* 
mony which, ip the moral order, has laws 
-as immutable as thofe of the phyfical world, 
were deftroyed, monarchical government} 
would degenerate into arbitrary fway, and 
1 



obe^iebce Would be traiisforaied ihto fla* 
very* 

Notwithflanding the wifeft laWs* infta* 
bility belongs to ftates ; and for them, as 
for all fublunary things, it is lading long, 
to change but little* 

Every ftate is compofed of two parts t 
one which governs* and one which is go- 
verned. The aim of policy is to obtain a 
perfect accordance between thofe two parts; 
fa that the firft may not> by abufing its au* 
thority* opprefs the fecond, and that the 
obedience of the latter, conformable to the 
laws, may produce the general welfare of 
fociety* 

I compare the public weal to a beloved 
child, of whom we ought never to lofe 
fight, unlgfs we could bear to fee it ex-* 
pofed to all forts of accidents* 

Of all the evils that can befall a hatitfn* 
there is not one to which attention and 

o 4? • 
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^forefight may not ferve as a remedy. Thofe 
evils are alrhoft always ddperate at their 
very origin, but yield to precautions taken 
to prevent their birth : it requires, how- 
ever, penetration, and a fpecies of addrefs, 
to anticipate their approach ; fince thctfe 
evils refemble, according to a celebrated 
politician, languifhing diftempers and con- 
fumptions, at firft eaiily cured, but^ifco- 
vered with difficulty; and, in their pro- 
grefs, eafy to diftinguiih, but hard to cure. 
That prudent fagacity, which fees from 
afar the misfortunes of the ftate, may no 
doubt eafily prevent their taking place; 
but the moment in which, not having 
been perceived, they break forth, and 
that we cannot unravel their caufe and 
their nature, it becomes almoft impofsible 
to flay their courfe* In monarchies,, as in 
certain machines; ilmplicity is perfection; 
a greater number of fprings and movements 
might appear to give them more play, 
but wduld in reality ferve to diminifh their 
juftnefsand their force. 
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DE LA JUSTICE, ET DES LOIX. 

r 

Otf doit etre 6tonn6 que les loix, dans 
tous les 6tats, etant aufsi precifes, aufsi 
claires, aufsi connues qu'elles le font, il 
foit befoin, dans les proces, d'un fi grand 
nombre de juges, d'avocats, et d'autres 
gens encore, pour examiner, difcuter f 
£ciaircir les moindres affaires. Si les tri- 
bunaux,'en pronoh^ant fur les diff6rens 
des parties, et en donnant gain de caufe & 
l'une fuivant Tequit6, puniflaient en meme 
terns Fautre comme d'un crime d'etat, 
pour avoir ofe foutenir une mauvaife caufe, 
contre Tefprit de la loi, et dans Tefperance 
de tromper les juges, et d'en obtenir une 
fentence conforme k fes defirs, penfe-t-on 
qu'il y eut bicn des proces dans le monde? 
Par la tomberaient ces fophifmes difpen- 
dieux, ces ambiguites fubtiiifees, ces pro- 
cedures inutiles, ces combats defhonorans 
de chicanes, ces pr6tendus oracles, int6- 
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refles k faire leurs reponfes au gre de ceu* 
qui les confultent, et qui, dans la floret 
t£nebreufe des commentaires et 3es glofes* 
dont ils eonnaiilent feuls les fentiers, me- 
nent indifF6remment a droite ou k gauche 
ceux qui ont la faibleffe de s'y engager* 
Par \k enfin, Ton rendrait plus refpe&ables 
les loix, qui s'expliquent afleiz clairement 
dans tous les cas qui peuvent occaiionnei* 
des difputes. 
I 
Outre cette juftice primitive, dontndus 
avons les femences dans nos ames, il eft 
des loix formees dans fes principes, et qui 
doivent r6gler tous nos fentimens. 

Je ne voudrais pas abfolument blamei* 
la coutume jntroduite dans les tribunaux* 
d'acheter les confeils des jurifconfultes, et 
de payer leur travail : ce que je voudrais, 
ce ferait d'empecher les citoyens d'entamef 
tin proces douteux, dans lequel un avocat 
leur promet quelquefois un fucces qu'il 
n'efpere pas lui-meme. A ees confeillers 
mercenaires, et que je regarde comme une 



LEWIS XVI. 203 

pefte, dont les ravages font d'autant plus 
grands, qiTaucun prince n'a fong6 a les 
arreter, il faudrait que Petat fubftituat, & 
fes frais, un certain nombre de gens habiles 
et d6finterefl£s, qui, confultes par les par- 
ties avant un premier 6clat, leur expofe- 
raient naivementet gratuitement Pinjuftice 
ou Tequite de leurs pretentions, et, par les 
craintes ou les efp£rances qu'ils leur donne* 
raient, les engageraient & renoncer k leur 
deflein, ou les encourageraient a le fuivre. 
Cette efpece de tribunal ferait d'autant 
plus utile, qu'il ferait echouer la plupart 
des pafsions qui divifent les hpmmes, et les 
detruirait d'autant plus aifement, que era 
pafsions encore naiffantes n'auraient pas eu 
le terns de prendre ce degre de chaleur qui 
les enflamme ordinairement au premier 
choc qu'elles re£oivent. 
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(Tranflatioa.) 
tit JUSTICE,* AND THE LAWS; 

IT may feerii a matter of furprife, thafy 
laws being in all ftates fo precife, fo clear* 
and fo notorious as they are, it fhtmld be re-- 
quifite in law-fuits to hare recourfe to fo 
great a number ot judges, advocates,- and 
other perfons befides, in order to examine, 
, difcufs, and unravel the flighteft affairs. If' 
the tribunals, in pronouncing on the differ-* 
ences between parties, while they decided in 
favour of one according to equity, punifhed 
at the fame time the other, .as guilty of a 
ftate crime, by daring to defend a bad caufe, 
contrary to the fpirit of the law, and in the 
hopes of deceiving the judges, and of ob- 
taining a fentence conformable to their own 
wifhes, would there be many law-fuits in 4 
the world ? Such means would put an end 
to thofe expend ve fophifms, thofe fubtle 
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ambiguities, thofe ufelefs forms, thofe dif- 
honourable contentions of chicane, thofe 
pretended oracles, interefted to deliver an- 
fwers conformably- to the defires of thofe 
who confult them, and, who in the dark 
chaos of comments and glofTes, the in- 
tricate paths of which the^ alone can tread, 
lead indifcriminately to right or left thofe 
who are weak enough to follow their fteps. 

Upon the whole, laws which explain 
themfelves with fufficient clearnefs in all 
cafes that can occafion difputes, would 
thus be rendered more refpedtable. 

Independently of that primitive juftice, 
the feeds of which are implanted in our 
hearts, there are laws formed upon thofe 
principles, and which ought to regulate 
#11 #ur fentiments. 

I woyld not altogether blame the cuf* 
torn, kiiaoduced in the tribunals, of pur- 
phafing tfcs advice of lawyers, and recom- 
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penfing their labours; but I wifh, that the 
citizens were prevented from commencing 
a doubtful procefs, in which their advo- 
cate promifes them fuccefs, of which he 
Jiimfelf has no hopes. 

In the place of thofe mercenary coun- 
sellors, whom I confider as a fort of pefti- 
Icnce, the ravages of which are fo much 
the more extenfive as no prince has yet 
thought of topping their progrefs, the 
ftate ought to fubftitute, at its own ex- 
penfe, a certain number of expert arid 
difinterefted perfons, who, on being con- 
fulted by the parties before the firft hof- 
tile demonstrations, ihould difplay to them, 
{imply and gratiiitoufly, the injuftice or 
equity of their claims, and engage them, 
by fpar or hope, to renounce or fqpport 
their pretenfions. This kind of tribunal 
would be fo much the more ufeful, as it 
would fubdue thq greater part of thofe 
pafsions which fow divifion amongft men ; 
,gnd it muft effect this fo much the more 
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eafily, as thofe pafsions in their birth would 
not have had time to contract that degree 
of warmth by which they are ufually in? 
flamed on the firft refiftance they experi* 
ence. 
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*- \ BES FINANCES. 

LA* puiflance d'un 6tat ne confifte 
proprement que dans une fage'adminiftra- 
tion de fes finances: et autant qu'^e 
prudente 6conomie eft neceflaire a un par- 
ticulier qui veut ne pas dechoir de la con- 
dition ou le ciel Pa fait naitre, autant elle 
eft indifpenfable a un royaume qui veut 
fe maintenir dans fa force et dans fa fplen- 
deur: c'eft la le reffort qui fait mouyoir 
toutes les parties^d'un etat. 

'Rien n'eft fi important, dans quelque 
gouverjiement que ce foit, qu'un fonds 
toujours pret dans les necefsites urgentes. 
Et n'arrive-t-il pas tous les jours, que des 
fortunes employees a propos' y font plus 
d'effet que le fucces de la guerre la plus ' 
heureufe, ou que les fages negociationsdes 
miniftres les plus habiles ? 
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Soit que ce foit Feffet de la prudence, 
de la crainte, ou d'une vaine oftentatioh, 
les princes, dans les terns, meme les plus 
tranquilles, entretieftnent plus de trouper 
que n'en permettent leurs befoins, et qu'il 
ne convient a leurs finances. Mais s'il eft 
neceflaire d'avoir un fi grand nombre de 
troupes pendant la paix, et s'il parait in- 
jufte de faire toujours payer aux fujets 
Pentretien de celles meme qu'on a re- 
formees, pourcjuoi les fouverains ne pren- 
nent-ils pas ces fonds dans leurs tr6fors, 6u, 
en ufant d'un peu plus d'6conomie, ils 
pourraient facilement les trouver? Que, 
leur couterait-il d'y deftiner, tous les ans, 
une fomme plus ou moins forte, et de la 
mettre dans le commerce, par le moyen 
duqud, coriime un germe qui tire fon 
accroiflement de la terre k qui on le 
confie, elle augmenterait infenfiblement, 
et deviendrait aufsi utile k ceu\ qui Tau- 
raient fournie, qu'a ceux qui auraient eu 
foin de la faire profiter? Alors, quelque 
guerre qui furvint, on ferait en etat de la 
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foutenir; et les peuples ne feraient point 
fujets i cjes impots, qui, par la roapi£re 
furtout dont on les per^oit, deyiennent 
encore plus onereux qu'ils ne le font par 
eux-roemes. 
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CYranJldtim*) 



OF T1NANCE. 



THE ftrength of a ftate, properly fpeak* 
ing, confifts only in a wife adminiftration 
of its finances: and inasmuch as prudent 
(Economy is neceffary for a private indivi* 
dual, who wifhes not to fall from the con- 
dition in which Heaven placed hirn^; fo 20 
it indifpenfable for a kingdom that feeks 
to maintain its ftrength and lpjendour, 
fince it is the fpring that gives motion to 
all the wheels of q ftate. [ 

Nothing is fqliiripoftant, in.evtary kihd 
of government, cds 'funds ahrays ready ill 
cafe of any urgent 4 tifecefsit^r: and it often 
happens, that funis properly a|>pltsd jffd* 
duce a greater effd6£ than the jGu#ce& ti 
p2 






tit CORRESPONDENCE OF 

the happieft war, or the negotiations of 
the moil able minifters. 

Whether it be the effedt of prudence, 
fear, or oftentation, princes in the mod 
peaceable times maintain more troops than 
their wants require, or, thefr finances ad- 
mit. But if it be neceflary to keep on 
foot fo great a number of troops in time 
of peace, and if it feems unjuft to make 
the fubjedt continue to pay even thofe 
that are difbanded, why do not fovereigns 
take thofe funds from their treafiiry, or 
fupply them by the means of (economy? 
What would it coft them to allot, every 
year, a fum more or lefs confiderable, 
and place it in commerce, by means of 
which, likfe a feed that unfolds itfelf in 
the bofom of the earth to which it is con- 
fided, it would infenfibly increafe, and 
become equally ufeful to thofe who fur- 
nifhed the funds, and thofe who employed 
them to advantage? Whatever war then 
broke out, we fliould find ourfelves able 
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to fuftain ; and the people would not be 
fubjeded to taxes, which, efpecially from 
the manner in which they are collected, 
become ftill more burdenfome than they 
are in themfelves. 



p 3 
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BES EMPLOIS, ET DES CONDITIONS* 

l/UN des malheurs qui naiflent, dans 
un 6tat, de la confufion des emplois et des 
talens, et du peu de proportion en tee les 
hommes et les conditions, e'eft que la plu- 
part de ceiix dont les connaiflances ont 
61eve Tame, et qui deviennent jcapables 
des emplois les plus 6minens, fe voyant 
obliges, pour les obtenir, de faire la cour 
k des hommes mediocres. et trop born6s 
pour appr6cier leur m&rite, prennent le 
parti de la retraite, dont le pjrx augmente 
chaque jour k leurs yeux, et s'eftiment 
\heureux de n'avoir qu'k repondre k eux- 
m&nes de leurs Etudes et de leurs re- 
flexions. Ces fortes de gens font in utiles 
& Petat ; mais e'eft P6tat qui les laifle in- 
utiles, 

> Nous n'avons que trop fouvent 6prouv6 
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qye ceux qui ne tiennent Ieurs emplois 
que de la faveur de la cour, lui facrifient 
Vehement les int6rets de la nation : ils 
ceffent d'etre citoyens, pour devenir les 
inftrumens de la tyrannic 

Le bon fens, la religion, la politique, 
tout nous engage k manager le peuple. 
Sans cela, quelque ordre que Ton pourra 
mettre dans un 6tat, le faible fuccombera 
toujours. Le fondement d'un 6tat, e'eft 
le peuple : fi ce fondement n'eft que de 
• terre et de boue, P6tat ne peut durer long- 
tems. Travaillons done k renforcer cet 
appui ; fa force fera notre foutien ; fon 
independance, notre furet6; et il nous 
6tayera d'autant plus, qu'il croirait p6rk 
avec nous, s*il n'avait k coeur nos int6r£ta 
et la gloire de la patrie. 

Nous devons autant eftimer le m6rite de 

Tarbrifleau, quelque bas, quelque humi- 

liant qu'il paraifle, que Tarbrifleau fait cas 

des avantages que nous pouvons lui pro- 

p4 
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curer f Saps ce retour r6ciproque f tout 
tombe daps un etat; et Ton ne voit ni 
fagapite, ni invention, ni aucun des fe- 
cours peceflaires, ou pour Pornement ou 
pour les befoins de la vie, 
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(Tranjlation.) 



/ 



OF EMPLOYMENTS AND CONDITIONS. 

ONE of the misfortunes that take rife 
in a (late from the confufion of employ- 
ments and of talents, and from the fmall 
proportion between men and their condi- 
tion, is, that the greater part of thofe 
whofe minds are elevated by inftrultion, 
and who are adequate to the higheft em- 
ployments, finding themfelves obliged, in 
order to obtain them, to pay court to 
men of ordinary capacity, too limited to 
appreciate their merit, make choice of 
retreat, which acquires every day new 
value in their eyes — happy in being ac- 
countable only to themfelves for their 
ftudies and their reflexions. Such men 
are indeed ufelefs to the ftate ; but it is 
the date which leaves them without ufe- 
fulnefs. 
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We have but too often experienced that 
thofe who owe their employments only 
to cburt favour, facrifice to it bafely the 
interefts of the nation: they ceafe to be 
citizens, in order to become the inftru- 
ments of tyranny. 

Good* fenfe, religion, policy, etfery eon- 
fhteration engages us to fpare the people : 
without this, whatever order may prevail 
in- a* ftate, the weak will always be the 
vi#rms. The foundation of a ftatc is the 
people; if this foundation be but of mud 
and 1 chjj the ftate catvnot laft ltmg. Let 
\# then labour to prop this: its ftrength 
will conftitute our vigour, its indepen- 
dence our fafety; and it will fuftain trs the 
mare fecurely, fince the people would 
have the perfuafion that they Ihould perifh 
with us, if they did not cherifh in their 
hearts our interefts, and the glory of their 
country. 

WefhoukT no lefs efteem the virtues of 
the ftirub, however lowly, however humble 
1 
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it may appear, than the fhrub may court 
the fhelter we can beftow. Without this 
reciprocal interchange, every thing falls 
to ruin in a ftate ; and there appears nei- 
ther fagacity, nor invention, nor com- 
merce, nor any of thofe aids which are 
neceflary for the ornament or the wants 
of life* 
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i/irre'ligion. 



LEQUEL eft plus deraifonnable, . ou dcs 
crreurs des idolatres, ou du deifme que Ton 
profeffe de nos jours? Ceux-la adoraient 
tin vil infe&e, uniquement parcequ'ils le 
croyaient un Dieu : nos philofophes n'af- 
fc6tent de croire un Dieu, qu'autant qu'ils 
fe donnent la liberte de ne pas le craindre. 
Les premiers ne fe croyent pas les creatures 
de leurs idoles, et ils les fencenfent: les 
feconds reconnaiffent leur Createur dans 
leur Dieu, et ils lui refufent leur reconnaif- 
farice. Les meilleures tetes de Tantiquite 
craignerent d'irriter lesdieux qui n'ayaient 
aucun pouvoir: nos incredules attribuent 
tout pouvoir a Dieu, et ils bravent fon 
courroux et fa juftice. Les uns croyaient 
une Providence, et n'entreprenaient rien 
fans le confeil de leurs dieux: les autres 
donnent tout au hafard, et ne veulent tirer 
que de leurs propres fonds les reflburces aux 
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malheurs qui leut arrivent. Ceux-la, eta 
tin mot, voulaient tout devoir k leur reli- 
gion, qui ne leur promit aucune recom- 
penfe affez fp6cieufe pour les y foumettre: 
ceux-ci profcrivent la leur, toute confo- 
lante qu'elle eft dans fa morale, et, n'ayant 
point de regies pour le prefent, ne fe pro- 
pofent aucun objet pour Favenir. 

Quoi ! ces beaux efprits, enivr6s de leur 
m6rite, eblouis de leurs lumieres, qui s'im^- 
ginent avoir atteint au plus haut degre de 
penetration accord6 a l'homme, etqui, du 
haut de leur fphere, regardent en pitie 
Tignorance, lacredulite, lafuperftition du 
refte des mortels — quoi! des efprits (i 
vains, fi remplis d'eux-memes,. embraflent 
ferieufement une opinion la plus contraire 
k Torgiieil qui fat jamais, une opinion qui 
ne leur conferve qu'une entiere deftrudtion 
d'eux-memes! Comment, avec tant d'hau- 
teur et de hardiefle, peuvent-ils s'humilief 
au point de fe croire deftines k un .total 
an6antiflement de leur etre? Cette portion 
d*eux-m6mes qu'ils ont cultivee avec tant 
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4t foin, qu'ilsontembeiliedetantde^oiiw 
naiflances, qu'il* cmt pris tant de peine k 
orner pour la diftingticr des atitres, its la 
verraient done, fans regret, prete & tomber 
dans la poufsiere des tombeaux ? Qui ne 
ferait pas furpris du contrafre atfreux qu'oa 
remarque dans leurs idees? Pourquoi tant 
d'orgueil dans des homines qui ft'efp&ent 
plus d'etre ? 

Les hypocrites ne fervent Dieu que pour 
tromper les hommes. Plus coupables que 
les athees qui nient la Divinite* fans pou* 
voir la m6connaitre, ceux-ci la croieni, la 
pr£chent, Tadorent, et s*en moquent en 
effet : mais aufsi, par une fuite ordinaire 
de leurs profanations, plus malheureux que 
les athees dont tout confpire k difsiper le* 
tGnebres, ils tombent dans un faux repos, 
dans un endurciflement, d'ou rien ne les 
rappelle, et qui leur fait eprouver que le 
cMtiment du ciel le plus terrible eft celui 
qui venge et ne corrige point. 
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IRRELIGION. 

WHICH are moil unreasonable, the 
errors of idolaters, or thofe of detfm, 
which are profefled in our days ? Thofe 
adored a vile infect, only becaufe they 
believed it to be a God : our philofophers 
affect to believe in God only fo much as 
leaves them at liberty not to fear him. 
The former ^do not believe themfelves to 
be the creatures of their idols, and yet 
offer them incenfe; the latter acknow- 
ledge their Creator in their God* and yet 
refufe him their gratitude. The wifeft 
heads of antiquity feared to irritate gods 
that had no power: our infidels attribute 
^11 power to God, and brave his wrath and 
j\iftice. The one belieyed in Providence, 
and undertook nothing without confulting 
their Gods; the others afcribe all to chance, 
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and will only draw refourpes from their 
own flock againft the misfortunes which 
befall them. Thofe, in a word, wiftied 
to owe. every fort of obligation to a reli- 
gion which promifed them no recompenfe 
fuffitiently fpecious to engage them to. 
fubmifsion ; while thefe profcribe that one 
which abounds in fo many fources pf con- 
folation from its morality; and, having no 
rule of condudt for the prefent, they pro* 
pofe to themfelves no object for the future* 

, What ! thofe wits of the firft order, in- 
toxicated with their own merit, dazzled 
by their own acquirements, who imagine 
they have attained the higheft degree of 
penetration granted to man, and who, 
from the zenith of their fphere, look down 
with pity on the ignorance, credulity, and 
fuperftition of other mortals — what! wits 
fo vain, fo full of themfelves, can ferioufly 
embrace an opinion the antipodes of pride f 
an opinion that referves for themfelves only 
utter deftru6tion ! . 
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How can they who are fo haughty, fo 
claring, hymble themfelves fo far as to be- 
lieve they are deftined to th« eptire anni- 
hilation of their being ? That portion of 
themfelves which they have cultivated 
with fo much care, which they have em- 
bellifhed with fo many acquiiitions, which 
they have taken fo much pains to decorate 
in order to be diftinguifhed from others — 
will they contemplate it, without regret, 
ready to mingle itfelf with the duit of the 
tomb? 

Who can fail to be furprifed at the hi- 
deous contrail which we remark in their 
ideas? Why fo much pride among men 
who no longer hope to exiil? 

Hypocrites ferve God, only to deceive 
men. More culpable than atheiils who 
deny th« Divinity, without being able to 
deceive themfelves, thefe believe in him, 
preach; adore, and mock him ; but, by a 
natural confequence of their profanations, 
more unhappy than atheifts, whofe blind- 

vol. Ill, i ' <i 
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nefs all things confpire to difsipate, they 
fall into a deceitful tranquillity, an hard- 
nefs of heart, from which nothing recalls 
them, and which makes them find that 
the punifhments of Heaven the moft ter- 
rible are thofe that avenge without car* 
refting. 
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DE LA CONSCIENCE. 

SI Ton eut fait des loix pour recompen- 

fer les bonnes a6tions, comme on en a 

etabli pour punir les crimes, fans doute lc 

nombre des vertueux ferait plus augment6 

par Tattrait d'un avantage promis, que le 

nombre des medians ne peut etre diminu6 

par la rigueur des chatimens qu'on lieur 

deftine: et voila precifement, fi Ton y fait 

reflexion, ce qui fe trouve au tribunal de 

la confeience. Les pervers y font punis, 

par de cruels reprothes, des crimes meme 

les plus caches: les bons y re<joivcnt Je 

falaire de leurs vertus les plus fecretes, non 

feulement par Texemplion de tout remords, 

mais par des t6moignages flatteurs que 

l'envie ne peut corrompre ; par un charme 

interieur, plus aife a fQntir qu'a decrire, 

par un retour imprevu d'une belle ame 

fur elle-irieme, qui, lors meme qu'elle 

veut s'ignorer, fe devine, et fq plait k jouir 

Q 2 
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d'elle-meme, fans, autre deflein que de 
s'exdter d'avantage k la pratique de fes 
devoirs. Ce contentement ft delicieux 
n'eft point une illufion de Tamour propre, 
que la vertu ne connait point. Tout ce 
qu'clle penfe eft aufsi vrai, aufsi jufte, 
^ufsi honnele, qu'elle-meme, 

II eft dans le monde un tribunal plus re-? 
douta)>le qu'aucun de ceux qu'une fage 
police a tHablis. Different de ceux-la, il 
eft inyincible: il n'a ni hache ni faifceaux; 
jl eft partout, et fe trouve dans toutes les 
nations, Chaque homme 4 droit d'y opi- 
ner; Pefelave y juge fon maitre, le fujet 
fon fouverain : Jcs honnetes gens le com-, 
pofent et le eraignent : il n'y a que les 
fcelerats les plus determin6s, qui ne tien* 
jjept point cpnipte de fes arrets, 
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(Tranjlatioh*) 

ofr Conscience. 

It laws had been promulgated to re* 
Cdmpcpfe good anions, as they have been 
eftabliihed to punifh crimes, the number 
of the virtuous would furely have been 
more increafed by the attraction of the 
promifed benefit, than the numbfer of the 
wicked call be diminifhed by thtf rjgourof 
the punifhments with which they are me* 
naced. This is precifely what takes place 
at the tribunal of confeience; the perverfe 
are there punched by* cruel reproaches* 
for even the moft hidden crimes, while the 
good receive the recompense of their fe- 
cret virtues, not only by an exemption 
from all remorfe, but by flattering tefti* 
monies which envy cannot pervert ; by a 
fecret charm, which it is eafier to feel than 
to define; by the foothing retrofpc6t which 
43 
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a noble mind involuntarily takes of itfelf, 
with no other view than that of being fur- 
ther excited to the practice of its duties. 
This delightful felf-complacency is not an 
illufion of felf-love to which virtue is a 
ftranger. The reflexions of fuch a mind 
are all true, juft, and refpe6t?ible as itfelf. 

There exifts a tribunal in the world, 
more tremendous than any which a wife 
policy has eftablifhed. Unlike fuch, it is 
invincible; it has neither axe, nor fafces: 
it is every where, and the fame among all 
nations. Every man has a right to give 
his opinion in it ; there the Have judges 
his mailer, the fubje6t bis fovereign: men 
of worth compofe arid refpedl this tribunal ; 
and it is only the moft abandoned who dis- 
regard its decifions. 
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t>E LA VBRTtf. 

LA vertu, fans douceur ni politeffe, 
eft un appas fans hame^on., Combien 
d*h6mmes reflemblent k Ulyffe chei 
Eum6e! ce font des heros couverts de 
haillons. 

II eft une fupreme dignit6, qui, par 
elle-meme, ne donne point de rang; c'effc 
celle qui refulte de la qualite d'honnete 
honfime. 

Tous les plus beaux talens r6unis ne 
valent pas une vertu* 

Tel eft le malheur de Thumanite, que, 
pour devenir conftamment vertueux, il 
femble neceflaire de ne Favour pas toujour* 
6t6. Ce n'eft pas que je pretende qu'on 
doive prendre la route du vice, pour ar- 
river k la vertu : ne cherchons point de* 

Q4 
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ennemis,. pour avoir l'honneur de les com- 
battre. Mais, dans le fond, il eft vrai, et 
Texp^rience l'attefte, que Ton n*eft jamais 
plus fage, que lorfqu'on a eu le malheur 
de ne Ta voir pas toujours 616. 

Faut>il cefler d'etre vertueux, pour 
n'etre pas expofe aux traits de Tenner! 
quel malheur ne ferait-ce pas, fi le foleil 
ceffait d'6clairer, pour ne pas eblouir des 
yeux faiblesi 



V 

/ 
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(Tranjlation.) 
OF VIRTUE. 



VIRTUE, deftitute of meeknefs and 
politenefs, is a bait without an hook. How 
many refpe6l$ble perfons refemble Ulyfies 
at the cottage of Eumaeus ! they are heroes 
covered with rags. 

There is a fupreme dignity, which, of 
itfelf, confers no rank, and which refults 
from the quality of an honeft man. 

All the fineft talents, united, are not 
worth one virtue. 

Such is the misfortune of humanity, 
that, in order to become conflantly virtu- 
ous, it feems neceflary not to have been 
always fo. Not that I pretend that we 
muft take the path of vice to arrive at 
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virtue: let us not go in fearch of enemies 
in order to have the honour of combating 
with them. But, upon the whole, it is a 
truth, which experience attefts, that we 
are never better than when we have had 
the misfortune of not being always good. 

Muft we ceafe to be virtuous,, in order 
not to be expofed to the fhafts of envy? 
How unfortunate would it be, if the fun 
ceafed to enlighten, that it might not 
(dazzle weak eyes ! 
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DES LOUANGES. 

LES louanges font un tribut qu'on doit 
k la vertu : mats quoique, de tous les trL- 
buts, ce foit le plus aife k payer, on ne 
s'en acquitte d'ordinaire qu'a demi; et 
prefque toujours on le refufe. Les collec- 
teurs de cet impot feraient des gens fort 
defoeuvres dans le monde. 

On devrait etre plus choque des louanges 
outrees, que des injures. 

. Nous rendons tot ou tard rbumilit6 k 
ceux a qui nous 1'avions 6tee par nos 
louanges. 
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(Tranjlation.) 

* 

OF PRAISE. 



PRAISE is a tribute which we owe to 
virtue: yet though, of all tributes, this be 
the moft eafily paid, it is in general only 
half-rendered, and almorf always refufed. 
The collectors of this tax would be mere 
loiterers in the world. 

Excefsive praifes ought to offend us more 
fenfibly than abufive language. 

We, fooner or later, humble thofe whom 
we have made vain by our praifes. 
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DE l'ELOQINENCE. 

I7ELOQUENCE n'eft eftimable, qu'au- 
tant qu'elle fert la verite : elle cardie les 
coeurs que celle^ci dechire. 

* 

Je ne puis fuppbrter un orateur qui 
penfe par art, et veut me faire penfer de 
meme. . II coupe methodiquement les ailes 
a mon efprit; et jene puis que me trainer 
apres lui, dans le chemin etroit qu'il me 
trace, 

tin orateur qui s'6tudie k etre fleuri, eft 
com me un athlete qui fe pique de beaut6, 
u qui Ton ne demande que de la force* 
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(Tranjlatim.) 

OF ELOQUENCE. 

ELOQUENCE is eftimable only (o far 
as it' ferves truth. The one fooths the 
heart, which the other rends, 

I cannot endure an orator who thinks 
only artificially, and wifhes me to think 
in the fame manner. He methodically 
clips the wings of my mind, fo that I can 
only drag my fteps after him in the nar- 
row path which he traces for me. 

An orator who fludies to be flowery, 15 
like a wreftler who prides himfelf in his 
beauty, when all that is required of him 
fs force. 
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Observations marginales de Louis XVI. 
fur un M6moire de M. Turgot, relatif 
a TAdminiftration. 1776. 

"POUR favoir s'il convient d'etablir 
des municipalites," dit le memoire de Jfyf. 
Turgot, " s'il faut perfe6lionner ou changer 
cellos qui exiftent deja, et comment con- 
itituer celles qu'on croira n6ceflaires, il ne 
fuffit pas de remonter a rorigine de ces 

admin iitrations municipales On a 

beaucoup trop employe, en matieres graves, 
cet ufage de decider ce qu'on doit faire* 
fur I'examen et Texemple de ce qu'ont 
fait nos aficetres dans les terns que nous 
convenons nous-memes avoir 6te des terns 

d'ignorance et de barbarie Cette 

xnethode tend a degouter les princes de 
leurs plus importantes fon6Hons, en leur 
perfuadant que, pour s'en acquitter avec 
fruit et gloire, ii fajut etre prodigieiifement 
fevant>" - 
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Remarques de Louis XVI. - 

II ne faut pas etre fort favant, pour juger 
que Ie prefent memoire eft fait pour etablir 
en France une nbuvelle forme dans le 
gouvernement, et pour decrier les inftitu- 
tions anciennes, que Tauteur fuppofe etre 
l'ouvrage des fiecles d'ignorance et de 
barbaric, coihme fi les regnes de mes trois. 
Verniers predecefleurs pouvaientetreclafles, 
par un efprit jufte et raifonnable, avec 
ceux des fiecles barbares, ou comme (i mon 
royaume ne devait a ces trois regnes le ton 
et la place qu'il tient et qu'il occupe en 
Europe. Ce n'eft pas a l'Europe qu'on 
perfuadera que ces trois regnes font ceux 
de la barbaric et de Tignorance: on lui 
perfuaderait plutot que c'eft a ces trois 
regnes qu'elle doit en partie la civilifation 
dont elle jouit en ce moment. 



** Vous pourriez, Sire," continue Turgot, 

" gouverner, comme Dieu, par des loix 

.generates, fi les parties integrantes de votr$ 
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empire avaient une organifation rfguliire, 
et des rapports connus*" 



fcemaf ques de Louis XVL 

Tres probablemeht, au contraire, fi Tor* 
ganifatioh de mes provinces £tait (imilaire, 
ce ferait le moyeii de ri'etre pas obei, ou 
d'etre mal obei. 11 ferait plus difficile 
d'6mouvoif toute & la fois une mafle entiere, 
que de l'emouvbir, comme mes ancetres 
Tont voulu, avec des intendans, et des 
pays d'£tats. 



"Lacaufedumal," ditTurgot, "vient 
de ce que votre nation, Sire, n'a point de 
conftitution." # 



Remarques de Louis XVL 

Voilk le grand grief de M. Turgot. II 
faut, aux amateurs des nouveautes, une 
France plus qu' Anglaife. 

vol. xxx» a 
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< r ^Qu^lques uties de vois provinces brit 
cependant une conftitutioft, des tfffem- 
blees," dit M. Turcot, " une forte de voix 
publique: c'eft ce qu'on appelle les pays 
d'itats: mais, etant compotes d'ofdres dont 
les pretentions font tr6s diverfes, et lesin- 
t6ret& tres fepares les uns des autres et de 
celui de la nation, ces 6tats font encore 
loin d'op6ref tput le bien qui ferait a de- 
firer pour les provinces a Tadminiftration 
desquelles ils ont part . r . . Votre majeft6 
peut donner aux autres provinces^ qui n'ont 
point du tout de conftitution, une confti- 
tution mieux organifee que celle dont s'en- 
orgueilliflent aujourdliui les pays d'etats. 
.... II faudrait imaginer un plan qui Hat 
les individus k leurs families, les families 
£u village, le village et les villes k Tarron- 
diflement, les arrondiffemens aux provinces, 
et les provinces k l*€tat. t * 



. v Rerftatques de Louis XVI. 
i Qt\ voit encore que M. Turgot fcft Ten- 
nemi de la vari6t6 des ordres qui cempofeilt 
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lea pays d'etats, et de la h&ardaift deltucs 
aflembl6es, qui conferve en France les 
facult£s et les honneurs des differens indi- 
vidus, et forme la hi6rarchie de mes fujets, 
fans laquelle il ne peiit exifter nullfe part 
de monarehie. M. Turgct proppfe une 
hierarchie de pouvoirs : cette h&rarchie eft 
chim£riqiie, fi une hierarchie de 1 naifiancg 
n'en eft la bafe, corame dans toutes lea 
monarchies anciennes et modernes, et dans 
prefque toutes les r6publiques. 



" On ne pent legitimement accprder le 
droit de cit6," dit Turgot, " oij Ja vpiif 
dans les aflembl6es de parpifte, qu'i ceux 
qui y pofledent des biens fpodj?." 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

C'eft le moyen de faire des m^contens 
de la paroifle dans la clafle des non-pro- 
pri&aires. Et ft on permet aux premiers 

a 2 
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de s'afiembler* cfeft une femente de dif* 
cordes. 



« Je propoferai i Votre Maie*^" dit 
Turgot, #i de n'accorder urte voix de ei-» 
toyen qu*a chaque propri6taire de €00 
livres de revenu .... Celui qui n'a que 
100 livres ferait an fixieme de citoyen*" 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

Cpuper a moiti6 qu a quart les droits 
d f un homme dans une aflembiee politique* 
fuivant la quantity de fa fortune, c'eft une 
id6e fi nouvelle, qu'elle a encore dans nos 
opinions je ne fais quoi de bifarre et de ro- 
manefque, que la dignite de F6tat ne pour- 
rait fe permettre de propofer. 



" V Affemblee provinciate," dit Turgot, 
" ferait compose des d6putes des affem- 
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bl£es munjcipales: . . . pour r£partir entre 
leurs diftri&s les fomm.es qu* elles auraient 
k payer. ,? 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

Cette operation fe fait par le moyen des 
intendans envoyes par le roi, et, dans les 
pays d'etats, par les trois ordres. Cette 
composition de trois ordres tient trop ef- 
fentiellement aux privileges des Fran^ais, 
et la mifsion des intendans tient trop bien 
& rautorit6 royalc, pour permettre leurs 
metamorphofes en deputes du peuple, ce 
qui e(l renverfer de fond en comble tout 
l'ordre 6tabli. Et, en g6n6ral, l'adminif- 
tration des pays d'6tats, a quelques* excep- 
tions pres — celle des intendans, a quelques 
abus pres — eit ce qu'il y a de mieux dans 
tout moh royaume. Ce n'eft pas de ce 
c&te-ci que l'6tat fe trouve en defaut prin- 
cipal. 



u La grande municipality, Sire, la mu- 
r3 
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nicipaltt6 g6n6rale du royaunie, comple* 
ferait r£tablifl6roent des friutiicipalites des 
premiers d6gr6s : ce ferait le faifceau pjar 
lequel fe reunirait fans embarras dans les 
mains de Votre Majeft6 tous les fils corre- 
fpondans a*ix points les plus recalls et les 
plu3 petits Ao votre royaume. La muni- 
cipal^ g6n6rale ferait compofee des de- 
putes de chaque affembl6e provinciale, k 
qui ron.pejrmettrait d'avoir chacun un ad- 
joint pour le fuppleer. Votre Majeft^de- 
clareroit, par fon miniftre des finances, . 
les fommes dont elle aurait befoin, & la 
totalite desprovinces, pour les depenfes de 
1'etat." 



Remarque* de Loais XVI. 

Ce ferait peut-etre le moyen de ne rien 
avoir, Nos parlemens font dans Tiifage 
d'accorder tout ce qu'on leur demande k * 
la charge des peuples : ils font dans l'ufagg 
de tout refufer, et de fe laifler exiler, 
quand on leur demande quelque impot k 
leur prejudice individuel. En affemblant 
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les proprietaires de mon royaume pour leur 
demander Tafsife de Tiippot, c'eft le 
rooyen de les oppofer k Himpot tieipande. 
L'abb6 Terray a bien prouve qu'on n'eft 
bien fur de. Pimpot que Iorfqu'il eft lev£ 
par Tordre dp, celui qui ne le paye pas, ,qu 
qui en paye le moiris. L'id6e de former 
des 6tats gen6raux perpetuels eft fubverfive 
de la monarchic, qui n'eft abfolue que 
parceque- Tautorite n ? eft point partag6e. 
Des le moment de leur ouverture, il n\ex- 
ifte plus, entre le xoi et fa nation, des in- 
ternlediaires qu'une armee ; et il eft fdcheux 
et douloureux de lui confier la defenfe de 
Tautorite dq T6tat contre raflembl6e de$ 
Frai^ais. Le fyfteme de M. Turgot eft 
un beau reve ; c'eft juije autre Utopie par- 
ticuliere, qui part d'un homme qui a de 
bonnes vues, mais qui bouleverferait T6tat 
aduel. Les id£es de M. Turgot font ex- 
tremement dangereufes, et doiveht roidir 
contre leur nouveaut6. 



" Tout cela," dit M. Turgot, « peut fe 
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faire cette ann6e, et au commencement 
de l'annee prochaine : mais ce ne fcrait que 
dans les premiers jours d'06tobre, apres 
que toutes les recoltes feront decjdees et 
connues, que pourraient fe tenir les aflem- 
-Wees municipales d'61e#ion/ 



t> 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

C'eft une nouvelle France, bien prompt 
tement regen6ree et affembl6e: mais, en 
attendant, la vieille France, favoir les 
grands du royaume, les parlemens, les af- 
fembl6es des pays d'6tats, les 6chevins, les 
pre*6ts des marchands, les capitouls, tien- 
draient d'un autre c&te leurs feances, et fe 
fouleveraient peut-etre, demandant de con- 
naitre les crimes qui ont m6rit£ leur d6- 
cheancg. 



" Au bout de quelques ann&es, V. M. 
aurait un peupje neuf, et le premier des 
peuples." 
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Remarque de Louis XVI. 

II eft certain qitil ferait itabli en France 
des affembUes bien ?iouvelles 9 avec le droit de 
proprUtc rluniffant le droit de naiffance et 
d*&at. Les formes antiques de la monarchic 
Jbaient abolies 9 pour fubjlituer des reunions 
d 9 un peuple neuf. 



" Au lieu," dit M. Turgot, " de la cor- 
ruption, de la l&chet6, de l'irreligion, et 
de la hardiefle qu'elle a trouvee par tout, 
V. M. trouverait par tout la vertu, le d6s- 
intereffement, Thonneur, et le zele." 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

J'ignore fi la France, adminiftr6e par 
des 61us du peuple et par les plus riches, 
ferait plus vertueufe qu'elle Teft, 6tant 
adminiftree par droit de naiffance et par le 
<phoix des rois. Je trouve, dans la fuite 
des adminiftrateurs nomm6s par mes aieux, 
et dans les principales families de robe et 
3 
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merae de finance de mon royaume, des 
Fran$ais qui auraient illuftr6 toutes les 
nations connues. Le paffage du regime 
aboli au r6gime que M. Turgot propofe ac- 
tuellement, m6rite attention ; car on voit 
bien ce qui eft ; mais on ne voit qu'^n idee 
fee qui n'eft pas ; et on ne doit pas faire 
des entreprifes dangereufes, fi on n'eri voit 
pas le but. (ce 15 F6vrier, 1788.) 
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(Tranjlation.) 

Marginal Observations of Lewis the 
XVIth,, on a Note of M. Turgot, re* 
- lative to Adminirtration. 1776. 



" TO ascertain if it be proper to efta- 
blifti municipalities/' fays M. Turgot, " if 
it be expedient to bring to perfe<5tif>n, or 
change, thofe already exifting, and what 
form of conftitution to give to thofe that 
it may be deemed neceflary to create, it is 
got fufftfcient that we turn back to the 
Origin of thofe municipal adminiftrations. 
. , ♦ . . The cuftom of deciding what is to 
be done from the researches and example 
of what our anceftors have done iu times 
which, we ourfelves allow to have been 
thofe of ignorance and barbatifm, has too 

much prevailed in affairs of moment 

This method tends to excite in princes a 
difguft of their mod important functions, 



25* CORRESPONDENCE OF 

by perfuading them, that, in order to dif- 
charge their duties with ufefulnefs and 
glory, it is requisite to poflefs extenfive in- 
formation/' 



Remarks of Lewis XVI, 

No great fagacity is neceflary to judge 
that the prefent note is calculated to efta- 
blifh a new form of government in 
France, and to depreciate its antient in- 
ftitutions, which the author fuppofes to be 
the produce of ages of ignorance and bar- 
barifm ; as if the reigns of my three laft: 
predeceflbrs could be considered, by jufl: 
and reafonable minds, among thofe of 
barbarous ages; or as if my kingdom were 
not indebted to thofe three reigns for the 
tone and rank it holds in Europe. Europe 
will not readily be perfuaded that thofe 
three reigns were thofe of barbarifm and 
ignorance; fhe will more eafily believe 
that flie owes in part to thofe three reigns 
the civilisation ftie now enjoys* 
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" You would be able, Sire," continues 
M.Turgot, "to govern, like God, by ge- 
neral laws, if the integral parts of your 
empire were regularly organifed, and con- 
nected with each other." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 
Moft probably, on the contrary, if the 
organifation of my provinces were alike, 
it would be a reafon for not being obeyed, 
or for being ill obeyed ; fince it would be 
much more difficult to fet at once in mo- 
tion a whole mafs, than to move it, as my 
anceftors have done, by intendants and 
ftate-provincial aflemblies. 



" The caufe of the evil," fays M. 
Turgot, " is that your nation, Sire, has 
no conltitution." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 
Thi» is the great grievance of M. Tur- 
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got: the lovers of novelty muft have a 
France more than Englifli. 



" Some of your provinces have, how- 
ever, a conftitution, affemblies," fays M* 
Turgot, " a fort of public voice : fuch are 
the provincial affemblies: but, being com- 
posed of orders whofe pretentions are very 
different, and whofe interefts are .appofite 
to each other, and to thofe of the nation, 
the dates are far from effecting all the good 
that might be wiftied for the provinces, in 
the adminiftration of which they partake. 
Your Majefty may give to the other pro- 
vinces, who have no fort of conftitution, 
a better organifed -coaftitution than that 
of which the provincial affemblies are 
proud. A plan fhould be adopted, that 
might link individuals to their families, 
families to their village, villages and towns 
to their diftricft, diftritfts to the provinces, 
and provinces to thejftate." 



> r 
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Remark of Lewis XVI. 

It ftill appears that M. Turgot is the 
enemy of the variety of orders which com- 
pote the provincial affemblies, and of the 
hierarchy of thofe affemblies, which pre- 
ferves in France the faculties and honours 
of different individuals, an4 forms the 
hierarchy of my fubje6is, without which 
monarchy can no where exift. M. Turgot 
propofes an hierarchy of powers, which i? 
chimerical, unlefs an hierarchy of birth 
forms its bafis, as is the cafe in all monar- 
chies, antient and modern, and in almoft 
all republics. 



"The right of citizenfhip cannot be 
lawfully granted," fays M. Turgot, " not 
a voice in the parifh-affemblies, except to 
thofe who ppffefs landed property." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

This is the means of creating mal-con- 
tents in the parifh, among the clafe of 
5 
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non-proprietors ; and if the former are per- 
mitted to hold affemblies, it is a germ of 
difcord. 



" I would propofe to your majefty, ,f 
fays M. Turgot, " only to grant a vote to 
each proprietor of fix hundred livres a year. 
He who poffeffes only one hundred livres 
a year would be the fixth part of a ci- 
tizen.** 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

To cut into two or four parts the rights 
of a man in a political aflembly, in propor- 
tion to the fize of his fortune, is an idea 
fo new, and that has alfo fortieth ing in it 
fo eccentric and fo ftrange, that the dig- 
nity of the (late could not admit of its 
being propofed. 



ct 



The provincial aflembly,'* fays M« 
Turgot, " fhouid be cojppofed of depu- 
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i&6& of municipal aflemblies, to determine 
for each of their own diftri&s the fums 
they have to pay;** 



Reniafk of Lewis XVI; 

This operation is tranfa&ed by means of 
intendants commifsioncd by the king, and 
in the provincial aifemblies by the three 
orders. This composition of three orders 
has too cffential a connexion with the pri- 
vileges of the French, and the mifsion of 
intdndants is too clofely connected with 
the royal authority, to fuffer their being 
metamorphofed into deputies of the peo- 
ple ; which Would be the total fubverfion 
of the eftablifhed order* The adminiftra- 
tion, in general, of the provincial aflem- 
blies, with fome exceptions, and that of 
the intendants, fetting afide a few sbufes^ 
are what is beft in my kingdom. It is 
iiot in that quarter that lies the principal 
defedt of the ftate. 



VOL. Ill, 
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w The great municipality, Sire^ tfifc 
general municipality of the kingdom, 
would complete the municipalities of the 
firft order : it would be the centre around 
which would twine, through the hands of 
your majefty, all the threads correfponding 
to the mod diftant and the fmalleft points 
of your kingdom. The general munici- 
pality fhould be compofed of deputies from 
each provincial aflembly; each deputy 
fhould be permitted to have an adjoint* 
Your majefty would declare, by your mi- 
nHler of finance, to the whole of the pro- 
vinces, the (tuns which you would want 
to defray the expenfes of the ftate." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

That would be perhaps the way to ob- 
tain nothing. Our parliaments are accuf- 
tomed to grant all that is required of them 
at the expenfe of the people : but they 
are alfo in the habit of refuting every 
thing, and of , fuffering themfelves to be 
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exiled, when they are to eftablifh any tax 
to their own perfonal prejudice. To tlU 
femble the men of property in my king- 
dom for the purpofe of levying taxes, is 
taking the very means of rendering them 
averfe to the talc demanded. The Abb6 
Terray has fully proved that there is no 
certainty of raiflng a tax, except when it 
is levied by order of him who does not pay* 
or. who pays the lead part of it. The idea 
of forming perpetual ftates-general is fub- 
verfive of the monarchy, which is only ab- 
folute becaufe its authority is not divided. 
The moment they are afiembled, there 
exifts no longer any thing intermediate be- 
tween the king and the nation, except art 
army ; and it is grievous to confide to the 
military the defence of the authority of 
the ftate, againft the French people af- 
fembled. The fyftem of M. Turgot is a 
fine dream; it is a particular fpecies of 
Utopian government, coming from a man 
whofe views are good; but who would 
overthrow the a<5tual ftate of things. The 
ideas' of M# Turgot ar* extremely dan- 

s2 
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gerous; and refiflancc muft be foade to 
their novelty. 



" All this," fays M. Turgot, " may be 
done this year, or the beginning of the 
next : but it is not until the firft days of 
Oiftober, after the laft harvefts, that the 
municipal elective aflfemblies could be 
held." 



Remark of Lewis XVf. 

Here then is a new France fpeedily re- 
generated, and aflembled: but, in the 
mean time, old France, that is, the great 
of the kingdom, the parliaments, the pro- 
vincial SLfieiftblies, the echevins, the pr6* 
v6ts des marchands, the capitoiils, would 
hold their fittings affo, and perhaps put 
themfelves in infurre&ion, defiring to know 
by the commifsion of what crimes they 
had merited being depofed. 
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" After a few years, your majefty would 
have a new people, and the firli of pep* 
pie." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

It is certain there would then be efta* 
blifhed in France aflemblies extremely 
new ;. for the right of property, with that 
of birth, and quality, the antient forms 
of the monarchy, would be abolifhed, to 
fubftitute in their places the affembliqs of 
a ne^ people* 



" Inftead," feys M. Turgot, " of the 
corruption, the meahnefs, the intrigues, 
and rapacity, which generally prevail, 
your majefty would meet at every ftep 
with virtue, difjntereftednefs,4iopour, and 
zeal," 



Remark of Lewis XVI, 
I am ' ignorant whether France, adroi- 
s 3 
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niftered by perfons chofen by the people, 
and by the moft wealthy, would be more 
virtuous than it is, adminiftered by the 
right of birth, and the choice of kings. I 
find, in the fuccefsion of adminiftrators 
named by my anceftors, and in the chief 
femilies of the robe, and even of finance, 
in my kingdom, Frenchmen whofe names 
Would reflect honour on any nation. The 
paiiage from the ftate of things abolished, 
to that which is now propofed by M. Tur- 
got, merits attention ; fince we fee plainly 
what is, but only fee in theory what is 
not ; and dangerous enterprifes ought not 
to be undertaken, unlefs we know their 
tendency. — February 15th, 1788. 
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OBSERVATION. 

. AT the time this memorial was written* 
Lewis the XVIth was ftrongly imbibed 
with the philofophical and revolutionary 
ideas of M. Turgot. Twelve years had now 
elapfed fince the difmifial of that minilier, 
when the monarch* finding that thofe opi- 
nions had fpread among the people, turned 
back to the caufe of the evil, which he 
appears to have found in the porte-feuille 
in which were depofited M . Turgors re- 
generating notes and observations. 

It is on the prefent memorial, contain* 
ing certainly the genuine principles of the 
revolution which took place in the follow* 
ing year, that the monarch fixed his parti* 
cular attention. The remarks on the dif- 
pofitions of this note are judicious: but 
M. Turgot's ideas had taken too deep root 
in the mind of the nation, to be now era- 
•* s4 
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dicated. The germs of the revplut|p|i f 
fpftered by a genial ray from the wefteq* 
l^emifphere, had already fprupgup; an<| 
the king might m&ke comments, if h& 
pleafed, on their mifchievous properties $ 
but it was too late to arreft, with a feeble 
hand, the progrefs of their mighty vege? 
tation. 
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Obfervations de Lov if XVI, relatives k tin 
Maniiefte publi6, contre fon avis, prir 
fon Confeil en 1779, contre P Angle- 
jterre, pendant la guerre d'Ajnerique. 



MANIFESTS. 



it 



Sa Majeft6 fit connaitre fans d6tour au 
foi d'Angleterre qu'elle n*6tait ni ne pre- 
tendait etre le juge de fa querelle avec les 
anciennes colonies, et que ce n'etait point 
£ clip & la venger." 

t 

Obferyatioqs de Louis XVI. 

Nous avons fait davantage. Nous . lea) 
avons juges peuples libres; nous leur avons 
donn6 Pejciflence comme nation, qui, 
quand elle eft conteft6e par la puiflance 
qui exerce la fouverainet6 f ne peut guere 
avoir lieu que par la reconnaiflance des 
puiflances etrangef es, C'eft cet ^<5te de re- 
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connaiflance qui ell notre fait, et qu'il 
faut prouver etre jufte et legal. 



« 



Sa majefte a du inviterle roi Catho- 
lique k fe joindre a elle, en vertu dc leurs 
engagement, pour venger leurs griefs re- 
fpe&ifs, et pour mettre un terme k Fem- 
pire tyrannique que TAiigleterre a ufurp6 
et pretend conferver fur toutes les mer$." 



Obfervation de Louis XVI. 

Comme c'eft cette tyrannie qui e'ft la 
feule et vraie caufe de la conduite de la 
France, il femble que le tableau de la puif- 
fance des Anglais et Tufage qu'ils en font, 
ferait ici neceffaire, eomme piece juftifi- 
ccative de tout ce qui doit fe pafler k notre 
fegard contre la Grande Bretagne. 



* " Le roi an rait pu vouer au filence et & 
Toubli toutes les erreurs et les inve<5Uvqs 



V 
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qui font la bafe dc la defenfe du roi d*An^ 
gleterre; et c'eft avec la repugnance la. 
plus extreme qu'il fe voit forc6 de les rapr 
peler." 



Obfervation de Louis XVI. 

Je ne dois pas attribuer au roi d'Angle* 
terre de m'avoir inve&ive. Le roi d*An- 
gleterre, fuivant les notions les plus con^ 
nues des loix de fon pays, ne peut invec- 
tiver perfonne : tout y tombe fur les mi* 
niftres, qui feuls font cenfes en «tre cou- 
pables; et c'eft fur eux qu'il faut rejeter 
les injures dont nous pouvons avoir & nous 
plaindre. Cette remarque eft tres effen- 
tielle. 



" Selon F6crit de la Cour de Londres, 
le roi a oublie la foi des traites ; il . . . . a 
avili fa dignite, en formant des liaifons 
fecretes avec les Americains : et, apres avoir 
6puif6 toutes les infames reflburces "de la 
perfidie* et <le la difsimulation, il a^ofe 



44 Elle demeura fpeflatrice tranquille dc 
la querelle de la Grande Bretagne avec fes 
colonies; et fon eloignement pour tout ce. 
qui aurait pu la faire foup$onner d*y pren» 
dre part, Fempecha meme d'avoir la 
moindrp relation avec tes Arnqriciups," 



Obferyatjon de Louis XVI. 
On petfuadera d incitement & la France, 
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avouer le traits folennel que fes miniftra 
ont figne avec les obfiiirs agens de$ colo- . 
aids Anglatfes/ 1 I 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

Ces triots avili, infdme, perfide* difsimula* 
Man, font des expressions qui fentent peit 
la politefle Fran$aife, et celle de toute* 
les cours : il ferait peut etre mieux de les 
/implement fouligner. Tout le monde les 
fentira mieux, et nous faura gre de la mo- 
deration. 



LEWIS XV*. *6$ 

k TEurope, k I'Angleterre, que la Franecf 
fi f ait pas pris de part au* troubles cles co-» 
Ionics Anglaifes: il vaudrait mieux ne pas 
toucher cet article, la, puifque, vrai o« 
faux, il eft de nature fujette a conteftation* 



M Les Anglais porterent k l'exces les 
taxations qu'ils faifaient 6prouver au com- 
merce Fran$ais dans toutcs les parties de 
Tlnde. lis oferent exiger des droits de 
douane: ils firent defendre aux tiflerans 
Indiens de travailler pour les Francais; de 
leur fourntr aucune marchandife, Sous 
peine d'etre fouettes; ils porterent Taudace 
et Tabus de lafuperiorite jufqu'&faire fouet^ 
ter un jamar ou fadteur de la loge Fran- 
<jaife de Daca. Ce fait eft de Pan 1774*. 
Le Sieur Barwel, qui en eft Tauteur, porta 
la demence jufqu*& faire publier au fon de 
trompe dans toutes les rues de Daca, tant 
en fon nom qu'en celui du Nabad et de la 
compagnie Anglaife, une proclamation por- 
tant qu*il ferait empaler tous les naturels 
du pays qui fe mettraient fous la protect 
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lion du pavilion Fran^ais* Ces faits furent 
denonces au miniftere de Loridres : il ne 
put fe difpenfer de les condamner ; mais 
il les laiffa fans aucune reparation/* 



Obfervation de Louis XVI. 

Au lieu de publier un long memoire 
fujet a des contestations diplomatiques* 
capables de d6payfer le different furvenu 
cntre la France et TAngleterre, il ferait 
plus convenable de niettre en evidence 
Tanimofit^ Anglaife, degenerant en cruaute 
contre nous; mais en obffervant que Tor- 
gueil Britannique pr&fere de laiiler ces 
affronts impunis, a fon devoir d'en re? 
prendre fes d61egu6s, comme elle Fevlt du« 
En voyant mes fujets fouetfoks dans rinde, 
la France et l'Europe diraient unanrme* 
ment que nous ne fommes pas encore dans 
la Situation a fouffrir cette punition ; mais 
que le terns eft venu de montrer notre 
cara&ere Fran£ais, et de chatier r Angle- 
teste.* On fait combien le fpeltacle de 
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dfeux oreilles coup6es k un pecheur Anglais 
par les Efpagnols avait anime le peupk de 
Londres. 



" Le lord Stormont a affure h. la cham* 
bre des pairs qu'il a toujours eu une con- 
naiflance parfaite de tout ce qui fe paflait 
de plus fecret a Ver failles." 



Remarque de Louis XVL 
Le^on pour M M. de Vergennes et de 
Sartines, afin de fe concetter avec moi feuh 
Les efpions des Anglais feront deconcertes. 
J'ai done des traitres h mes cot6s, s'il s'agit 
de ma cour; et dans les bureaux, $'il s'agit 
des departemens des miniftres. Donner 
de faux avis, uferdsrepre failles, etremoins 
feme fur sna d&licateffe* K 



r " La cour de Londres deploys iz puif* 
fance pour reduire les Americaitif i titre 
de cenquete : mais quel a &6 le fruit de 
3 
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fes efforts? n'ont iis pis fervi k demontre* 
& TAm^rique, k toute PEurope, & la couf 
de Londres elle-meme, rimpuiflance fcu 
die eft de ramener d6formais les Am6ri« 
cains fous le joug ?" 



Obfervation de Lcfuis XVL 

Et fi FAngleterre nous repondait qu'elle 
aurait foumis la rebellion fans les fecour* 
de la France ? 



il Le miniftere Anglais aurait fans con-* 
tredit mieux d6fendu fa caufe, s'il eut 
prouve qu* une poffefsion legitime ne faurait 
fe perdre dans aticun cas : mais comment 
entneprendrfe cette preuve, fans vouloir d£-< 
, mentir les annales de toutes les coritrees de 
1'univers? comment aurait-il pu la eonci- 
lier avec les faits qu'offre Thiftoire de Marie 
Stuart* celle de Charles I. ct de Jaques II. 
avec les loix qui affurent le trone d'Angle- 
terre^la maifon aduellemcnt r6gnantc ? 
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II doit done demeurer pour conftant, que, 
quelque legitime, quelque ancienne, et 
quelque avouee que foit la poflefsion de 
I'Amerique, l'Angletenre a pu la perdre." 



Obfervation de Louis XVI. 

Les couronnes acquierent et perdent des 
poftefsions: mais FAngleterre peut re- 
pondre en aflurant qu'elle eut conferve les 
fiennes, (i la France n'en eut favorite la 
perte. Or e'eft une opinion tres repandue 
que la France y a contribue. Quant k 
Faflafsinat du roi Charles et de Marie Stuart, 
Ce font Ik des crimes dont FAngleterre 
rougit fi bien cent ans apres et davantage, 
que nous ne devons pas lui en rappeler le 
fouvenir par des reproches d'autant plus 
amers et humilians, que e'eft un roi de 
France, jouiflant de Tumour de fon peuple, 
qui eft cenfe les faire dans une declaration 
de guerre. La maifpn d'Hanoyre eft etran- 
gere d'ailleurs k ces attentats. 

VOL. III. T 
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u Le roi n'eft point le jnge des querelles 
domeftiques de l'Ahgleterre: ni le droit 
des gens, ni les trakeis, hi la morale, ni la 
politique, ne lui impofent Tobligation 
d'etre le gardien de la fidelite que les fujets 
Anglais peuvent devoir a leur fouverain." 



Observation do Louis XVI. 

Cependant nous les avons juges dans le 
fait, & notre profit. 



" Les Fkmands ayant conclu en 15.8© 
la pacification de Gand pour la d6fenfe de 
leur liberty et du culte proteftant, Elifabeth 
ie lia avec eux par un trait6 fecret." 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

La conduite d'Elifabeth ne fait pas regie* 
rii principe du droit des gens. Cette ob- 
fervation pourrait autorifer, tout eomme 
les pr6c6dentes, TAngleterre a aider ou- 
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vertetnent les ro^contens fi foutent agates 
en Bretagne, nos proteftans Fran9ais, et 
tous les Fran5;iis difcordans avec Tautorite 
rdyale. 



" Depuis bien des annees, cette aflem- 
blee [le parlement\ ne retentit que de la 
querelle d' Amerique. Cette querelle a ete 
examinee et difcut6e fous tous fes rapports, 
et fous tous fes points de vue. Les Am6- 
ricains ont eu conftamment des defenfeurs 
aufsi zeles que diftingues par leurs lumieres 
et leur courage. Une partie de la nation 
a fans cefTe appuye la caufe des colonies ; 
il eft meme des citoyens de tous les etats, 
qui, loin de les regarder comme criminels 
deleze-majefte, ont au contraire accufe de 
ce crime les membres du.parlement, qui, 
pour remplir les engagemens pris avec lc 
miniftere, ont applaud i k la perfecution 
qu'orv a fait eprouver k V Am6rjque, parce 
qti'ils Font regardee comme une tyrannie, 
comme une fubverfion de la conftitution 
Britannique. . . Or, (i les Anglais eux- 
t % 
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memes ont of£ juftifier les Americains, s v ik 
Font ofe impun£ment au milieu de l'aflem* 
bl& nationale 9 dans des ecrits publics et 
avou6s; s'ils n'ont pasete denonces comme 
traitres k leur patrie ; comment le mini- 
flere Anglais peut-il denoncer le roi commc 
le plus perfide des fouverains, pour avoir 
agi comme une portion notable de la na- 
tion Anglaife ?" 



Obfervations de Louis XVL 

Cette portion notable etait en opposition 
avec le gouvernement : et s'il eft perm is k 
un gouvernement etranger de la foutenir, 
le maxime devenant un principe du droit 
des gens qui n'a jamais ete avoue s'il a 6te 
pratiqu6, ce n'eft pas k la France k en 
donner Pexemple, L f Angleterre peut nous 
furprendre dans une difcorde avec les Ba- 
tons, avec les parlemens; et avec ces 
memes expressions elle juftifiera les plus 
graves prejudices qui pourraient ctre port&$ 
k l'autorit& royale. 
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II ne m'appartient pas dVilleurs de tou- 
cher aux cngageraens que le minilttre 
Anglais peut Contra&er fecr&tement avec 
les membra du parlement. 11 fout 6ter 
cet article. 



" La cour de Londres a depuis bien 
long terns pour maxime, qu'elle doit do- 
miner cxclufivement fur toutes les mers." 



Obfervation de Louis XVI. 

Les Anglais nous reprophent les memes 
vues dans le continent, et nous ont fouvent 
declare la guerre pour tenter de les r&» 
primer. 



" Que Ton examine tous les trait6s de- 
puis Cromwell, on trouvera dans tous des 
traces aufsi fubtiles que r6voltantes de la 
politique altiere, envieufe, et aviliifante 
de la cour de Londres." 

tS 



2j% CORRESPONDENCE OF 

"**' Obf«vationg d£ Louis XVI. 

* Je pr£fererors d'effacer le mot Cromwell, 
et defubftituer la date de fon gouverae- 
ment: les Anglais nous, reprochent aufsi 
d'avoir reconnu le pouvoir de cet bomme 
odieux. J'oterois toijte la phrafe; car, 
depqis Cromwell, nous avons acquis bien 
des prqvinces et des poflefsions. Cette 
politique de notre part eft appelee dans le 
cabinet Britannique, et dans fes mani- 
fcftes, l'ouvrage de., V ambition de la viaifon 
de Bourbon. 



•"Les Am6ricains lie font point les fu- 
jfets du roi : il n^eft ni le juge ni Tarbitre 
des (juerelles doiheftiques de FAngleierre, 
II avait adopte la neutralite ; et il Taurait 
enfreinte de la irranf£re la plus odieufe 
en.prono^ant fuj\F6tat x^gs Americans. 



. \ • . . . Dbfefrvevtidns de L<?xiis \ XVI. ' • 

II eft bien evident q\ie ifoiis n'avohs pas 

6t6 neutres, alors furtout que nous avons 
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combin6 nos forces avec celles des Anglo- 
Am6ricains infurges, pour r6primer celles 
du gouvernement d'Angleterre. II eft 
neceflaire en g6neral de. combiner ce m6- 
moire prefent, de telle maniere que les 
©bjets ej) litige foient tus, et que nous 
pretentions feulement a la France et & 
TEurope le grave inconvenient pour la 
furete g6n£rale, de. laiffer prendre k la 
Grande Br6tagne le ton qu'elle s'arroge 
envers toutes les puiflances maritimes et 
continentales. II eft neceflaire de mon- 
,trer qu'elle a abufe de fes forces par des 
voies de fait qui lui ont attire Tftmrnftd- 
verfion et la haine fecrete de$ stale xiont 
la politique eft plus douce, plus conforme 
&rhumanit£. Ces moyens et ces. exprefr 
fions me paraiflent compatibles ,avftc J* 
dignite de la France, 



t4 ' 
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(Tranjlmtiin.) 

Obfervations of Lewis the XVTth, relative 
to a Manifesto published, contrary to 
his Opinion, by his Counfel ia 1770, 
againft England, during the Ameri- 
can Wan 

MANIFESTO. 

" HIS Majefty made known without 
ambiguity to the king of England that 
he was not, nor did he pretend to be, the 
judge of his quarrel with his former colo- 
nies, and that it did not belong to him 
to avenge it." 



Obfervations of Lewis XVI. 

We have gone further : we have pro- 
nounced them to be a free people; we 
have given them exigence as a nation-; 
which, when it is contested by the power 
5 
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that exercifes fovereignty, can only take 
place by the confent of foreign powers. 
It is for us to prove if this formal afient, 
which is our a<5t and deed, be juft and 
legal. 



tc His majefty ought to have invited the 
Catholic king to join with himfelf in 
virtue of their engagements, to avenge 
their refpeliive grievances, and to put a 
period to the tyrannical influence which 
England has ufurped, and pretends to 
maintain* over all the feas." 



Obfervation of Lewis XVI. 

This tyranny being the only and the 
true caufe of the condudt of France, it 
/hould feem that a iketch of the power of 
the Englifh, and the ufe they make of it, . 
would have been neqeflary as a juftifica- 
tion of all that is to be done on our part 
againfl Great Britain. 
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:** The king might have pafled over in 
fitejice thp errpfp and invectives which form 
\h$ batfs;<?f Jhfe defence of the king of 
Bngl^ncf ; and it; ■ 1st with the utpioft re-* 
pugnarice that he finds himfelf obliged to 
bring them forward." 



Obfervations of Lewis XVI. 

. J ought not to attribute thofe invectives 
ta.the king of, England.. The king of 
England, according to the well-known 
fpirit of the laws of his country, can.hu 
veigh againft no , perfon : all this falls on 
the minifters, who alone are considered as 
culpable ; and it is to their account that 
the infults muft be placed, of which we 
have*reaf6n to complain. This remark is^ 
very cflentiah " * * 



4 " According to the ftatement of the 
court of London, 4 the king .has violated 



LEWIS XVI. • a»a 

the faith of treaties ; he ha$ degraded his 
dignityby forming fecret connexions with 
the Americans; and, after having ex- 
haufted all the infamous refources. of per- 
fidy and difsimulation, he has dared to 
avow the folemn treaty which his minifters 
have figned with the obfcure agents of the 
Englifti colonies." 



Remark of Lewis XVL 

Thefe words degraded, infamous^ perfidy* 
difsimulation, are exprefsions that harmo- 
nife little with the urbanity of the French, 
or any other court: it would perhaps be 
better fimply to underline them ; all' the 
world would feel them more ftrongly, an4 
would give us credit for our moderation. 



€1 



He remained a pafsive fpe&ator of the 

quarrel of Great Britain with her colonies j 

and his averfion for every thing that might 

render him fufpe<5ted of taking any part in 

1 
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it, led him to avoid having the lead con- 
nexion with the Americans." 



Obfervation of Lewis XVL 

It will be very difficult to perfuade 
France, Europe, and Enjglapd, that France 
has taken no part in the troubles of the 
Engliih colonies. It would be better not 
to touch on this article; fince, whether 
true or falfe, it is, from its nature, fubjc6t 
to conteftation. 



*f 



'TheEnglifh have carried to the greateft 
excefs their vexations againft the French 
trade in every part of India. They have 
dared to exa& cuftom-duties: they have 
forbidden the Indian weavers to work for 
the French, or to furnifh them with any 
merchandife, on pain of being flogged: 
they hav^ pufhed their audacity and abufe 
of power fo far as to get a jamar, or fa&or 
of the French counter, whipped atDaca: 
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this fa& happened in the year 1774. Mr. 
Barwel, the author of this outrage, carried 
his folly (o far, as to publifh by found of 
trumpet, in all the ftreets of Daca, in his 
own name and that of the Nabob and 
Englifh company, a proclamation, de- 
claring that he would caufe all fuch of 
the patives as placed themfelves under the 
prote&ion of the French flag to be em- 
paled. Thefe fadts were laid before the 
Englifh miniftry: they could not avoid 
condemning them, but left them without 
any kind of reparation/* 



Obfervation of Lewis XVI. 

Inftead of publifhing a long memoir 
fubje6l to diplomatic contentions, calcu- 
lated to bewilder refpe&ing the differences 
which: have s arifen between France and 
England, we might with more propriety 
have difplayed Englifti animofity degene- 
rating into cruelty againft us ; obferving v 
that Britilh haughtinefs prefers leaving 
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fuch affronts unpunifhed, to the duty of 
reprimanding its delegates, as it ought to 
have done. Chi hearing that any of my 
fubje6ls had* been flogged in India, France 
and Europe will unanimoufly declare that 
we are not yet fo reduced as to bear fuch 
humiliation, but that the time is come to 
difplay French energy, and chaftife Eng- 
land. It is well' known how the fight of 
an Engliflv fifherman, whofe two ears had 
been cropt by the Spaniards, Animated 
the people of London. 



" Lord Stormont has aflured the Houfc 
of Peers that he has always had a perfect 
knowledge of the moft fecret tranfa&ions 
at Verfailles." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

A leffon to Meflrs. de Vergennes and 
Sartines to concert matters with me alone j 
and then the fpies of the Englifh will be 
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difconcerted. I have traitors then near 
my perfon, in what relates to my court, 
and in the public offices* in what concerns 
the- departments of the minifters,. Give 
falfe information ; make neprifals ; be lefs 
fcrupulous in my delicacy. 



c< 



The court of London difplays its 
power, in order to reduce the Americans 
by conqvieft : but what has been the refult 
of its efforts? have they not ferved to de- 
monftrate to America, to all Europe, to 
the c6urt of London itfelf, its impotence 
to bend again the Americans beneath its 
yoke?" 



Obfervation of Lewis' XVI. 

Ahd if England fhould anfwfer that (he 
tould have quelled the rebellion, had it 
fiot been for the interpofition of France ? 
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" The Engliih niiniftry toould un- 
doubtedly have defended their caufe better 
by proving that legal poflefsion cannot be 
loft in any circumftance whatever : but 
how undertake this proof without belying 
the annals of all the countries of the uni- 
vcrfe ? How could this be reconciled with 
the fa6is prefented in the hiftory of Mary 
Stuart, Charles the Firft, and James the 
Second? or with the laws which aflure the 
crown of England to the prefent reigning 
family? It mud therefore be admitted as 
inconteftable, that, however legal, how- 
ever antient, however recognifed the pof-. 
fefsion of America may be, England might 
have loft it." 



Obfervation of Lewis XVI. 

Crowns acquire and lofe poflefsions: but 
England may anfwer by afferting, that ftie 
fhould have preferved her own, if France: 
had not accelerated their lofs; and the 
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opinion that France has contributed to- 
wards this end is very generally circulated. 

With refpeft to the aflafsination of king 
CJiarles and Mary Stuart, thefe are crimes 
for which England blufhes fo deeply after 
the lapfe of more than a century, that we 
ought not to recall them to her remem- 
brance by reproaches, fo much the more 
bitter and humiliating, as it is a king of 
France, enjoying the love of his people, 
by whom thefe reproaches are fuppofed 
to be made in a declaration of war. Be- 
fides, the houfe of . Hanover is & ftranger 
to thofe crimes. 



" The king is not the judge of the do- 
meftic quarrels of England : neither the 
law of nations, treaties; morality, nor po- 
licy, impofe upon him the obligation of 
being the guardian of the fidelity which 
Englifti fubje6ts may owe their fove- 
reign." 

VOL. III. v 
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Obfervation of Lewis XVI. 

We have, howeve^ decided upoti tlie'fe 
Quarrels, and to our own profit. 



" The Flemifh having concluded in 
158(5 the pacification of Ghent for the 
defence of their liberty and of the pro- 
teftant worth ip, Elizabeth bound herfclf 
to them by a fecret treaty." 



Remark of Lewis XVL 

The condudl of Elizabeth forms no rule,- 
or principle of the law of nations. This 
obfetvation might, like the preceding, 
authorife England to afsift openly the mil- 
contents who have fo often agitated Bri- 
tany, our French proteftants, and all 
Frenchmen hoftile to royal authority. 



u For fome years paft, the parliament 
has difcufled nothing but the quarrel of 
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America. That quarrel has been examined 
and debated in every form; and Under 
every point of view. The Americans have 
conftantly met with defenders as zealous, 
as they *are diftinguifhed by their know- 
ledge and their rank. A part of the na* 
tion has never ceafed to fupport the caufe 
of tlie colonies: citizens even of every 
condition, far from considering the Ame- 
ricans as guilty of high treafon, have on 
the contrary accufed thofe members of 
parliament as being guilty of that crime, 
who, to fulfil the engagements contracted 
with the miniftry, have applauded thfe 
perfecution carried on in America, which 
they confidered as tyranny and fubverfive 
of the Britifh conftitution. Now, if the 
Englifh thqmfelves have dared to juftify 
the Americans, if they have dared to do 
to with impunity in the midft of their na- 
tional aflembly, by public and avowed, 
writings, if they were not denounced as 
traitors to their country, how can the 
Englifh miniftry aflert that the king is the 
mod perfidious of fovereigns, only for 

v 2 
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having a&ed like an eminent portion of 
the Englifti pation ?" 



Obfervation of Lewis XVI. 

This eminent portion was in oppofition 
to the government : and, if it be permitted 
in a foreign ftate to fupport this party, the 
maxim becoming a principle of the law of 
nations, which has never been acknow- 
ledged if it has b v een pra&ifed, it was not 
for France to form the precedent. England 
may take us unaware* in difpute y/ith the 
Bretons, and with the parliaments, and 
mayjuftify by the fame exprefsions the 
deepeft wounds that can be infli6ted on 
royal authority. 

Befides, it is not of my competence to 
touch on the engagements which the En- 
glifti mihiftry may fecretly contra6t with 
the members of parliament. This article, 
tuuft be fupprefled. ^ , 
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u The court of London has long held- 
for a maxim, that it ought to poffefs the. 
exclufive dominion of the feas." 



Obfervation of .Lewis XVI. 

The Englifh reproach us with fimilar 
views on the continent, and have often 
declared war in order to reprefs them. 



" Let all the treaties be examined fince 
Cromwell, and there will be found, in all, 
marks equally fubtle and revolting, of the 
haughty, envious, and degrading policy 
of the court of London." 



Obfervation of Lewis XVI. 

I could wifh that the word Cromwell 
were effaced, and the date of his govern- 
ment fubftituted. The Englifh' reproach 
us alfo with having acknowledged the 

V 3 



234 - CORRESPONDENCE OF 

£ower of that odious perfonage. I would 
blot out the whole of the phrafe ; for we 
have acquired, many provinces and poffef- 
lions fince the days of Cromwell; and this 
policy of ours is termed, in the Britifh 
cabinet and manifeftpes, the work of the 
ambition of the houfe of Bourbon. 



u 



The Americans are not fubje&sof the 
Icing: ! he is neither the judge. nor the ar- 
bitrator of the domeftic quarrels of Eng- 
land: he has adopted the fyftem of neu- 
trality, which he. would have violated in 
the moil odious manner* had he decided 
on the ftate of the Americans/* 



Obfervation of Lewis XVI. 

It is very evidenfthat we have not re- 
mained neuter, and more efpecially when 
we have united our forces to thofe of the 
infurgont Anglo-Americans, in order to 
repell the troops of the Engliih govern^ 
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ment. This anfwer fhould in general be 
combined in fuch a manner, as to pafs 
over in (ilence the objects in litigation, 
while we only prefent to France and Eu- 
rope the great inconveniences which would 
.refult-to the general fafety, by allowing 
Great Britain to continue the arrogant tone 
(he aflumes with all the maritime and con- 
tinental powers. It is neceflary to ihew 
that (he has abufed her ftrength by a&s of 
violence, which have drawn on her the 
animadverfion and fecret hatred of ftates, 
whofe policy is of a milder nature, and 
more conformable to the dictates of huma- 
nity. Thefe means,, and thofe expref- 
fions, appear to me compatible with the 
dignity of France. 



V 4 
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. OBSERVATION. 

THE American revolution has been 
deemed at all times the immediate and 
operating caufe of the revolution of France. 
The adminiftration of Turgot and Males- 
herbes had opened the mind of the king 
to ideas of liberal government: but the 
avowed fupport, given to the caufc of the 
Britifh colonies in America, was an invi- 
tation to revolt held out to his own fub- 
je<Sts. It was a ftrange phenomenon in the 
political world, that of a defpotic prince 
defending with his arms the do6trine, that 
the people have a right to abolifh their 
government, and fubftitute fuch other as 
they fhould deem beft fitted for their fe- 
curity anjd happinefs; and that this right 
became a* duty, when the government, 
which they were defirous of changing, ma- 
nifefled a defign of forcing them to fubmit 
to its yoke. 
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The French miniffary, at the epochs of 
the American war, were excited to hofti- 
lities, not from any love of the infurgents* 
or of their caufe, but from hatred towards 
England. They either did not fee, or af~ 
fe&ed not to difcern, the confequences of 
their interpofitkm. The king was more 
clear-fighted, and was yet too unhack- 
neyed and too ingenuous, not to bluih at 
the dissimulation he was compelled to 
pra&ife in publilhing this manifefto. 

The king appears to have been fecretly 
averfe to any interpolation, but yielded to 
the fuggeftions and pertinacity of his 
council, who made no account of his ob- 
jections or repugnance. The confequences 
of this republican alliance were fuch as 
I^ewis the XVIth forefaw. The theory of 
, the rights of man was now well understood 
in France; and the American war was a 
kind of normal fchool for fuch as were 
fcnt to defend the American caufe. The 
young French nobility became profeflbrs 
on the fpot, and, at their return home, 
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opened a regular fyftem of practical edu» 
cation in revolutionary politics. Among 
thofe who defended the caufe of liberty 
in the colonies, we find the names of La 
Fayette,' the L<ameths, Cuftines, Beau* 
harnais, Biron, Noailles, Gouvions, Ro- 
chambeau, &<;. &c. Thefe officers were 
afterwards members of the conftituent af- 
fembly ; and the hiftory of the revolution 
teaches us how nobly they propagated and 
carried into effect thofe generous principles 
at home, which they had been fent to pro- 
te6t arid eftablilh in the new world. 



* i 
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Opinions perfonnelles de Louis XVI, fur 
" le fyftetne des Adminiftrations provin- 
dales d&veloppe d'abord fous Louis 
XV, par M. D'Argenfpn dans fes Con- 
fid6rations fur la France, et depuis 
pa* les Economises, par M. Turgot, 
Malefherbes, et par M. Necker; et 
notes marginales de fa propre main, 
appofees fur le M6mbire des Admini- 
ftrations provinciales inftituees par M« 
Necker. 

' M . Necker. 

" UNE multitude de ptaintes fe font 
elev£es dans tous les terns contre la forme 
d'adminiftration employee dans les pro* 
vinces. Elles fe renouvellent plus que ja- 
mais ; et Ton ne pourrait continuer a s'y 
montrer indifferent, fans avoir peut-etre 
de juftes reproches a fe faire." 
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Remarque de Louis XVI* 

Dans tous les tems aufsi il s*etf eft eleve 
de bien fortes contre la forme d'adminiftra- 
tion des pays d'6tats. 



M* Necier. 
1 " A peine en effet peut on donner le 
nom d'adminiftration a cette volont6 arbi- 
trage d'un feul homme, qui, tantot prefent, 
tantot abfent, tantot inftruit, tantot in- 
capable, doit r6gir les parties les plus im- 

portantes de Pordre public qui ne 

confidere fa place que comme un Echelon a 
fon ambition. . . . De tels hommes doivent 
etre timides deyant les puiflans, et ar- 
rogans envers les faibles': ils doivent fe 
pater fans cefle de Tautorit^ royale." 



Remarque 4e Louis XVI. 

Dans les pays d*6tats, ireft peu'de mem* 
bres des aflembl6es adminiftratives qui ne 
regarde fa place comme un 6chelon. 



.« 
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M. Necker. 

II n*y a, ^ dans 4es pays d'ele<&ion, 
aucun contradi&eur legitime du commif* 
faire departi : k moins qu'on neibit averti 
par des injustices eclatantes ou parquelque 
fcandale public, on efl oblig6 de voir par; 
les yeux de l'homme meme qu'on aurait 
befoin de juger." 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 
Cette obfervation merite des reflexions* 



M. Necker. 
" Votre majeft6 peut fe faire aif6m6iit 
une id6e de Tabus, et prefque du ridicule, 
de cette pretend ue adminiftration. . ; . 
Quand de longs murmures d6g6nerent en 
plaintes g£n6rales, le parlement fe remue, 
et vient fe placer entre lp roi et fes pei^les." 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 
> Et s'ils s'uniffaient aux administrations? 
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M. Necker. 

" Ce n f eft que dans une feiile g£n6raiite 
que je propbferai k votre majefte un change- 
ihent qui confifterait dans TefTai d'une ad- 
miniftration provinciale ou municipale, ou 
commifsion de propri6taires, en refervant 
au commiflaire d^parti Timportante com- 
mifsion d'eclairer le gouvernement. De' 
cette maniere votre majefte aurait des ga- 
rans multiplies du bonheur de fes peuples. 
Subdelegues, officifcrs d'&e&ion, direc- 
teurs, receveurs, colle6leurs des tailles, 
officiers des gabbles, vifiteurs, commis aux 
aides. • . . &c. tous les hommes de Timpot, 
chacun felon leur caradere, affujetiffent 
a leur petite autorit6 les contribuables." 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

Les pr£fidens n6s, les confeillers, les 
membres, les fuppots de? pays d'etats, 
compofant leurs etabliflemens, ne rendent 
pas plus beureux les Frartcais dans les pays 
qu'ils ont fous leur adrainiftration. Tre* 
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certainement la Bretagne, avec fes 6tats, 
n'eft pas plus heureufe que la Normandie, 
qui en eft privee. 



M. Necker. 
" Un fage 6quilibre.entre les trois ordre^ 
de l'etat,. foit qu'ils foient f6par6s, ou quails 
foient confondus ; un nombre fuffifant de 
repr^fentans, qui, fans s'embarraffer, foit 
fuffifant pour avoir une garantie du voeu de 
la province, des regies fimples de la comp- 
tabilit6 ; Fadminiftratjon la plus econome ; 
Fobligation de foumettre toutes les delibe- 
rations a Fapprobation du eonfeil, 6clair6 
par le commiftaire departi ; Fengagement 
de payer lameme forame verfee aujourd'hui 
au tr6for royal ; le fimple pouvoir de faire 
des obfervations en cas de demandes nou- 
velles, de maniere que la volont6 du roi 
fut toujours 6clair6e et jamais arret6e ; le 
riiot de don gratuit abfolument interdit, et 
celui de pays d* adminijlration fubroge k 
celui de pays d'etats, afin que la reflem- 
biance des noms n'entrainat jamais des 
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pretentions femblables; voi\k en abreg6 
l'idee des conditions effentielles." 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

Je ne crois pas qu'il foit prudent d'abo- 
lir les mots don gratuity P. parceque cc 
mot eft antique, et attache les amateurs 
de formes : enfuite il eft peut-etre bon de 
laifler k mes fuccefleurs un mot qui leur 
apprend qu'ils doivent tout attendre de 
l'amour des Fran<jais, et ne pas difpofer 
militairement de leyrs propriety. 



M . Necker. 

• " Ce ferait un grand avantage que de 
multiplier les moyens de credit, en pro- 
curant k de nouvelles provinces la facult6 
d'emprunter. C'en ferait un plus grand 
que d'attacher d'avantage les propri&aires 
dans leurs prpvinces, en leur y menageant 
quelque occupation publique, dont ils fe 
cruffent honor6s. Cette petite part k Tad- 
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miniftrationreleverait le patriotifmeabattu, 
et porterait vers le bicn de F6tat une re*, 
union de lumieres et d*a6tivite, dont on 
6prouverait les plus grands effets." 



Remarque de Louis XVL 

Tous les corp3 font. ob6res. Cr6er des_ 
corps pour les ob6rer encore, c'eft charger 
les Fra^ais,. comme les Anglais. N'y 
aurait-il pas une autre mode? 



M. Necker. 

" Ne dira-t-on point que c'eft diminuer 
Tautorit^, que de confier J a repartition des 
impots & une administration municipale ? 
. . . L'autorite royale repofe fur des bafes 
inalt6rables . . . c'eft le pouvoir d'impofer, 
qui conftitue effentiellement la grandeur 
fouveraine. La repartition de fes impots, 
et tant d'autres parties d'ex^cution, ne 
font que des Emanations de la confianee 
du monarque. . . . Le grand art des admi- 

vol. in. x 
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niftrateiirs a&uels eft d'entretenir la con- 
fufion: ils voudraient que le refpeft k leurs 
eommandcmens les plus arbitraires fut un 
des plus grands int6r£ts de la *oyaut6. 
Pour 6viter de compromettre f\ fouvent 
rautorit6, il ne faudrait pas etre jaloux 
de Texercer fa»ns ceffe." 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

\j2l doctrine des dons gratuits du clergfe 
et des pays d'etate ne permet gueres de 
toucher k des articles d'une femblable de* 
licatefle. 



M . Necier. 
u T\>utes les difcufsions avec les parte- 
mens et les cours des aides, pour les ving- 
tiemes, la capitation, la taille, et les cor- 
v£es; ces chocs continued, ou Pautorite 
perd quand elle n'eft pas pleinement vie- 
torieufe; tous ces divers eqibarras ceffe- 
raient par Feffet d*tme adminiftration diffe- 
rente." 
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Remarque de Louis XVL 

Voyez ce quf arrive journellement dans 
les corps auxquels on confie le pouvbir. 



M. Necker. 

" Ne ferait-il pas trop heureux, que, 
V. M. devenue intermediaire entre fes etata 
et fes peuples, fon autorit6 n'appartit que 
pour marquer les limites entre la rigueur 
ctlajuftice?" 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

II eft de Teffence de mon autorit6, non 
d'etre interm6diaire, mais d'etre en tete. 



M. Necker. 

u Sa majeft6 a bien plus de r6com- 
penfcs naturelles dans fa main pour Pordre 
de la noblefle et du clerg6, que pour des 
jtfges et des propri6taires d6 charges. .... 

x 2 
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J-es parlemens ont, dans la ceflation de 
leurs, fon6tiohs* une arme toujoUrs embar- 
raflante: le feul pouvoir de d6cr£ter* de 
fl^trir, et d'emprifonner, leur donne, fur 
tous les, receveurs des d6niers publics, des 
moyens impofans, qui fuffifent pour arre- 
ter quelque tems Pex6cutiqn des ordres du 
roi. Bien loin done qu'on dut ehvifager 
Pinftitution des adminiftrations provinciates 
bien ordonnees comme un accroifTement 
de refiftance, je ne doute pas que les rois 
ne trouvaflent, dans le contre-poids d*6tats 
et de parlemens, des moyens d'afleoir plus 
tranquillement leur autorite.' 



i£ »» 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

C'eft le plus jufte et le plus naturel des 
pouvoirs des parlemens, que celui de faire * 
pendre les voleurs dans les finances. Dans 
la fuppofition des adminiftrations provin- 
ciales* il ne faudrait pas Voter. 
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M. Necktr. 

" Voud rait-on arguer dcs embarrasqu'oc* 
cafionnerent quelques pays d'6tats ? Mais il 
eft bien aif6 d'apercevoir que ces embar- 
ras tiennent a des anciennes conventions 
vis-a-vis des provinces qui ont eu le droit 
de traiter en s'uniffant k la France. . . • 
On tirerait, un jour, d'une adminiftration 
provinciale bien ordonn6e, un moyen de 
force pour perfe6tionne| i ou corriger leS 
conftitutions a6tuelles des pays d'etats, 
dont les vices m6jne confervent un degr6 
de TOrpe^.'' 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

11 eft, et il tient du repos de mes peuples, 
de cpnfejrver les privileges. 



M. Necker. 
"Tandisque cette multiplicity d'imp6ts 
rend Fadminiftration infiniment difficile, 

x 3 
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le public, par la tournure des efprits, a les 
ygux ouverts fur tous les inconveniens et 
les abus. II en r6fulte une critique in- 
quiete et confufe, qui donne un aliment 
continuel au defir qu'ont les parlemens de 
fe meler d'adminiftration, Ce fentiment 
de leur part fe manifefte de plus en plus ; 
et ils s'y prennent, comme tous les corps 
qui veulent acquerir du pouvoir, en parlant 
au now du peuple, et fe difant les d6fen- 
feurs des droits de la nation ; et Ton ne 
doit pas douter que, bien qu'ils ne foient 
forts ni par Finftru6tion ni par 1'amour du 
bien de l'&tat, ils fe montreront dans toutes 
les occasions fi long-tetas qu'ils fe croiront 
appuy6s de l'opinion publique. II faut 
done ou leur 6ter cet appui, ou fe preparer 
k des combats reputes, qui troubleront la 
r tranquillite du regne de votre majeft6, et 
conduiront fuccefsivement ou a une de- 
gradation de Tautorit6, ou k des partis ex- 
tremes, dont on ne peut insurer au jufle 
le? tofifequencep." 
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Remarque de Louis XVI. 
Voyez ce que font periodiquement les 
etats de Br6tagne. 



M . Necfter. 

. " L'unique moyen de pr&renir les fe- 
couflcs eft d'attacher eflentiellement aux 
fQD&iona honofables et tranquilles de la 
magiftrature ; c'eft der fouftratre k fes re- 
gards continuels les grartds objets d'admi- 
niftration ; furtput des qu'on p€ut y par- 
venir par une inftitution, qui, en rertiplif- 
£ant le voeu national, convkadrait egale- 
ment au gouvernement." 



Remarque de Louis XVI. 

Eft-il plus expedient de livreT StdeS corps * 
admimftratife le controle des affaires d'ad- 
miniftration? ou eft-il phis fage de ktf 
tonfetver k des corps judicraires ? 

x4 
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(Tranjlation.) 

Perfonal Opinions of Lewis the XVIth, on 
the Syftem of Provincial Adminiftra- 
tions, developed, for the firft time, 
under Lewis the XVth, by M. D'Ar- 
genfon, in his Confiderations on 
France; and fince by the Economifts, 
Meflrs. Turgot and Malefherbes, and 
by M. Necker; together with margi- 
nal Notes, in the King's own Hand- 
writing, on the Memoirs of Provin- 
cial Adminiftrations instituted by M. 

NeCker, 

« 

M. Necker. 
' f An infinite number of ^complaints have 
arifen at all times, againft the form of ad* 
miniftratiop employed in the provinces: 
they are renewed more loudly than ever, 
and can no longer be treated with indif- 
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ference, without incurring the rifque of 
felf-reproach." - 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

At all times very loud complaints have 
arifen againft the form of, the adminiftra-* 
tion of the provincial aflemblies. 



M. Necker. 
" We can ficarcely indeed give the name 
of adminiftration to the arbitrary will of 
one man, who, fometimes prefent, fome- 
timesabfent, fometimes well-informed, at 
other times incapable, has, under his di- 
rection, the nioft important parts of public 
order, .... who confiders his place only 

as a ftep-ladder to his ambition . 

Such men muft be timid before the power- 
ful, and haughty towards the weak 
they moil be continually arrogating to 
themfelves the forjns of royal authority." 
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Remark of Lewis XVI. 

In the provincial bodies there? are few 
members of adminiftrative aflembHes who 
do not confider their places as ftep-ladders. 



. ,M . Necker. 
" There exifts, in the elective provincial 
aflemblies* no legal controller df the a6ting 
commiflary. Unlefs in the cafe of fome 
flagrant injufticeor public foandal, we are 
obliged to fee with the eyes of the very 
man whom we ought to judge/' 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 
This observation is worthy of reflexion. 



M. Necker. 

u Your majefty may eafily form an idea 

,of the abufes, and almoft the ridicule, of 

this pretended adjriiniftration . . . .When 

lengthened murmur&are changed into ge- 
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neral complaints, the parliament puts it* 
felf in motion, and places itfelf between 
the king and his people." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

And if they united themfelves with the 
adminiftrations? 



M . Necker. 

" I would propofe to your majefty a 
change only in one generality, which 
fhould confift in the trial of a provincial 
or municipal adminiftration, or commifsion 
of proprietors, referving to the acting com- 
miflary the important office of enlighten- 
ing the government. By this means your 
majefty would poffefs multiplied guaran^ 
tees of the happinefs of your people. At 
prefent, fubdelegates, eledtive officers, di- 
rectors, receivers, collectors of fubfidies, 
officers of the gabelle, infpe#ors> commif- 
faries of excife, &c. all tax-gatherers, 
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each according to his chara6ter, fubjedl: 
tbofe who pay to their little portion of 
authority." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

Prefidents in their own right, counfel- 
lors, the members and agents of the pro- 
vincial aflemblies, do not render the 
French happier in thofe parts of the coun- 
try which are under their adminiftration. 

Britany, with its dates, is certainly not 
more happy than Normandy, which has " 
none. 



M. Necker. 

" A wife balance between the three or- 
ders of the date, whether Separate* or 
blended together; a fufficient number of 
representatives, who, without embarrass- 
ing each other, would be fufficient to gua- 
rantee the wiflies of the province; fimple 
rules of public accounts, a very economical 
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adminiftration, an obligation to fubmit all 
\heir deliberations to the approbation of 
the council, inftru&ed by the a<5iingcom- 
miflary; an engagement to pay a fum 
e$ual to that a6lually paid to the royal 
treafury, the fimple power of making ob- 
servations in cafe of new demands, fo that 
the will of the king might be always en- v , 
lightened, and never reftrained ; the words 
gratuitous gift abfolutely prohibited, and 
that of adminijlrative qffemblies Subrogated 
to that of provincial affemblies, in order 
that a fimilitude of names might never 
lead to fimilar pretentions; fuch is the * 
abridged idea of the conditions that are 
eflential." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 
I do not think it prudent to abolifti the 
words gratuitous gift, 1ft. becaufe this 
word is antient, and pleafes the lovers of 
forms: in the next place, it is perhaps 
well to leave to my fucceflbrs a word that 
will teafeh them that they ought to expedfc 
.5 
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' every thing from the love of the French 
people, and not to difpofe of their pro- 
perty in a military manner. 



M . Necker. 

u It would be very advantageous to mul- 
tiply the means of credit, by procuring to 
new provinces, the faculty of borrowing: 
it would be (till more fo to attach men of 
property ftrongly to their own provinces, 
by conferring on them fome public occu- 
pation that may appear to them honora- 
ble. This fmall participation in the ad- 
ministration would animate their finking 
patriotifm, and diredl towards the utility 
of the ftate a reunion of knowledge and 
activity, which could not fail to produce 
the greateft effects." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. < 

All the corporations are in debt ; and to 
create new corporations, to opprefs them 



i 
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with more debt, would be loading the 
French, like the Englifti*. — Is there no 
other mode ? 



M. Necker. 

" Will it not be faid that it is diminifh- 
ing authority to confide the diftribution of 
taxes to a municipal adminiftration ?— 
Royal authority refts on a permanent ba* 
iis; it is the power of taxing that confti* 
tutes eflentially fovereign greatnefs. The . 
diftribution of taxes, and many other 
parts of executive employments, are only 
emanations of the confidence of the mo- 
narch. The great art of actual adminif- 
^trators is to render confufion permanent: 
they wifti that refpeft for their mod arbi- 
trary orders £hould become one of the chief 
interefts of royalty. To avoid committing 
authority fo often, we muft not be over- 
jealous of its-continual exercife*" 
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Remark of Lewis XVI, 

t 

The dodtrine of the gratuitous gifts af 
the clergy and the provincial aflemblies 
fcarcply permits touching on articles of 
fuch extreme delicacy. 



M . Necker. 
" All difcufsions with the parliaments 
and cours des aides, refpe&ing the ving- 
tiemes, the capitation, the taille, and the 
corv6es — thofe continual (hocks, in which 
authority lofes when it is not completely 
vidtorious — thefe various embarraflments 
would ceafe from the effecSts of a different 
administration." 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

Obferve what happen^ daily amongft 
tfyefe corporations which are entrufted with 
power* 



M. tiecker.* * 
" Would ndt your majefty be too 
happy in becoming the intermediary be- 
tween your ftates and your people ? Since 
your authority Would only be difplayed to 
mark the limits between rigour and juf- 



tice/* 



Remark of Lewis XVI* 

It Is the effence of my authority not to 
be the intermediary* but to be placed at 
the head* 



M. Ntcktt. 

" Your majefty has naturally tnariy trior* 
rewards at your difpofitioti for the orders 
of the Mobility and clergy, than for judges 
and administrators. *..*>• The parliaments 
have, ih the ceflation of their functions, a 
weapon Which is always embarrafsing : the 
power alone of iffuing warrants,, rendering 
infamous* and imprifoning, gives them an: 
important influence over the receivers of 

VOL* III* Y 
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the public money, and fufficient to put a 
flop for fome time to the execution of the 
king's orders. So far then fliould we be 
from considering the inftitution of well- 
ordered provincial adminiftrations as an 
augmentation of reiiftance, that I have no 
doubt the king will find, in this counter- 
balance to the dates and parliaments, the 
means of diminifhipg their authority with 
more tranquillity," 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

, It is the moft juft, and natural of the 
rights of the parliaments to puniih with 
death the robbers of the public purfe. 
This power Should not be fuppreffed, even 
on the fuppofition of provincial admini- 
ftrations. 



Jfcf. Necker. 
" Should objections be urged from the 
embarraffments occasioned by a few pro^ 
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vincial aflfemblies, x when it is eafyfto per- 
ceive that thefe embarraflments procfeed 
from antient ftipulations with provinces 
that had the right of treaty when they 
united themfelves to prance ? . , . . From a 
well-ordered provincial adminiftration fuf- 
ficient force would one day be derived, 
, to bring to perfection, or at leaft corredt, 
the actual conftitutions of the provincial 
aflemblies, even the defe6te of which pre- 
serve a degree of refpeft." 



Remark" of Lewis XVI. 

It is neceflary, and even eflential to the 
repofe of my people, to maintain privi- 
leges. 



M. Necker, 

" While this multiplication of taxes 
renders the adminiftration infinitely diffi- 
cult, the public, from its prefent difpofi- 
tion of mind, obferves clearly all its inn 

Y2 
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conveniences and abufes. From thence 
refults a confufed and reftlefs fpirit of 
animadversion, which affords continual 
aliment to the defire the parliaments en* 
tertain of mingling themfejves in the acU 
jniniftration. 



€C 



This difpofition ntanifefts itfelf more 
and more; and they take the meafures 
adopted by every corporation defirous of 
acquiring power, by fpeaking in the name 
of the people, and calling themfelves the 
defenders of the rights of the nation ; and 
there is po doubt, that, although they be 
neither eminent for knowledge, nor in-* 
fluenced by any affection for the prpfperity 
of the ftate, they will pufh themfelves for- 
ward on every occafion, as long as they 
imagine themfelves feconded by public 
opinion. You muft then either deprive 
thejn pf this refource, or prepare for con-i 
tinuaj ftruggles, which will difturb the 
tranquillity of your nxajefty's reign, and 
Jead in time either to a degradation of 
Bilthprity, or to violent meafures, pf which 
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it is 'difficult to calculate the confe* 
^uences," 



Remark of Lewis XVI. 

See what is done periodically by the 
ftates of Britunny. 



M. Necker, 

" The only way to prevent troubles, 
and to create an attachment for the tran* 
quil and honourable functions of magi-* 
ftracy, is to remove out of fight the great 
objects of adminiftration ; efpecially when 
this end can be attained by an inftitution, 
which, while it accomplices the wifties of 
the nation, will equally fulfil the defires 
of government," 



Remark of Lewis XVI, 

Is it more expedient to give the con* 
troul of affairs of adminiftration . to ad« 



326 CORRESPONDENCE OF 

miniftrative corporations, or more prudent 
to keep this controul in the judiciary 
bodies ? 
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OBSERVATION. 



IN aid of M. Turgot's maxims, and the 
fupport given to the principles of the 
American conteft, came M. Necker's re- .. 
forms, financial and adminiftrative, to urgfe 
on the French revolution. M. Necker, 
lefs daring than his predecefTors, propofed 
thofe provincial adminiftrations, as efTays : 
but the monarch was not lefs aware of the 
danger of any kind of innovation, as ap- 
pears from his remarks on this memorial. 
M. Necker, whofe whole adminiftration. 
was a ftate of warfare againft the abufive 
privileges of the old regime, was not, 
however, to be deterred from the noble 
purpofe of national Regeneration, by the 
apprehenfion of danger, or the charge of 
innovation. 

M. Turgot had been difmifled from the 
miniftry on account of the apprehenfions 
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which were awakened by the boWriefs of 
' hi* plan, that of changing the royal into 
popufar adminiftrationa, without the par- 
ticipation either of clergy, or nobles* 
M. Necker, cautious not to excite aqan- 
furre6Hon of the orders againft his pro- 
jects, tjr^ated this hierarchy of powers with 
greateAjpefpeft : he conduced. his reforms 
more faintly, and more effectively; ob- 
tained-, Wf temporifing, the partial execu- 
tion of his plans, which led afterwards to 
their general adoption; and thus ni&y be 
confidexed as one of thofe who' have, tftte 
mod powerfully contributed to the fubveN* 
iion of the late government of France. 



THE E*rt>. 
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